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POETICAL/WORKS 


EDMUND SPENSER. 
FROM THE TEXTOFP MR.UPTON, Cc. 


WITH THE LIFE OF THE AUTHOR. 


— — — 


Goe, little Booke! thyſelf preſent, 
As child whoſe parent is unkent, 
To him that is the Preſident 
Of Nobleneſſe and Chivalrie— 
And, aſked who thee forth did bring? 
A ſhepeheard's ſwaine ſay did thee ſing, 
All as his ſtraying flocke he fedde : 
And when his Honor hath thee redde, 
. Crave pardon for thy hardy-head------ 
And when thou art paſt jeopardie, 
Come tell me what was ſaid of mee, 
And I will ſend more after thee. SPENSER TO HIS BOOKE. 
==q — —— . 
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E DIN BURG: 
AT THE x Apollo Pieſs, By THE MARTINS, 2 
| Anno 1778. 
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POETICALWORKS 
e 
EDMUND SPENS ER. 

VOL. In. 

CONTAINING HIS 4 | . 
F AERT QUEENE. 


FROM MR. UPTON'S TEXT. 


«; 
” 


GY A a 


When SPENSER ſaw the fame was ſpredd ſo large 
Through Faery Land of their renowned Queene, 
Loth that his Muſe ſhould take ſo great a charge, 
As in ſuch haughty matter to be ſeene, 
To ſeeme a ſhepeheard then he made his choice, ; 
But Sidney heard bim ting, and knew his voice 

S0 SPENSER was by Sidney's ſpeaches wounc, 

To blaze her fame, not fearing future harmes- 

So SPE!SER now, to his immortall prayſe, 

Hath wonne the laurell quite from all his feres. | 
|  VEKSES TO THE AUTHOR. 


a. 


| EDINBURG: | 
AT THE Apolio JIzeſs, ar THz MARTINS. 
| | Anno 1778. 
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THE FAERY QUEENE, 
BOOK II. CANTO x. 


A chronicle of Briton kings 
From Brute to Uther's rayne; 

And rolls of Elfin emperours, 

Till time of Gloriane. 


= | I, 

Wao now ſhall give unto me words and ſound 

Equall unto this haughty enterprite ! 

Or who ſhall lend me wings, with which from pe, 

My lowly verſe may loftily ariſe, 

And lift itſelfe unto the higheſt (kyes ? 

More ample ſpirit then hetherto was wount 

Here needes me, whiles the famous auncelſtryes 

Of my moſt dreaded ſoveraigne I recount, 

By which all earthly princes ſhe doth far jurmount. 
| The | 

Ne under ſanne, that ſhines ſo wide and faire, 

Whence all that lives does borrow lite and light, 

Lives ought that to her linage may compaire, 

Which though from earth it be derived right, 

Yet doth itſelfe ſtretch forth to heven's hight, 

And all the world with wonder overſpred ; 

A labor huge, exceeding far my might. 

| How ſhall fraile pen, with feare diſparaged, | 

Conceive ſuch foveraine glory and oy bounty Red 
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THE PAERY QUEENE, | 
— 
Argument worthy of Mzonian quill, 
Or rather worthy of great Phœbus rote, 
Whereon the ruines of great Offa hill, 
And triumphes of Phlegrzan love be wrote, 
That all the gods admird his lofty note. 


But if ſome reliſh of that hevenly lay 


His learned daughters would to me report, 

To decke my ſong withall, I would aſſay 

Thy name, O ſoveraine Queene! to blazon far away. 
IV. 

Thy name, O ſoveraine Queene! thy realme and race, 

From this renowmed prince derived arre, 

Who mightily upheld that royall mace 

Which now thou bear'ſt, to thee deſcended farre 

From mighty kings and conquerours in warre, 

Thy fathers and great-grandfathers of old, 

Whoſe noble deeds above the northern * | 

Immortall Fame for ever hath enrold, 


As in that old man's $ booke they were in order told. 


V. 
The land which warlike Britons now poſſeſſe, 
And therein have their mighty empire rayſd, | 
In antique times was ſalvage wildernefle, 
Unpeopled, unmannurd, unprovd, unprayſd; 
Ne was it iſland then, ne was it payſd 
Amid the ocean waves, ne was it ſought 
Of merchants farre for profits therein prayſd ; 
But was all deſolate, and of ſome thought 


By ſca to have bene from the Celticke mayn-land 


brought. 
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Canto X. THE FAERY QUEENE., 


| 5 VI. | 

Ne did it then deſerve a name to have, 

Till that the venturous mariner that way 

Learning his ſhip from thoſe white rocks to fave, 

Which all along the ſoutherne ſea-coaſt lay, 

Threatning unheedy wreeke and raſh decay, 

For ſafety that ſame his ſea-marke made, 

And nam'd it Albion; but later day _ 

Finding in it fit ports for fifhers trade, 

Gan more the ſame frequent and further to. twins 5 
VII. | 

But far in land a 31 nation dwelt 

Of hideous giaunts and halfe-beaſtly men, 

That never taſted grace, nor goodnes felt, 

But wild like Leaſtes lurking in loathſome den, 

And flying faſt as roebucke through the fen, 

All naked without ſhame or care of cold, | 

By hunting and by ſpoiling lived then, 

Of ſtature huge, and eke of corage bold, 

That ſonnes of men amazd their ſterneſſe to behold. 
VIII. 

But whence they ſprong, or how they v were begott, 

Uneath is to aſſure; uneath to wene 

That monſtrous error which doth ſome aſſott, 


That Dioclefian's fifty daughters ſnene 
Into this land by chaunce have driven bene; 
Where companing with ſeends and filthy ſprights, 


Through vaine illuſion of their luſt unclene, 
They brought forth geaunts and ſuch dreadful wights, 


As far exceeded men in their immeaſurd mights. 
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1 


They held this land, and with their filthineſſe 


Polluted this ſame gentle ſoyle long time, 


That their owne mother loathd their beaſtlineſſe, 


And gan abhorre her brood's unkindly erime, 

All were they borne of her owne native ſlime; 

Until that Brutus, anciently deriv'ds 

From roiall ſtocke of old Aſſarac's line, 

Driven by fatall error here arriv'd, 

| And them of their unjuſt poſſeſſion rn. 
N. 

But ere he had eſtabliſned his throne, 

And ſpred his empire'to the utmoſt ſhore, 


He fought great batteils with his ſalvage fone, 


In which he them defeated evermore, 
And many giaunts left on groning flore; 
That well can witnes yet unto this day 


'The weſterne Hogh, beſprincled with the gore 


Of mighty Goëmot, whome in ſtout fray 
Corineus conquered, and cruelly did ſlay. 
And eke that ample pitt, yet far renownd 


For the large leape which Debon did compell 
Coulin to make, being eight lugs of ground, 


Into the which retourning backe he fell: 


But thoſe three monſtrous ſtones doe moſt excell, 


Which that huge ſonne of hideous Albion, 


(Whoſe father Hercules in Fraunce did quell) 


Great Godmer threw in fierce contention 


At bold Canutus, but of him was flaine anon. 
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THE FAERY QUEENE., 

„% 1 . 

In meed of theſe great conqueſts by them gott, 
q orineus had that province utmoſt weſt 

| Fo him aſſigned for his worthy lott, 

Which of his name and memorable geſt 

He called Cornwaile, yet ſo called beſt; 

And Debon's ſhayre was that is Devonſhyre: 
But Canute had his portion from the reſt, 

The which he cald Canutium, for his hyre, 
ow Cantium, which Kent we comenly i inquyre. 
XIII. 
bus Brute this realme unto his rule ſubdewd, 

And raigned long in great felicity, 

ov'd of his freends, and of his foes es : 

He left three ſonnes, his famous progeny, 

g Horne of fayre Inogene of Italy, . 

Mongſt whom he parted his imperiall ſtate, 

: g. Locrine left chiefe lord of Britany. 

t laſt ripe age bad him ſurrender late 

Iis life, and long good fortune unto finall fate. 
XIV. 

Lende was left the ſoveraine lord of all; 

But Albanact had all the northerne part, 

Which of himſelfe Albania he did call; 

And Camber did poſſeſſe the weſterne quart, 

Which Severne now from Logris doth engen 2 

And each his portion peaceably enioyd, | 

Ne was there outward breach, nor grudge in hart, 

That once their quiet government annoyd, 

But each his paynes to others RS ill employd. 
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Untill a nation ſtraung, with viſage ſwart, 

And corage fierce, that all men did affray, 


Which through the world then ſwarmd in 2 na 


And orerflowd all countries far away, 


Like Noyes great flood, with their importune rar. : 


This land invaded with like violence, 


And did themſelves through all the North diſplay; 


Untill that Locrine, for his realmes defence, 


Did head againſt them make and ſtrong 1 


He them encountred, a confuſed rout, 
Foreby the river that whylome was hight 


The ancient Abus, where with courage ſtout 


He them defeated in victorious fight, 


And chaſte fo fiercely after fearefull flight, 


That forſt their chiefetain, for his 1afeties ſake, 


(Their chiefetain Humber named' was aright) 
Unto the mighty ſtreame him to betake, - | 
Where he an end of batteill and of life did make, 


XVIL 


The king retourned proud of victory, | 
And inſolent wox through unwonted-eaſe, 


That ſhortly he forgot the ieopardy + 
Which in his land he lately did appeaſe, 
And fell to vaine voluptuous diſeaſe: - 


He lov'd faire Lady Eftrild, leudly lov'd, 
Whoſe wanton pleaſures him too much did pleaſe, 


That quite his hart from Guendolene remov'd, 


| From Guendolene his though alwaies faithful 


provid. _ | „ 
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Camo X. THE FAERY QUEENE. — 
XVIII. 

Ihe noble daughter of Corines 

Would not endure to bee ſo vile difdeind;. 
But gathering force and corage valorous, 
Encountred him in batteill well ordaind, 
In which him vanquilſht ſhe: to fly conſtraind : 
But ſhe ſo faſt purſewd, that him ſhe tooke, 
And threw in bands, where he till death remaind; 
Als his faire leman, flying through a brooke, 
She overhent, nought moved with her piteous looke. 

XIX. 

But both herſelfe, and eke her e deate, 
Begotten by her kingly paramoure, A 
The faire Sabrina, almoſt dead with feare, 
She there attached, far from all ſuccoure; 
The one ſhe ftew in that impatient ſtoure, 
But the ſad virgin, innocent of all, 
\ Adowne the rolling river ſhe did poure, 
Which of her name now Severne men do call: 
Such was the end that to diſloyall love did fall. 
hen (for ber ſonne, which ſhe to Locrin bore, 
Mayan, was young, unmect to rule the ſway) 
In hey owne hand the crowne ſhe kept in ſtore, 
Till ryper years he raught and ſtronger ſtay : 
During which time her powre ſhe did diſplay 
'Fhrough all this realme (the glory of her ſex) 
And firſt taught men a woman to obay; 
But when her ſonne to man's eſtate did wex, 
She it ſurrendred, ne herſelf would lenger ven, 
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122 THE FAERY QUEENE. 


. 
Tho Madan raignd, unworthie of his race, 
For with all ſhame that ſacred throne he fild - 


Next Mempriſe, as unworthy of that place, 


In which being conſorted with Manild, 


For thirſt of ſingle kingdom him he kild; | 


But Ebranck ſalved both their infamies 
With noble deedes, and warreyd on Brunchild 
In Henault, where yet of his victories 


Brave moniments remaine, which yet that lande envies. 5 


AH. 
An hy man in his firſt Ando he was, 
And happy father of faire progeny ; 
For all ſo many weekes as the yeare has, 
So many children he did multiply; 
Of which were twentie ſonnes, which did "LEY 
Their minds to prayſe and chevalrous deſyre : 
Thoſe germans did ſubdew all Germany, 
Of whom it hight; but in the end their ſyre 


With foule repulſe from Fraunce 2 was forced to retyre. 


XXIII. 


Which plott his ſonne ſucceeding in his ſcat, 


'The ſecond Brute, (the ſecond both in name, 

And eke in ſemblaunce of his puiſſaunce great) 

Right well recur'd, and did away that blame 

With recompence of everlaſting fame : | 

He with his victour ſword firſt opened 

The bowels of wide Fraunce, a forlorne dame, 

And tavght her firſt how to be conquered, 

Since which with ſondrie ſpoiles ſhe hath been ran- 
lacked, 


Bt II. 
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XXIV. 
Let Scaldis tell, and let tell Hania, 
And let the marſh of Eſthambruges tell 


What colour were their waters that ſame day, 


And all the moore twixt Elverſham and Dell, 
With blood of Henalois which therein fell. 


How oft that day did ſad Brunchildis ſee 


The greene- ſbield dyde in dolorous vermell ? 
That not ſcuith guiridh it mote ſeeme to bee, 


But rather y ſcuith gogh, ſigne of ſad crueltee. 


XXV. 
His ſonne King Leill by father's labour long 
Enioyd an heritage of laſting peace, | 
And built Cairleill, and built Cairleen 3 


Next Huddibras his realme did not encreaſe, 


But taught the land from wearie wars to ceaſe; 


Whoſe footſteps Bladud following, in artes 

Exceld at Athens all the learned preace, 

|. From whence he brought them to theſe ſalvage parts, 
| And with {weet ſcience mollifide their ſtubborne harts, 


XXVI. 


Eu of his wondrous faculty, 


Bchold the boiling bathes at Cairbadon, 


| Which ſeeth with ſecret fire eternally, 
And in their cntrailles, full of quick brimſton, 


Nouriſh the flames which they are warmd upon, 


That to their people wealth they forth do well, 


And health to every forreyne RT . 
Yet he at laſt, contending to excell [fell. 


The reach of men, through flight into fond miſchief : 
B 
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. TRE TAERY QUEENE, Boot II 
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Next him King Leyr in kippte: peace way pd, 


But had no iſſue male him to ſucceed, 


But three faire daughters, which were well optraind 


In all that ſeemed fitt for kingly ſeed, 

Mongſt whom his realme he equally decreed 
To have divided: tho when feeble age 

Nigh to his utmoſt date he ſaw procced, 


| He cald his daughters, and with ſpeeches ſage _ 
Inquyrd which of them moſt did love her parentage ? 


XXVIII. 

The eldeſt, Gonorill, gan to proteſt | 
That ſhe much more than her owne life him lov'd; 
And Regan greater love to him profeſt 
Then all the world, whenever it were proov'd; 
But Cordeill faid ſhe lov'd him as behoov'd ; 
Whoſe ſimple anſwere, wanting colours fayre 
To paint it forth, him to diſpleaſaunce moov'd, 
That in his crown he counted her no hayre, 
But twixt the other twain his kingdom whole did 

XXIX. Wen 


80 veddes th' one to Maglan king of Scottes, 


And th' other to the king of Cambria, | 
And twixt them ſhayrd his realm by equall lottes; 
But without dowre the wiſe Cordelia 

Was ſent to Aganip of Celtica. | 

Their aged ſyre, thus eaſed of his eroune, a 


A private life ledd in Albania | 
With Gonorill, long had in great renowne, Towne, 


That nought him griey'd to beene from rule depoſed 
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But true it is that when the oyle is ſpent 

The light goes out, and weeke is throwne away; 
So when he had reſignd his regiment, 

His daughter gan deſpiſe his drouping day, 


And wearie wax of his continuall ſtay: 


Tho to his daughter Regan he repayrd, 

Who him at firſt well uſed every way; 

But when of his departure ſhe defpayrd, 

Her bountie ſhe abated, and his cheare empayrd. 
| XXXI. 

The wretched man gan then aviſe too late, 

That love is not where moſt it is profeſt; 

Too truely tryde in his extremeſt ſtate: 

At laſt reſolv d likewiſe to prove the reſt, 

He to Cordelia himſel e addreſt, 

Who with entyre affection him receav d, 

As for her ſyre and king her ſeemed beſt ; 3 

And after all an army ſtrong ſhe leav'd, 


To war on thoſe which him had of his realme bene 4. 


| XXXIL 

So to his crowne ſhe him reſtord againe, 

In which he dyde, made ripe'for death by eld, 

And after wild it ſhould to her remaine, 

Who peaceably the ſame long time did weld, 

And all mens harts in dew obedience held; 

Till that her ſiſters children, woxen ſtrong, 

Through proud ambition againſt her rebeld, 

And overcommen, kept in priſon long, | 

Till weary of that wretched life herſelfe ſhe yea | 
B. y 
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| XXXIII. | 
Then gan = the bloody brethren both to raine; 


But fieree Cundah gan ſhortly to envy 


His brother Morgan, prickt with proud diſdaine 
To have a pere in part of ſoverainty; | 
And kindling coles of cruell enmity, 

Raiſd warre, and him in batteill overthrew 2: 
Whence as he to thoſe: woody hilles did fly, 
Which hight of him: Glamorgan, there him flew 


TOO did he raigne alone, when he none equal knew. 


XIV. 
His ſonne Rivall' his dead rowme did pix 
In whoſe fad time blood did from heaven rayne: 


Next great Gurguſtus, then faire Cæcily, 


In conſtant peace their kingdomes did contayne: 
After whom Lago, and Kinmarke did rayne, 
And Gorbogud, till far in years he grev; 


When his ambitious ſonnes unto them twayne 
Arraught the rule, and from their father drew; _ 
Stout Ferrex and ſterne Porrex him in Priſon threw. 


XXXV. 


But 0! the greedy thirſt of royall crowne, 
That knowes no kinred, nor regardes no right, 
Stird Porrex up to put his brother downe; 


Who unto him aſſembling forreigne might, 
Made warte on him, and fell himſelfe in fight: 
Whoſe death t' avenge, his mother mereileſſe 


(Moſt mercileſſe of women! Wyden hight) 
Her other ſonne faſt ſleeping did oppreſſe, 


And with moſt cruell hand him murdred pittileſſe. 
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Canto X. THE FAERY QUEENE, | 17 


XXXVI. 
Here ended Brutus? ſacred progeny, 
Which had ſeven hundred years this ſcepter born e 
With high renowme and great felicity : 
The noble braunch from th' antique ſtocke was torne 
Through diſcord, and the roiall throne forlorne. 
Thenceforth this realme was into ſactions rent, 
Whileſt each of Brutus boaſted to be borne, 
That in the end was left no moniment 
Of Brutus, nor of Briton's glorie auncient. 
- XXXVII. 
Then up aroſe a man of matchleſſe might, 
And wondrous wit to menage high affayres, 
Who, ſtird with pitty of the ſtreſſed plight. 
Of this ſad realme, cut into ſondry ſhayres 


By ſuch as claymd themſelves Brutes right full hayres, 


Gathered the princes of the people looſe 
To taken counſell of their common cares; 


Who with his wiſedom won, him ſtreight did chooſe 


heir king, and ſwore him fealty to win or looſe. 


| | XXXVIII. 
Then made he head againſt his enimies, 


And Ymner flew, of Logris miſcreate; | 
Then Ruddoe and. proud Stater, both allyes; 
This of Albany newly nominate, 


And that of Cambry king confirmed late, 
He overthrew through his owne valiaunce; 
Whoſe countries he redus'd to quiet ſtate, 


And ſhortly brought to civile governaunce, [aunce. 


Now ny which car(t were many made through vari- 
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Then made he ſacred lawes, which ſome men Was 
Were unto him reveald in viſion, 
By which he freed the traveilers high-way, 

The churches part, and ploughman's portion, 

Reſtraining: ſtealth and ſtrong extortion; 
The gratious Numa of Great Britany: | 
For till his dayes the chiefe dominion ö | 
By ſtrength was wielded without pollicy; | 3 N 
Therefore he firſt wore crow ne of gold for dignity. ; f 
Donwallo dyde, (for what may live for ay?) | : 
And left two ſonnes of peareleſſe proweſſe both, I 
That ſacked Rome too dearely did alley, | 4 
The recompence of their periured oth, 

07 And ranſackt Greece wel tryde, when they were wroth; 

: 1 Beſides ſubiected France and Germany, 

iF | Which yet their praiſes ſpeake, all be they loth, 

1 And inly tremble at the memory | 

+78 Of Brennus and Belinus, kinges of Britany. 

4 XLI. 

\ Next them did: Gurgiunt, great Belinus' ſonne, 

In rule ſucceede; and eke in father's praiſe; _ 

He Eaſterland ſubdewd, and Denmarke wonne, 

And of them both did foy and tribute raiſe, 

The which was dew in his dead father's daies : 

+ He alſo gave to fugitives of Spayne 

. (Whom he at fea found wandring from their wales) 

F A ſeate in Ireland ſafely to remayne, | 


Which they ſhoud hold of him as ſubiect to Britayne, | 
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Canto N. TEE FAERY" QUEENE; 19 


XE 


After him raigned Guitheline' his hayre, 
(The iuſteſt man and treweſt in his daies) 


Who had to wife Dame Mertia the fayre, 


A woman worthy of immortall praiſe, 


Which for this realme found many goodly layes, 


And wholeſome ſtatutes to her huſband brought: 


Her many deemd to have beene of the Fayes, 

As was Aegerie, that Numa tought: 

Thoſe yet of her be Mertian lawes both nam'd and 
XLIII. thought. 


Her fon ne Sifillus after her did rayne, 
And then Kimarus, and then Danius; 


Next whom Morindus did the'crowne ſuſtayne; 

Who, had he not with wrath outrageous, 

And cruell rancour, dim'd his valorous 

And mightie deedes, ſhould matched have the beſt, 

As well in that ſame field viQorious | 

Againſt the forreine Morands he expreſt; 

Yet lives his memorie, though carcas ſleepe i in reſt. 
XLIV. 


5 Five ſoones he left begotten of one wife, 


All which ſucceſſively by turnes did rayne. 
Firſt Gorboman, a man of vertuous life; 
Next Archigald, who for his proud diſdayne 
Depoſed was from princedome ſoverayne, 
And pitteous Elidure put in his ſted, | 


Who ſhortly it to him reſtord W. 05 


Till by his death he it recovered; 
But Peridure and Vigent him disthrovized: * 
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. + WF. = 

In wretched priſon long he did remaine, 
Till they out-raigned had their utmoſt date, 
And then therein reſeized was againe, 
And ruled long with honorable ſtate, 
Till he ſurrendred realme and life to Fate. 
Then all the ſonnes of theſe five brethren raynd 
By dew ſucceſſe, and all their nephewes late: 
Even thriſe eleven deſcents the crowne retaynd, 
Till aged Hely by dew heritage it gaynd. 

| XLVI. 
He "a two ſonnes, whoſe eldeſt, called Lud, 
Left of his life moſt famous memory, 
And endleſſe moniments of his great good : 
The ruin'd wals be did reædifye 
Of Troynovant, gainſt force of enimy, 
And built that gate which of his name is hight, 
By which he lyes entombed ſolemnly. 1 
He left two ſonnes too young to rule aright, 
Androgeus and Tenantius, pictures of his _ 

XLII. 
Whilſt they were young, Caſſibalane their eme 
Was by the people choſen in their ſtedl, 
Who on him tooke the roiall diademe, 
And goodly well long time it governed, 
Till the prowde Romanes him diſquieted, 
And warlike Cæſar, tempted with the name 
Of this ſweet iſland, never conquered, 
And envying the Briton's blazed fame, 
(O hideous hunger of dominion!) hether came. 
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XLVII. 


yet twiſe they were repulſed backe againe, 


And twiſe renforſt backe to their ſhips to fly, 


The whiles with blood they all the ſhore did Rey! 
And the gray ocean into purple dy: | 

Ne had they footing found at laſt perdie, 

Had not Androgeus, falſe to native foyle; 


And envious of uncle's ſoveraintie, 
Bet rayd his country unto fotreine ſpoyle. 


| Nou ght els but treaſon from the firſt this land did 1 


XLIX. 


80 by him Cæſar got the victory, 
Through great bloodſhed and many a fad 7 


In which himſelfe was charged heavily 


Of hardy Nennius, whom he yet did ſlay, 


But loſt his ſword, yet to be ſeene this day. 
Thenceforth this land was tributarie made 
T'ambitious Rome, and did their rule obay, 
Till Arthur all that reckoning defrayd: | 
Yet oft the Briton kings againſt them ſtrongly frayed? 
L. 


Next him Tenantivs raignd; then Kimbeline; 
What time th' Eternall Lord in fleſhly ſlime 


Enwombed was; from wretched Adam's line 
To purge away the guilt of ſinfull crime. 

O ioyous memorie of happy time, 

That heavenly grace ſo plenteouſly difplayd 4: 

O too high ditty for my ſimple rime! 

Soone after this the Romanes him warrayd, 
For that their tribute he refuſd to let be payd. 


22 THE FAERY QUEENE 


| LT. | 
Good Claudius, that next was Emperour, & 
An army brought, and with him batteile fought, {5 3 
In which the king was by a treachetour 1 
Difguited ſlaine, ere any thereof thought: 
Yet ceaſed not the bloody fight for ought; 
For Arvirage his brother's place ſupplyde 
Both in his armes and crowne, and by that draught 
Did drive the Romanes te the weaker ſyde, 
That they to peace agreed. So all was pacifyde. 
=> | 
Was never king more highly magnifide, 
Nor dredd of Romanes, then was Arvirage; 
For which the Emperour to him allide 
His daughter Genuiſs' in marriage; 
Yet ſhortly he renounſt the vaſſallage 
Of Rome againe, who hether haſtly ſent 
Veſpaſian, that with great ſpoile and rage 
Forwaſted all, till Genuiſſa gent 1 5 
Perſuaded him to ceaſſe, and her lord to relent. 
5 
He "PER and him ſucceded Marius, 
Who ioyd his dayes in great tranquillity : : 
Then Coyll; and after him good No 
That firſt received Chriſtianity, | 
The facred pledge of Chriſtes evangely. 
Yet true it is that long before that day 
Hither came loſeph of Arimathy, | 
Who brought with him the holy grayle, ( thy ſay) 
And preacht the truth; but ſince it greatly did decay. 
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LIV. 
This good king ſhortly without iſſew dide, 
Whereof great trouble in the kingdome grew, 
That did herſelfe in ſondry parts divide, 


And with her powre her owne ſelfe overthrew, 


Whileſt Romanes daily did the weake ſubdew: 


Which ſeeing, ſtout Bunduca up aroſe, 
And, taking armes, the Britons to her drew, 


With whom ſhe marched ſtraight againſt her foes, 


And them unwares beſides the Severne did encloſe, 


LV. 


There ſhe with them a cruell batteill tryde, 


Not with fo good ſucceſſe as ſhee deſerv'd; 


| By reaſon that the captaines on her ſyde, 


Corrupted by Paulinus, from her ſwerv'd: 
Yet ſuch as were through former flight preſerv'd, 
Gathering againe, her hoſt ſhe did renew, 
And with freſh corage on the victor ſerv'd; 
But being all defeated, fave a few, 
Rather than fly, or be captiv'd, herſelfe ſhe flew. 

| LVI. | 
o famous moniment of womens prayſe! 
Matchable either to Semiramis, 
Whom antique hiſtory ſo high doth rayſe, 


Or to Hypſiphil', or to Thomiris : 


Her hoſt two hundred thouſand numbras is, 
Who, whiles good fortune favoured her . 


Triumpbed oft againſt her enemis; 


And yet though overcome in hapleſſe fight, 
Shee triumphed on death, in enemies deſpight. 
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Her reliques Fulgent having gathered, 127 | 


Fought with Severus, and him overthrew; . 

Yet in the chaoe was ſlaine of them that fled, 

So made them victors whome he did ſubdew. 
Then gan Carauſius tirannize anew, 

And gainſt the Romanes bent their proper * | 
But him Allectus treatherouſly flew, | | 
And tooke on him the robe of Emperoure; 


Nath'lefle the ſame enioyed but ſhort happy howre: 


LVIII. 


For Aſclepiodate him overcame, 


And left inglorious on the vanquilht ends; 


Without or robe or rag to hide his ſhame; 
Then afterwards he in his ſtead did raigne, 


But ſhortly was by Coyll in batteill ſlaine; 
Who after long debate, ſince Lucies tyme, 
Was of the Britons firſt crownd ſoveraine: 


Then gan this realme renew her paſſed prime; 
He of his name Coylcheſter built of ſtone and lime. 


LIX. 


Which when the Romanes heard, they hether ſent 


Conſtantius, a man of mickle might, 


With whome King Coyll made an agreement, 


And to him gave for wife his daughter bright, 
Fayre Helena, the faireſt living wight, | 
Who in all godly thewes and goodly praiſe 
Did far excell, but was moſt famous hight | 
For ſkil in muſicke of all in her daies, 

As well in curious inſtruments as cunning laies. 
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; . 

Of whom he did great Conſtantine begett, 

Who afterward was Emperour of Rome; 


1 To which whiles abſent he his mind did _ 


Octavius here lept into his roome, 

And it uſurped by-unrighteous doome; 
But he his title iuſtiſide by might, 
Slaying Traherne, and having overcome 


Y The Romane legion in dreadfull fight; 


So ſettled he his 8 — and confirmd his right: 
LXI. 


35 But wanting yſſew male; his daughter deare 
© He gave in wedlocke to Maximian, 


And him with her made of his kingdome heyre, 


1 Who ſoone by meanes thereof the empire wan, 
XZ Till murdred by the freends of Gratian. 


Then gan the Hunnes and Picts invade this land, 

During the raigne of Maximinian ; 

Who dying, left none heire them to withſtand, 

But that they over-tan all parts with eaſy hand. 
LXII. 


5 The wii Britons, whoſe war-hable youth 
Was by Maximian lately ledd away, 


With wretched miſeryes and woefull ruth 


Were to thoſe pagans made an open pray, 
And daily ſpectacle of fad decay; yeares, 

Whome Romane warres, which now fowr hundred 
And more, had waſted, could no whit diſmay; 

7 Til by conſent of commons and of peares, 

XZ Theycrownd the ſecond Con ſtantine with ioy ous teares? 
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LXIII. 
Who having oft in batteill vanquiſhed . 


Thoſe ſpoylefull Picts, and ſwarming Eaſterlings, 


Long time in peace his realme eſtabliſhed, 
Yet oft annoyd with ſondry bordragings 
Of neighbour Scots and forrein ſcatterlings, 


With which the world did in thoſe dayes abound ; 


Which to out-barre, with painefull pyonings 
From ſea to ſea he heapt a mighty mound, 


Which ſromAlcluid toPanwelt did that boritte as 


7. FR 
Three ſonnes he dying left, all under age; 


Buy meanes whereof their uncle Vortigere 


Uſurpt the crowne during their pupillage; 
Which th' infants tutors gathering to feare, 
Them cloſely into Armorick did beare; 


For dicad of whom, and for thoſe Picts annoyes, | 
He ſent to Germany ſtraunge aid to reare, 


From whence eftſoones arrived here three hoyes 
Of Saxons, whom he for his ſaſety employes. 

_ LXV. N 
Two brethren were their capitayns, which hight 
Hengiſt and Horſus, well approv'd in warre, 
And both of them men of renowmed might, 
Who making vantage of their civile iarre, 


And of thoſe forreyners which came from farre, | 


Grew great, and pot large portions of land, 
That in the realme ere long they ſtronger arre 


Then they which ſought at firſt their helping hand, 


And Yortiper enforlt the — to aband: 
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LXVI. 
kut by the helpe of Vortimere his ſoone, 


[ Hie is againe unto his rule reſtord ; 


And Hengiſt, ſeeming ſad for that was donne, 
Received is to grace and new accord, 833 
Through his fair daughter's face and flattring word: 
Soone after which three hundred lords he flew | 
Of Britiſh blood, all ſitting at his bord; 

Whoſe dolefull moniments who lift to rew, 


3 Th" eternal marks of treaſon may at Stonheng vew. 


LXVII. 


By this the ſonnes of n which fled, 
> Ambroſe and Uther, did ripe yeares attayne, 


And here arriving, ſtrongly challenged 


The crowne, which Vortiger did long detayne ; 
Who, flying from his guilt, by them was ſlayne; 
And Hengiſt eke ſoone brought to ſhamefull death. 
T henceforth Aurelius peaceably did rayne, 
Till that through poyſon ſtopped was his breath; 
So now entombed lies at Stoneheng by the heath. 


LXVIII. 


A After him Uther, which Pendragon hight, 

2 Succeeding—There abruptly it did end, 

95 Without full point, or other ceſure right, 

E | As if the reſt ſome wicked hand did rend, 

or th' author ſelfe could not at leaſt attend 

| © To finiſh it; that ſo untimely breach ps 
Ei The prince himſelfe halfe ſeemed to offend ; 

Vet ſecret pleaſure did offence empeach, 

And wonder of antiquity long ſtopt his ſpeach. 
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LXIX. 

At laſt, ouks raviſht with delight to.heare + 
The royall offspring of his native land, II 
Cryde out, © Deare Countrey! O how ores deare 
4 Ought thy remembraunce and perpetuall band 
© Be'to-thy foſter childe, that from thy hand 

„ Did commun breath and nouriture receave ! 

« How brutiſh is it not to under ſtand 

© How much to her we owe that all us gave; 

< That gave unto us all whatever good we have!” 
r 

But Guyon all this while his booke did read, 

Ne yet has ended; for it was a great 

And ample volume, that doth, far excead 

My leaſure ſo long leaves here to repeat: 

It told how firſt Prometheus did create 

A man of many parts from beaſts deryv'd, 

And then ſtole fire from heven to animate. 

His worke, for which he was by Iove depryv'd 

Of life himſelſe, and hart- ſtrings of an aegle ryv d. 

LXXI. 

That man ſo made he called Elfe, to weet 

Quick, the firſt author of all Elfin kynd; 

Who, wandring through the world with wearie feet, 
Did in the gardins of Adonis fynd 327 
A goodly creature, whom he deemd in mynd 

To be no earthly wight, but either ſpright 
Or angell, th? authour of all woman kynd; ik 
Therefore a Fay he her according hight, right. 
Of whom all Faryes. ſpring, and fetch their lignage. 
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Canto X. THE FAERY QUEENE, | 29 


| LXXII. 

Of theſe a mighty people ſhortly grew, 

And puiſſant kinges, which all the world warrayd, 
And to themſelves all nations did ſubdew. | 


The firſt and eldeſt, which that ſcepter ſwayd, 


Was Elfin ; him all India obayd, 

And all that now America men call : 

Next him was noble Elfinan, who laid 

Cleopolis' foundation firſt of all, 

But Elfiline encloſd it with a golden wall, 
| LXXIII. 


His ſonne was Elfinell, who overcame 
The wicked Gobbelines in bloody field; 


But Elfant was of moſt renowmed fame, 


Who all of chriſtall did Panthea build: 


Then Elfar, who two brethern gyauntes kild, 


The one of which had two heades, th' other three; 

Then Elfinor, who was in magick ſkild; | 

He built by art upon the glaſly ſee 

A bridge of bras, whoſe ſound heven's thunder ſeem'd 
| | LXXITF.- - [to be. 

He left three h the which in order raynd, 

And all their offspring in their dew deſcents; 

Even ſeven hundred princes, which maintaynd 

With mightie deedes their ſondry governments, 


That were too long their infinite contents 


Here to record, ne much materiall; 

Yet ſhould they be moſt famous moniments, 

And brave enſample, both of martiall 

And civil rule to Kinges and ſtates imperiall, 
EO | Ccij 
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30 TE FAERY- QUEENE, 


LXXY., 


| After all theſe Elficlcos. did rayne, 


The wiſe Elficleos! in great, maieſtie, 

Who mightily that ſcepter did fuſtayne, 

And with rich-ſpoyles and famous victorie 

Did high advaunce the crowne of Faery. 

He left two ſonnes, of which faire Elferon, 

The eldeſt brother, did untimely dy, 

Whoſe emptie place the mightie Oberon 

Doubly ſupplide in ſpouſall and dominion. 
FTF 

Great was his power and glorie over all, 

Which him before that ſacred ſeate did fill, 

That yet remaines his wide memoriall. 

He dying, left the faireſt Tanaquill _ 

Him to ſucceede therein by his laſt will: 

Fairer and nobler liveth none this howre, 

Ne like in grace, ne like in learned ſkill; 

Therefore they Glorian call that ele flowre: 


Long may ſt thou, Glorian ! live in glory and great 


| LXXVII. 
N thus with delight of EDDY 
And naturall deſire of countryes ſtate, 
So long they redd in thoſe antiquities, | 
That how the time was fled they quite forgate; 697 
Till gentle Alma, ſeeing it fo late, 
Perforce their ſtudies broke, and them beſovokt | 
To thinke how ſupper did them long awaite; 
So halfe unwilling from their bookes them brought, 


[powre. 


And aycely feaſted, as ſo noble en ſhe 3 | 
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THE FAERY SUEENE. 
BOOK II. CANTO XI. 


The enimies of Temperaunce 
Beſiege her dwelling place; 

Prince Arthure them repelles, and fowle 
Maleger doth deface. 


J. 


| W ar warre ſo cruel, or what ſiege ſo ſore, 
As that which ſtrong affections doe apply 


Againſt the forte of Reaſon evermore, 


| To bring the ſowle into captivity? | 
| Their force is fiercer through infirmity 


Of the fraile fleſh, relenting to their rage, | 
And exerciſe molt bitter 'tyranny 


V pon the partes brought into their bondage : 
No vretchedneſſe is like to ſinfull vellenage. 


II. | 
But in a body which doth freely yeeld 


His partes to Reaſon's rule obedient, 


And letteth her that ought the ſcepter weeld, 


| All happy peace and goodly government 


Is ſettled there in ſure eſtabliſhment: 


l There Alma, like a virgin queene AY 


Dot floriſh in all beautie excellent, 


And to her gueſtes doth bounteous Vinkibe dight, 
Attempred goodly well for health and for delight. 
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| III. 
Early before the Morne with cremoſin ray 
The windowes of bright heaven opened had, 
Through which into the world the dawning Day 
Might looke, that maketh every creature glad, 
Uproſe Sir Guyon, in bright armour clad, 
And to his purpoſd iourney him prepar'd; 


With him the palmer eke in habit ſad 


Himſelfe addreſt to that adventure hard; 

So to the river's * they both together far'd: 
1 

Where them awaited ready at the ford 

The ferri man, as Alma had behight, 

With his well-rigged bote: they goe abord, 


And he eftſoones gan launch his barke forthright, 


Ere long they rowed were quite out of light, 
And faſt the land behynd them fled away. 

But let them pas, whiles winde and wether right 
Doe ſerve their turnes; here I a while muſt ſtay, 


To ſee a cruell fight doen by the prince this day. 


V. 
For all ſo ſoone as Guyon thence was gon 
Upon his voyage with his truſtie guyde, 
That wicked band of villeins freſh begon 
That caſtle to aſſaile on every fide, = 
And lay ſtrong ſiege about it far and wyde. 
So huge and infinite their numbers were, 
That all the land they under them did hyde; 
So fowle and ugly, that exceeding feare 


Their viſages impreſt, when they approched neare, 
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And covetous aſpects, all eruel enimyes. 
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VI. 


1 Them in twelve troupes their captein did mop 
1 And round about in fitteſt ſteades did place, 
Where each might beſt offend his proper n 
br And his contrary obiect moſt deface, ö 
As every one ſeem'd meeteſt in that cace. 
be: Seven of the ſame againſt the caſtle-gate, 


In ſtrong entrenchments he did cloſely place, 


1 Which with ineeſſaunt force and endleſſe hate 
1 They battred dayand night, andentraunce did aunte. 


VII. 
The other five ſive ſondry wayes he ſett 


1 Againſt the five great bulwarkes of that pyle, 


And unto each a bulwarke did arrett, 


. aſfiyle vit open force or hidden guyle, 


In hope thereof to win victorious ſpoile. 


Z They all that charge did fervently apply | 
4 With greedy malice and importune toyle, 


And planted there their huge artillery, 


With which they dayly made moſt dreadfull battery. 


VII. 
The fir ſt troupe was a monſtrous tas EIS 15s 
Of fowle misſhapen wightes, of which ſome were 


i | Headed like owles, with beckes uncomely bent; 


Others like dogs, others like gryphons dreare; 


3 And ſome had wings, and ſome had clawes to teare; 
And every one of them had lynces eyes, 


And every one did bow and arrowes beare: 
All thoſe were lawleſle luſtes, corrupt envyes, 
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Thoſe fame againſt the bulwarke of the Sight 


Did lay ſtrong ſiege and battailous aſſault, 
Ne once did yield it reſpitt day nor night; 


But ſoone as Titan gan his head exault, 


And ſoone againe as he his light withhault, 


Their wicked engins they againſt it bent, 
That is each thing by which the eyes may fault; 


But two then all more huge and violent, 


Beautie and Money, they that bulwarke orely rent. 


— | 
The " bulwarke was the Hearing ſence, | 


Gainſt which the ſecond troupe deſſignment makes; 


Deformed creatures, in ſtraunge difference, 


Some having heads like harts, ſome like to ſnakes, 
Some like wild bores late rouzd out of the brakes: 


Slaunderous reproches, and fowle infamies, 


Leaſinges, backbytinges, and vaine-glorious _m | 


Bad counſels, prayſes, and falſe flatteries ; 


All thoſe againſt that fort did bend their batteries. | 


AI. 
Likewiſe that ſame third 138 the is on 


Of that third troupe was cruelly aſſayd, 


Whoſe hideous ſhapes were like to feendes of hell, 
Some like to houndes, ſome like to apes diſmayd, 
Some like to puttockes all in plumes arayd; 


All ſhap't according their conditions; 


For by thoſe ugly formes weren pourtrayd 
Fooliſh delights and fond abuſions, 


Which doe *. ſence beſiege with light il ions. 


Book II. 
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un, e 
And that fourth band, which cruell battry bent 

Againſt the fourth bulwarke, that is the Taſte, 
Was as the reſt a gryſlie rablement; | | 
Some mouth'd like greedy oyſtriges, ſome fate 
Like loathly toades, ſome faſhioned in the waſte | 
Like ſwine; for ſo deformd is luxury, | 
Surfeat, miſdiet, and unthriftie waſte, 
Vaine feaſtes, and ydle ſuperfluity; 
All thoſe this ſence's fort aflayle W 

XIII. | 

But the fift troupe, moſt harrible of hew, 
And ferce of force, is dreadfull to report; 
For ſome like ſnailes, ſome did like ſpyders ſhew, 
And ſome like ugly urchins, thick and ſhort: 
Cruelly they aſſayled that fift fort, 
Armed with dartes of ſenſuall delight, 
With ſtinges of carnall luſt, and ſtrong effort 
Of feeling pleaſures, with which day and night 
NH Againſt that ſame fift bulwarke they continued fight. 
= - f | XIV. CEN | 
Thus theſe twelve troupes with dreadfull puiſſaunce 
= Againſt that caſtle reſtleſſe ſiege did lay, | 
U And evermore their hideous ordinaunce 
2Z Upon the bulwarkes cruelly did play, 


3 That now it gan to threaten neare decay ; 

# And evermore their wicked capitayn _ 

7 Provoked them the breaches to aſſay, 
Somtimes with threats. ſomtimes with hope of gayn, 


2 Which by the ranſack of that peece they ſhould attayn: 
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| XV. | 
On th'-other ſyde, thꝰ aſſieged caſtles ward 
Their ſted faſt ſtonds did mightily maintaine, 
And many bold repulſe, and many hard: 


Atchievement, wrought with perill and with Payee, 


That goodly frame from. ruine to ſuſtaine ; _ 


And thoſe two brethren gyauntes did defend 


The walles ſo ſtoutly with their ſturdie mayne, 

That never entraunce any durſt pretend, | 

But theytodirefull death their groning ghoſts did ſend. 
MK 

The noble virgin, ladie of the place, 

Was much diſmayed with that dreadful fight,” 


(For never was ſhe in fo evill cace) 


Till that the prince, ſeeing her ET licks, 

Gan her recomfort from ſo fad affright, | 

Offring his ſervice and his deareſt life 

For her defence againſt that carle to fight, 

Which was their chiefe, and th' authour of that ſtrife : 

She him remercied as the patrone of her life. 
RVITL. 

Eftſoones himſelfe in glitterand armes ; he dight, 

And his well-proved weapons to him hent; 


So taking courteous conge, he behight r 
Thoſe gates to be unbar'd, and forth he went. 


Fayre mote he thee, the proweſt and moſt gent 
That ever brandiſhed bright ſtecle on hye 

Whom ſoone as that unruly rablement 

With his gay ſquyre iſſewing did eſpye, | 
They reard a molt outrageous dreadfull yelling cry : 
| 5 | 
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XVIII. | 
And ern attonce at him let ft. 


9 Their fluttring arrowes, thicke as flakes of JOS (fd) 


And round about him flocke impetuouſly, 

Like a great water flood, that tombling low - 
From the high mountaines threates to overflow | 
With faddein fury all the fertile playne, ny 
And the fad huſbandman's long hope doth flirv!/ 
Adowne the. ſtreame, and all his vowes make vayne; 
Norbounds nor banks his headlong ruine mayſuſtayne, 
Upon his ſhield their heaped hayle he bore, 
And with his ſword diſperſt the rasſkall flockes, 
Which fled aſonder, and him fell before, | 

As withered leaves drop from their dryed ſtockes, 
When the wroth weſtern wind does reave their locks, 
And underneath him his courageous ſteed, 

The fierce Spumador, trode them downe like docks; 
The fierce Spumador ! borne of heavenly ſeed, 
Such as Laomedon of Phœbus' race did breed. 
Which ſuddeine horrour and. confuſed cry 

Whenas their capteine heard, in haſte he yode 
The cauſe to weet, and fault to remedy : 

Upon a tygre ſwift and fierce he rode, 

That as the winde ran underneath his lode, 

Whiles his long legs nigh raught unto the ground : 
Full large he was of limbe, and ſhoulders brode, 
But of ſuch ſubtile ſubſtance and unſound, [unbound: 
That like a ghoſt he ſeem'd, whoſe grave-clothes were 
J un: e 11h | D 
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XXI. 


And in his hand a bended bow was ſeene, 
And many arrowes under his right ſide, 
All deadly daungerous, all cruell keene, 


Headed with flint, and fethers bloody dide, 

Such as the Indians in their quivers hide: 

Thoſe could he well direct, and ſtreight as line, 

And bid them ſtrike the marke whieh he had eyde ; 

Ne was there ſalve, ne was there medicine, 

Fhat mote recure their wounds; ſo inly they did tine, 
XXII. 


As hs and wan as aſhes was his looke, 


His body leane and meagre as a rake, 


And ſkin all withered like a dryed rokke; 
Thereto as cold and drery as a ſnake, 


That ſeemd to tremble evermore and quake 7 


All in a canvas thin he was bedight, 


And girded with x belt of twiſted brake; 


Upon his head he wore an helmet light, 


Made of a dead man's ſkull, that ſeemd a ghaſtly ſight. 


XXIII. | 
Maleger was his name; and after him 
There follow'd faſt at hand two wicked hags, 
With hoary lockes all looſe and viſage grim; 
Their feet unſhod, their bodies wrapt in rags, 
And both as ſwift on foot as chaſed ſtags; 
And yet the one her other legge had lame, 


Which with a ſtaffe all full of litle ſnags 


She did ſupport, and Impotence her name 3 


Vu th' other was Impatience, armd with raging flam*. 


Cs 


rn. 


Canto XI. THE FAERY QUEENE. 
„ XXIV. 
Soone as the carle from far the prince eſpyde, 
Gliſtring in armes and warlike ornament, 
His beaſt he felly prickt on either ſyde, 
And his miſehievous bow full readie bent, 
With which at him a cruell ſhaft he ſeht; 
But he was warie, and it warded well 
Upon his ſhield, that it no farther went, 
But to the groumd the idle quarrell fell; 
Then he another and another did cxpel!: 
XXV. . 
Which to prevent; the prince his mortall Fears 
Soone to him raught, and fierce at him did ride, ans 
To be avenged of that ſhot wiiyleares r: 
But he was not ſo hardy to abide : 
That bitter ſtound, but turning quicke aſide 
His light-foot beaſt, fled faſt away for feare : 
Whom to peurfue, the infagit after hide, 


; | So faſt as his good courſer could him beare; 
Hut labour loſt it was to weene approch him neare. 


N | 
For as the winged wind His tigre fled, 
That vew of eye could ſcarſe him overtake; 


Ne ſcarſe his feet on ground were ſeene to tred; 
Through hils and dales he ſpeedy way did make, 


Ne hedge ne ditch his readie paſſage brake, 
And in his flight the villeine turn'd his face 


(ds wonts the Tartar by the Caſpidn lake, 


7 Whenas the Ru&+4h him in fight does chace) 


Unto his tygre' $ taile, and ſhot at him apaer. 
Di ij 
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Be” nxt 
And in his hand a bended bow was ſcene, 
And many arrowes under his right ſide, 
All deadly daungerous, all cruel keene, 
Headed with flint, and-fethers bloody dide, 
Such as the Indians in their quivers hide: 
Thoſe could he well direct, and ſtreight as line, 
And bid them ſtrike the marke whieh he had eyde ; 
Ne was there ſalve, ne was there medicine, | 
Fhat mote recure their wounds; ſo inly _ did tine. 

| | XXII. 

As pale and wan as aſhes was his looke, 

His hody leane and meagre as a rake, 

And ſkin all withered like a dryed rooke ; 

Thereto as cold and drery as a ſnake, 
That ſeemd to tremble evermore and quake: 

All in a canvas thin he was bedight, 

And girded with x belt of twiſted brake; 
Upon his head he wore arr helmet light, 
Made of a dead man's ſkull, that ſeemd a ghaſtly ſight, 

| XXIII. 

0 was his name; and after him 
There follow d faſt at hand two wicked hags, 
With hoary lockes all looſe and viſage grim; 5 
Their feet unſhod, their bodies wrapt in rags, 
And both as ſwift on foot as chaſed ſtags; 
And yet the one her other legge had ne 5 
Which with a ſtaſſe all full of litle ſnags 
She did ſupport, and Impotence her name; 


Both deher was * armd with raging flame. | ; 
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Soone as the carle from fur the prince eſpyde, 56A 


Gliſtring in armes and warlike ornament, 

His bealt he felly prickt on either ſyde, © 

And his mifehierous bow full rradie bent, 

With which at him a cruell ſhaft he ſeht; 

But he was warie, and it warded well 

Upon his ſhield, that it no farther went, 

But to the grommd' the idle quarrell fell; 

Then he another and another did expell: 
r 

Which to prevent, the prince his mortall ſpeate 

Soone to him raught, and fierce at him did ride, 


Io be avenged of that ſhot whiylears: | 
But he was not ſo hardy to abide | 


That bitter ſtownd, but turning quicke 4 
His light-foot beaft] fed faſt away for frare: 
Whom to pourſue, the infact ufter hide, 


So faſt as his good courſer could him beare; 


But labour loft it was to weene approch him neare. 
XXVI. 
For as the winged wind Vis tipre fled, 


= That vew of eye could ſcarſe him overruke; 


Ne ſcarſe his feet on ground were ſeene to tred; 
Through hils and dales he ſpeedy way did make, ew! 
Ne hedge ne ditch his readie paſſage brake, 


Ang in his fight the villeine tarn'd his face 


(As wonts the Tartar by the Caſpian lake, 
Whenas the Ru un him in fight does chace) 


Unto 0-08 tygre' s taile, and ſhot at him apace. 
D 1 y | 
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XXVII. 

1 be mot, and yet he fled apace, 5 311050 

still as the greedy knight nigh to him drew; 

And oftentimes he would relent his pace, 

That him his foe more fiercely ſhould pourſew: 

But when his uncouth manner he did ver, 

He gan avize to follow him no more, ir «of: * 

But keepe his ſtanding, and his ſhaftes akhew; 

Untill he quite had ſpent his perlous ſtore, 

And then aſſay le him freſh, ere he could ſhift for more. 
| XXVIII. 

But that lame hag, ſtill as abroad he ſtrew 

His wicked arrowes, gathered them againe, 

And to him brought, freſh batteill to renew; 

Which he eſpying, caſt her to reſtraine | 

From yielding ſuccour to that curſed ſwaine, 

And her attaching, thought her hands to tye; 

But ſoone as him diſmounted on the plaine 

That other hag did far away efpye =» 

Binding her ſiſter, ſhe to him ran haſtily ; 12 


XXIX. 
And catching hold of him as downe he lent, Like 
Him backe ward overthrew, and downe him ſtayd- - Hath 
With their rude handes,and gryeſly graplement; _ With 
Till that the villein, comming to their ayd, ' + And 
Upon him fell, and lode upon him layd: At la 
Full litle wanted but he had him flaine. And 
And of the battell balefull end had made. All t. 
Had not his gentle ſquire beheld higapaine, | Tt no 


And commen to his reſkew ere his bitter bane. And 


1 Cans r THE FAERY 2 


| XXX. 
80 ad and moſt glorious thing on ground 
| May often need the helpe of weaker hand; 


3o feeble is man's ſtate, and life unſound, 


That in afſuraunce it may never ſtarid, 
Till it diſſolved be from earthly band. 
Proofe be thou, Prince] the proweſt man alyve, 
And nobleſt borne of all in Britayne land; 
Vet thee fierce Fortune did ſo nearely drive, 


That had not grace thee leſt thon ſhouldeſt not ſur- 


XXXI. © 
The ſhuyrs arriving, fiercely in his armes 5 
Snatcht firſt the one, and then the other jade; 
(His chiefeſt letts and authors of his harmes) 
And them perforce withheld with thireatned blade, 
Leaſt that his lord they ſhould behinde invade; - 


The whites the prince, prickt with reprochful ſhame, 


As one awakte out of long ſlombring ſhade, 
Revivyng thought of glory and of fame, 


United * his powres to purge himſelle from blame, 


| XXXII. 
Like as a : fire, the which in hollow cave 
Hath long bene under-kept and down fappre ſt, 
With murmurous diſdayne doth inly rave 
And grudge, in fo ſtreight priion to be preſt, 
At laſt breakes forth with furious unteſt, 
And ſtrives to mount unto his native ſeat, 
All that did earſt it hinder and moleſt, 
Tt now devoures with flames and ſcorching heat, 


And carries into ſmoake with rage and horror great; 


Day. 
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Book IT. 


= XXXIII. 

So mightely the Briton prince him rouzd 
Out of his holde, and broke his caytive bands; 
And as a beare whom angry curres have touzd, 
Having off- ſhakt them and eſcapt their hands, 
Becomes more fell, and all that him withſtands 
Treads down and overthrowes; now had the carle 
Alighted from his tigre, and his hands 
Diſcharged of his bow and deadly quar'le, 
To ſeize upon his foe, flatt lying on the marle. 

| XXXIV. - | 
Which now him turnd to diſavantage deare; 
For neither can he fly nor other harme, 
But truſt unto his ſtrength and manhood meare, \ 
Sith now he is far from his monſtrous ſwarme, 


And of his weapons did himſelfe diſarme. 


The knight yet wrathfull for his late diſgrace, 
Fiercely ad vaunſt his valorous right arme, 
And him ſo fore ſmott with bis yron mace, 


That merlin g to the ground he fell, and 514 his place. 


XXXV. 
Wel weened hee that field was then his owne, 
And all his labor brought to happy end; 
When ſuddein up the villeine overthrowne 
Out of his ſwowne aroſe freſh to contend, 
And gan himſelfe to ſecond battaill bend, | 
As hurt he had not beene: thereby there lay 
An huge great ſtone, which ſtood upon one end, 
And had not bene removed many a day, 
Some land-marke ſeemd to bee, or ſi igne of fundry way: 


*. 


Ce. | 


ay: 
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XXXVI. ö 
The ſame he ſnatcht, and with exceeding br 


Threw at his foe, who was right well aware 
To thonne the engin of his meant decay 


lt booted not to thinke that throw to beare, / 


But grownd he gave, and lightly lept areare 

Efte fierce retourning, as a faulcon fayre, 

That once hath failed of her ſouſe full neare, 

Remounts againe into the open ayre, 

And anto better fortune doth herſelfe prepayre. 

XXXVII. 

So brave retourning, with his brandiſht blade 

He to the carle himſelfe agayn addreſt, 

And ſtrooke at him ſo ſternely, that he made 

An open paſſage through his riven breſt, 

That halfe the ſteele behind his backe did reſt; 

Which drawing backe, he looked evermore 

When the hart blood ſhould guſh out of his cheſt, 

Or his dead corſe ſhould fall upon the flore ; 

But his dead corſe upon the flore fell nathemore. 
XXXVIII. | 

Ne drop of blood appeared thed to bee, 

All were the wownd ſo wide and wonderous, 

That through his carcas one might playnly ſee. 

Halfe in amaze with horror hideous, 

And halfe'in rage to be deluded thus, : 

Again through both the ſides he ſtrooke him be 

That made his ſpright to grone full piteous; 

Yet nathemore forth fled his groning ſpright, 

But freſhly as at firſt prepard himſelfe to fight. 
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| | XXXIX. | 
Thereat he ſmitten was witly great affright, | 
And trembling terror did his hart apall, 
Ne wiſt he what to thinke of that ſame f ight, | 
Ne what to ſay, ne what to doe at all: | 
| He doubted leaſt it were ſome magicall 
Illuſion that did beguile his ſenſe, 
Or wandring ghoſt that wanted funerall, 
Or aery ſpirite, under falſe pretence 
Or belli feend rayſd up ee diveliſh ſcience. 

XI.. | 

His wonder far exceeded . n 
That he began to doubt his dazeled ſight, 
And oft of error did himſelfe appeach. 
Fleſh without blood, a perſon without ſpright, 
Wounds without hurt, a body without might, 


That could doe harme, yet could not harmed bee, 


That could not die, yet ſeemd a mortall wight, 
That was moſt ſtrong in moſt infirmitee; 

Like did he never heare, like did he never ſee. 
8 

Awhile he ſtood in this aſtoniſnment, 

Yet would he not for all his great diſmay 

Gipe over to effect his firſt intent, 

And th' utmoſt meanes of victory aſſay, 

Or th' utmoſt yſſew of his owne decay. 

His owne good ſword Mordure, that never fayld 

At need till now, he lightly threw away, | 
And his bright ſhield, that nought him now ela, ; 
And with his naked hands him forcibly aſſayld. 
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| XLII. 
Twixt bis two mighty armes him up he —— 
And cruſht his carcas ſo againſt his breſt, 


. | That the diſdainfull ſowle he thence diſpacht, 
f And th' ydle breath all utterly expreſt: 
Tho when he felt him dead, adowne he leſt | 


The lumpiſh corſe unto the ſenſeleſſe rns ; #3}. 

Adowne he keſt it with ſo puiſſaunt wreſt, | 

That backe againe it did alofte rebownd, 

Andy gave againſt his mother Earth a Donde) end 
XLII. 

4 hw Tove's harneſſe-bearing bird from 3 

Stoupes at a flying heron with proud diſdayne, 

The ſtone- dead quarrey falls ſo forciblye, 

That yt rebownds againſt the lowly playne, 

A ſecond fall redoubling backe agayne. 

Then thought the prince all peril ſure was paſt,” 


And that he victor onely did remayne ; 


No ſooner thought, then that the carle as faſt 


Gan heap huge ſtrokes on him, as ere he down was 


XLIV. | [caſt, 
Nigh his wits end then woxe th' amazed Knit, 
And thought his labor loſt, and travell vayne, 
Againſt this lifeleſſe ſhadow ſo to fight :- 
Yet life he ſaw, and felt his mighty mayne, 


That whiles he marveild ſtill did ſtill him payne: 


Forthy he gan ſome other wayes advize, 
How to take life from that dead-living ſwayne, 


Whom (till he marked freſlily to arize prize. 


From th' earth, and from her womb new ſpirits to re- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
ö 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 


| 
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He then remembred well that had bene fayd, 
How th' Earth his mother was, and firſt him W 
She eke ſo often as his liſe decayd, | 
Did life with uſury to him reſtore, * b 
And reyſd him up much ſtrunger then bil 9 
So ſoone as he unto her wombe did fall; 4 | 
Therefore to ground he would him the more; 
Ne him committ to grave terreſtrial, | 3 
But beare him farre from hope of ſuccour ufuall. 
XLVE 
Tho up he caught him twixt his puiſſaunt hands, 
And having ſcruzd out of his carrion corſe 
The lothfull life, now looſd from ſinful bands, 
Upon his ſhoulders cat ried him perforſe 
Above three furlongs, taking his full courſe, 
Untill he came nnto a ſtanding lake; | 
Him thereinto he threw without remorſe, 
Ne ſtird, till hope of life did him forſake : * 
So end of that carlc's dayes and his owne paynes did 
XLVII. [make. 
| Which when thoſe wicked hags from far did ſpye, 
. El Like two: mad dogs they ran about the lands; 
FS And th' one of them with dreadfull yelling crye, 
} Throwing away her broken chaines and bands, 
: And having quencht her burning fier-brands, 
1 Hedlong herſelfe did caſt into that lake 
Fr But Impotence with her owne wilfull hands 
„ One of Maleger's curſed darts did take, 
80 ryv __—_ trembling hart, niches end did make; | 
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XLVIII, 
Thus now alone he conquerour remaines ; 
Tho cumming to his ſquyre that kept his ſteed, 
Thought to have mounted, but his feeble vaines 
Him faild thereto, and ſerved not his need, 
Through lofle of blood which from his wounds did 
That he began to faint, and life decay: bleed, 
But his good ſquyre him helping up with ſpeed, 
With ſtedfaſt hand upon his horſe did ſtay, 


And led him to the caſtle by the beaten way. 


XLIX. 


Where many groomes and ſquyres ready were 


To take him from his ſteed full tenderly ; 
And eke the fayreſt Alma mett him there, 
With balme and wine, and coftly ſpicery, 
To comfort him in his infirmity : 

Efteſoones ſhe cauſd him up to be convayd, 


And of his armes deſpoyled eafily; 


In ſumptuous bed ſhee made him to be layd, 
And al the while his wounds were dreſſing by kim. 
ſtay c. 
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"ih BOOK II. CANTO xu. 


Guyon, by ls governaunce, 
Paſſing through perilles great, | 
Doth overthrow the Bowre of Blis, 
And Acraſy defeat. 


L. 
Now ginnes as n frame of Temperaunce 
Fayrely to riſe, and her adorned hed 
To pricke of higheſt prayſe forth to advaunce, 


Formerly grounded and faſt ſetteled 


On firme foundation of true bountyhed ; 

And this brave knight, that for this vertue fightes, 
Now comes to point of that ſame perilous ſted, 
Where Pleaſure dwelles in ſenſuall delights, 


Mongſt thouſand nen and ten thouſand magick 


II. | E 
Two wn in that ſea he ayled has, 
Ne ever land beheld, ne living wight, 
Ne ought ſave perill, ſtill as he did pas: 
Tho when appeared the third morrow bright 


| Upon the waves to ſpred her trembling light, 


An hideous roring far away they heard, 
That all their ſences filled with affright, 


And ſtreight they ſaw the raging ſurges reard 
Vp to the ſkyes, that them of drowning made affeard. 


2 


rd. 


Canto XII. TRE YAERY QUEENE. 

- 
Said then the boteman, Palmer, ſtere aright, - 
« And keepe an even courſe, for yonder way 
« We needes muſt pas; (God doe us well acquighit !) 
ce That is the Gulfe of Greedineſſe, they ſay, 
« That deepe engorgeth all this worldes pray, 
„Which having ſwallowd up exceſſively, 
« He ſoone in vomit up againe doth lay, 
„And belcheth forth his ſoperfluity, 
That all che Kaas for feare doe ſeeme away to fly. 
| IV. 
« On tht other ſyde an hideous rock is pight 
Of mightie magnes ſtone, whoſe eraggie elift 
% Depending from on high, dreadful} to ſight, 
Over the waves his rugged armes doth lift, 
And threatneth downe to throw his ragged rift 


On whoſo cometh nigh; yet nigh it drawes 


« All paſſengers, that none from it can ſhift; 

% For whiles they fly that gulfe's devouring iawes, 

They on the rock are rent, and ſunck in helples 

To: | [wawes.” 

Forward they paſſe, ak ſtrongly he them rowes, 

Untill they nigh unto that gulfe arryve, 

Where ſtreame more violent and greedy growes ; 

Then he with all his puifaunce doth ſtryve 

To ſtrike his oares, and mightily doth dryve 

The hollow veſſell through the threatfull wave, 

Which gaping wide to ſwallow them alyve 

In th' huge abyſſe of his engulfing grave, [rave. 

Doth rore at them in vaine, and with great terrour 
Volume TIF, E 
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| VI. 
They paſſing by, that griſely mouth did ſee | 
Sucking the ſeas into his entralles deepe, 
That ſeemd more horrible than hell to bee, 
Or that darke dreadfull hole of Tartare ſtecpe, 


Through which the damned ghoſts doen often creepe : 


Backe to the world, bad livers to torment; 
But nought that falles into this direfull deepe, 


Ne that approcheth nigh the wyde deſcent, 
May backe retourne, but is condemned to be drent. 


VII. 
On th' other ſide ha ſaw that petilous rocke, : 
Threatning itſelfe on them to ruinate, | 
On whoſe ſharp cliftes the ribs of veſſels "0 


And ſhivered ſhips, which had beene wrecked late, | 


Yet ſtuck with carcaſes exanimate | 

Of ſuch as, having all their ſubſtance ſpent - 

In wanton ioyes and luſtes intemperate, 

Did afterwardes make ſhipwrack violent 

Both of | theis life and fame, for ever fowly Went. 
VIII. 

Forthy t this hight'the Rock of vile Reproch, 

A daungerous and deteſtable place, 


To which nor fiſh nor fowle did once approch, 


But yelling meawes, with ſeagulles hoars and bace, 
And cormoyraunts, with birds of ravenous race, 
Which ſtill fat wayting on that waſtfull cleft _ 
For ſpoile of wretches, whoſe unhappy cace, 
After loſt credit and conſumed thrift, _ 

At laſt them driven hath to this deſpairefull drift. 
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Canto XII. Tet FAERY"QUEENE. 
The palmer ſeeing them in lafetie paſt, - 

Thus ſaide; Behold th' enſamples in our lightes 

« Of luſtfull luxurie and thriftleſſe waſt, | 
What now is left of miſerable wightes, 

Which ſpent their looſer daies in leud delightes, 

© But ſhame and fad reproch, here to be red 

% By theſe rent reliques ſpeaking their ill plightes? 

“Let all that live hereby be counſelled Vie 

0 To ſhunne Rock of Reproch, and it as death to 
| 3 ; dread.“ 

So forth they rowed, and that ferry man 


With his ſtiffe oares did bruſh the ſea ſo ſtrong, | 


That the hoare waters from his frigot ran, 
And the light bubles daunced all along, 


| Whites the ſalt brine out of the billowes ſprong. 


At laſt far off they many iflandes ſpy 

On every ſide floting the floodes emong; 

Then faid the knight, Lo I the land deſery, 

6 Therefore,oldSyre,thy courſe doe thereunto apply.“ 
XI. 1 

© That may not bee,” ſaid then the ferryman, 

te Leaſt wee unweeting hap to be fordonne; 

“for thoſe ſame iſlands, ſeeming now and than, 

6 Are not firme land, nor any certein wonne, 

* But ſtragling plots, which to and fro doe ronne 

e In the wide waters; therefore are they hight 

** The Wandring Iſlands; therefore doe them ſhonne, 

« For they have oft drawne many a wandring wight 

Into moſt deadly daunger and diſtreſſed plight. 

SY 
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| |  _— 5 
< Yet well they ſeeme to him that farre doth vew 
„Both faire and fruit full, and the grownd. difpred 
« With graſſy greene of delectable he u; 

% And the tall trees, with leaves appareled,  : 
Are deckt with, bloſſoms dyde in white and red, 
6 That mote the paſſengers thereto allure; _ 
«© But whoſoever once hath faſtened: - | = 
* His foot thereon may never it recure, —— FF - 
© But wandreth ever more uncertein and unſure. | 
XIII. 
te 8 tht Iſle of Delos whylome, men — | . 
© Amid th'Aegzan ſea long time did ſtray, 9 
Ne made for ſhipping any certeine port, 1 
* Till that Latona, traveiling that way, N 
« Flying from lunoes wrath and hard aſlay, WJ 7 
W : 
V 


« Of her fayre twins was there delivered, 
© Which afterwards did rule the night and day; 9 
“ Thenceforth it firmely was eſtablined. 80 
And for Apolloes temple highly e 3 
| | XIV. 
— 14 They 1 to him. hearken, as beſeemeth meete, 
11 And paſſe on forward: ſo their way daes ly, 
That one of thoſe ſame iſlands, which doe fleet 
In the wide ſea, they needes muſt paſſen by, 
Which ſeemd ſo ſweet and pleaſaunt to the eye, 
That it would tempt a man to touehen there: 
Upon the banck they ſitting did eſpy 
A daintie damſell dreſſing of her bare, E942 + 
By whom a little ſkippet floting did appeare. - EF" 
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she them eſpying loud to them can call, 
Bidding them nigher draw unto the ſhore, 


And therewith lowdly laught; but nathemore 
Would they once turne, but kept on as afore: 


| we ſhe in merry ſort : 
Them gan to bord, and purpoſe diverſly, 


XV, 
For ſhe. had cauſe to buſie them withall, 


Which when ſhe ſaw, ſhe left her lockes undight, 

And running to her boat withouten ore, 

From the departing land it launched light, 

And after them did drive with all her power and 
II. | (mids 


Now faining dalliaunce and wanton ſport, 

Now throwing forth lewd wordes immodeſtly; 

Till that the palmer gan full bitterly 

Her to rebuke for being looſe and light; 

Which not abiding, but more ſcornfully 

Scoffing at him that did her iuſtly wite, 

She turnd her bote about, and from them rowed quite. 
4 XVII. | 

That was the wanton Phædria, which late 

Did ferry him over the Idle lake; 

Whom nought regarding, they kept on their gate, 

And all her vaine allurements did forſake : | 

When them the wary boteman thus beſpake; 

Here now behoveth us well to avyſe, 

* And of our ſafety good heede to take, 

For here before a perlous paſſage lyes, [dies: 

8 * Where many mermayds haunt, making falſe melo- 
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N 
t But =, the way there is a great quickſand, 
* And a whirlepoole of hidden jeopardy, 


Therefore, Sir Palmer, keepe an even hand, 


For twixt them both the narrow way doth ly.“ 

Scarſe had he ſaide, when hard at hand 4 ſpy 

That quickſand nigh, with water covered, | 

But by the checked wave they did deſcry. 

It plaine, and by the ſea diſcoloured; 

It called was the Quickeſand of Unthriſtyhed.. 
XIX. 


They paſſing by a: goodly ſhip did ſee 


Laden from far with precious merchandize, 

And bravely furniſhed as ſhip might bee, 

Which through great diſaventure or meſprize 
Herſelfe had ronne into that hazardize; 

Whoſe mariners and merchants with much toyle 
Labour'd in vaine to have recur'd their prize, 

And the rich wares to ſave from pit teous ſpoyle; 
But neither toyle nor traveill might her hacke recoyle. 


On th' other fide they ſee that perilous peole, 4 


That called was the Whirlepoole of Decay, 
In which full many bad with hapleſſe doole 


HBeene ſuncke, of whom no memorie did ſtay, 
Whoſe cireled waters, rapt with whirling ſway, 
Like to a reſtleſſe wheele, ſtill ronning round, 
Did covet, as they paſſed by that way, 


To draw their bote within the utmoſt bound 
Of his wide labyrinth, and then to have them dround. 
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XXI. 


But th' heed ful boteman ſtrongly forth did ſtretch 


His brawnie armes, and all his bodie ſtraine, 

That th' utmoſt ſandy breach they ſhortly fetch, 

Whiles the dredd daunger does behind remaine. 

Suddeine they ſee from midſt of all the maine 

The ſurging waters like a mountaine riſe, _ 

And the great ſea, puft up with proud ny 

To ſwell above the meaſure of his guife,, 

As AY to devoure all that his * deſpiſe. 
AA 

The waves come rolling, and the billowes rore 

Outragiouſſy, as they enraged were, 

Or wrathfull Neptune did them drive before 


His whirling charet for exceeding feare, 


For not one puffe of winde there did appeare; 
That all the three thereat woxe much afrayd, 
Unweeting what ſuch horrour ſtraunge did reare: 
Eftſoones they ſaw an hideous hoaſt arrayd 


= Of huge ſea- monſters, ſuch as living ſence diſmayd: 


XXIII. 
Moſt vgly ſhapes and horrible aſpects, 
Such as Dame Nature ſelfe mote feare to ſee, 
Or ſhame, that ever ſhould ſo fowle defefts 
From her molt cunning hand efcaped bee, 
All dreadfull pourtraicts of deformitee; 


Spring-headed hydres, and ſea-ſhouldring whales, 


Great whirlpooles, which all fiſhes make to flee, 
Bright ſcolopendraes arm'd with ſilver ſcales, 
Mighty monoceros with immeaſured tayles; 
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| XXIV. | 
The dreadful fiſh that hath deſerv'd the name 
Of Death, and like him lookes in dreadfull bew; | 
The grieſly waſſerman, that makes his game 
The flying ſhips with ſwiftnes to purſew; 
The horrible ſea-ſatyre, that doth ſhew _ 
His fearefull face in time of greateſt ſtorme; 
Huge ziffius, whom mariners eſchew _ 
No leſſe then rockes, as travellers informe, - | 
And greedy roſmarines, with viſages deforme : 
XXV. 5 
All theſe, and thouſand thouſands many more, 


And more deformed monſters thouſand fold, 


With dreadfull noiſe and hollow rombling rore, 
Came ruſhing in the fomy waves enrold, 

Which ſeem'd to fly for feare them to behold, 
Ne wonder if theſe did the knight appall; 
For all that here on earth we dreadfull hold 


Be but as bugs to fearen babes withall, 


— to the creatures in the ſeas entrall. 
XXVI. 


<< Feare nought,” then ſaide the palmer, well aviz'd, 


© For theſe ſame monſters are not theſe in deed, 
© But are into theſe fearefull ſhapes diſguiz d 
© By that ſame wicked witch, to worke us dreed, 
* And draw from on this tourney to proceed. 5 
Tho lifting up his vertuous ſtaffe on hye, 

Ile ſmote the fea, which calmed was with ſpeed, 
And all that dreadfull armie faſt gan flye 

Into great Tethys boſome, where they hidden lye. 


IT. 
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| XXVII. 
Quit from that danger forth their courſe they kept; 
And as they went they heard a ruefull ery 
Of one that wayld and pittifully wepft, 
That through the ſea reſounding pla ints did fly: 
At laſt they in an iſland did eſpy | 
A ſeemely maiden fitting by the ſhore, _ 


That with great ſorrow and fad agony 
seemed ſome great misfortune to deplore, 


And lowd to them for fuccour called evermore. 
 XXVIILE. 


Which Guyon hearing, ſtreight-his palmer bad | 


To ſtere the bate towards that dolefull mayd, 
That he might know and eaſe her forrow ſad; 
Who him avizing better, to him ſayd; 


Faire Sir! be not diſpleaſd if diſobayd; 


For ill it were to hearken to her cry, 

*© For ſhe is inly nothing ill apayd, 

* But onely womanilſh fine forgery, 

e Your ſtubborne hart t' affect with fraile nie 
| XXIX. 

« Tv which when ſhe your courage hath inelind 

Through fooliſn pitty, then her guilefull bayt 

© She will emboſome deeper in your mind, 


And for your ruine at the laſt awayt.“ 
The knight was ruled; and the boteman ſtrayt 


Held on his courſe with ſtayed ſtedfaſtnefle, 

Ne ever ſhroneke, ne ever ſought to bayt 

His tyred armes for toyleſome wearineſle, 

But with his oares did ſweepe the watry wilderneſle. 
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XXX. 
And now they nigh approched to the ſted 
Whereas thoſe mermayds dwelt: it was a ſtill 
And calmy bay, on th' one ſide ſheltered 
With the brode ſhadow of an hoarie hill; 
On the other ſide an high rocke toured (till, 
That twixt them both a pleaſaunt __ they made, 
And did like an halfe theatre fulfill : | 
There thoſe five ſiſters had tin come; 55 
And uſd to bath themſelves in that deceiptfull ſhade. 
XXXI. 
They were faire ladies, till they fondly ſtrived 
With th' Heliconian maides for mayſtery; ; 
Of whom they over-comen, were depriv'd 
Of their proud beautie, and th' one moyity - 
Transform'd to fiſh, for their bold ſurquedry; 
But th' upper halfe their hew retayned ſtill, 
And their ſweet ſkill in wonted ae t 
Which ever after they abuſd to ill, 
T'allure weake traveillers, whom gotten they did Kill | 
XXXII. | | 

So now to Guyon, as he paſſed by, 
Their pleaſaunt tunes they ſweetly thus ae - 
O thou fayre ſonne of gentle Faery, 
« That art in mightie armes moſt magnifyde 
% Above all knights that ever batteill tryde; 
OO turne thy rudder hetherward awhile! 
« Here may thy ſtormy-bett veſlell ſafely ryde; 
This is the port of reſt from troublous toyle, 
„The worldes ſweet in from i and weariſome 

turmoyle.“ | 
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XXXIII. 
With that the rolling ſea reſounding _ 
In his big baſe them fitly anſwered, - | 
And on the rocke the waves woidtha aloft, 
A ſolemne meane unto them meaſured ; | 
The whiles ſweet Zephyrus lowd whiſteled 
„His treble, a ſtraunge kinde of harmony, 
Which Guyon's ſenſes ſoftly tickeled, 
5 That he the boteman bad row eaſily, / 
le. F And let him heare ſome part of their rare melod y. 
| 3 | XXXIV. 
| But him! the palmer from that vanity 
With temperate advice diſcounſelled, 
That they it paſt, and ſhortly gan deſery 
The land to which their courſe they levelled; 
When ſuddeinly a groſſe fog over-ſpred 
With his dull vapour all that deſert has, 
And heaven's chearefull face enveloped, 
That all things one, and one as nothing was, 
ill. And this great univerſe ſeemd one confuſed mas. 
| XXXV. 
Thereat they greatly were diſmayd, ne wiſt | 
How to direct theyr way in darkenes wide, 
But feard to wander in that waſtefull miſt, | 
For tombling into miſchiefe uneſpyde : 
Worſe is the daunger hidden then diſeride. 
Suddeinly an innumerable flight 
Of harmefull fowles about them fluttering cride, 
And with their wicked wings them ofte did ſmight, | 
me | And ſore annoyed, groping in that gr _ night. 
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|  KXKRVI, © 
Even all the nation of unfortunate 
And fatall birds about them flocked were, 
Such as by nature men abhorre and hate; 
The ill-faſte owle, death's dreadfull meſſengere; 
The hoars night-raven, trump of dolefull drere; 
The lether-winged batt, dayes enemy; 
The ruefull ſtrich ſtill waiting on the bere; 
The whiſtler ſhrill, that whoſo heares doth dy; 
* helliſh harpyes, prophets of ſad deſtiny : 

XXXVII. 

All thoſe, and all that els does horror breed, 
About them flew, and fild their ſayles with feare : 
Yet ſtayd they not, but forward did proceed, 


Till that at laſt the weather gan to cleare, 
And the faire land itſelfe did playnly ſhow. 
Said then the palmer, Lo where does appeare 
© The facred ſoile where all our perills grow, 


XXXVIII. [throw.“ 
He hearkned, and his armes about him wle 
The whiles the nimble bote fo well her ſped, 
That with her crooked keele the land ſhe ſtrooke ; 
Then forth the noble Guyon ſallied, | 
And his fage palmer that him governed ; 
But th' other by his bote behind did ſtay. 
They marched fayrly forth, of nought ydred, 
Both firmely armd for every hard aſſay, : 


Whiles th* one did row, and th' other ſtifly ſteare; 


19 Therefore, Sir Knight, your ready arms about you 


* 2 2 2665 


With conſtancy and care, gainſt ene and diſmay. 


hk 0 we kh. Wet Bos v7 inn 


E 
— 


II. 


ay. 


XXXIX. 


Ere long they heard an hideous bellowing 


Of many beaſts, that roard outrageouſly, 

As if that Hunger's poynt, or Venus ſting, 

Had them enraged with fell furquedry; 

Yet nought they feard, but paſt on hardily, 

Untill they came in vew of thoſe wilde beaſts, 

Who all attonce, gaping full greedily, 

And rearing fercely their upſtaring creſts, 

Ran towards to devoure thoſe FRY gueſts, 
XI. 

But 1 as they approcht with deadly threat, 

The palmer over them his ſtaffe upheld, : 

His mighty ſtaffe, that could all charmes defeat: 

Efteſoones their ſtubborne corages were queld, 

And high-adraunced creſts downe meekely feld: 


Inſtead of fraying they themſelves did feare, 


And trembled, as them paſſing they beheld ; 

Such wondrous powre did in that ſtaffe appeare, 

All monſters to ſubdew to him that did it beare. 
XLI. 

Of that ſame wood it fram'd was cunningly 

Of which Caduceus whilome was made, 

Caduceus, the rod of Mercury, 


With which he wonts the Stygian . invade | 


Through ghaſtly horror and eternall ſhade ; 
Th' infernall feends with it he can aſſwage, 
And Orcus tame, whome nothing can perfuade, 


And rule the furyes when they moſt doe rage: 
Such vertue in his ſtafſe had eke this palmer ſage. 
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XLII. 
Thence pail g forth, they ſhortly doe arryve 
Whereas the Bowre of Bliſſe was ſituate, 
A. place pickt out by choyce of beſt alyve, 


That Nature's worke by Art can imitate; 


In which whatever in this worldly ſtate _ 
Is ſweete and pleaſing unto living ſenſe, 

Or that may daynteſt fantaſy aggrate, 

Was poured forth with plentifull diſpence, 


And made there to abound with laviſh affluence. 


XLIII. 


| Goodly it was encloſed rownd about, 


As well their entred gueſtes to keep within, 

As thoſe unruly beaſts to hold without; 
Yet was the fence thereof but weake and thin 3 
Nought feard they force that fortilage to win, 


But Wiſedome's powre and Temperaunce's might, 


By which the mightieſt things eſſorced bin; 

And eke the gate was wrought of ſubſtaunce light, 

Rather ſor pecaſure then for battery or ww | 
„ 


It framed was of precious yvory, 


That ſeemd a worke of admirable witt, 
And therein all the famous hiſtory 
Of laſon and Medæa was ywritt; 


Her mighty charmes, her furious loving fitt, 


His goodly conqueſt of the Golden Fleece, 


His falſed fayth, and love too lightly flitt, 


The wondred Argo, which in venturous peece 


Firſt through the Euxine ſcas bore all the flowr of 


Greece. 
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1 8 XI. v. 

Ye might have ſeene the frothy billowes fr 

Under the ſhip, as thorough them ſhe went, 


That ſeemd the waves were into yvory, 


Or yvory into the waves, were ſent; 

And otherwhere the ſnowy ſubſtaunce ſprent 

With vermell, like the boyes blood therein ſhed, 

A piteous ſpectacle did repreſent ; 

And otherwhiles with gold beſprinkeled, | 

Yt ſeemd th' enchaunted flame which did Creuſa wed. 
XLVI. 

All this and more might in that goodly gate 

Be red, that ever open ſtood to all | | 

Which thether came; but in the porch there fate 

A comely perſonage of ſtature tall, nel F 

And ſemblaunce pleaſing, more than naturall, 

That traveilers to him ſeemd to entize; 

His looſer garment to the ground did fall, 

And flew about his heeles in wanton wize, 

Not fitt for ſpeedy pace or manly exercize. 
XLVII. 

They i in that place him Genius did call; 

Not that celeſtiall powre to whom the care 


Of life, and generation of all 


That lives, perteines in charge particulare, 

Who wondrous things concerning our welfare, 

And ſtraunge phantomes, doth lett us ofte foreſee, 

And ofte of ſecret ills bids us beware, 1.20 

That is ourſelfe, whom though we do not ſee,  _ 

Yet cach doth in himſelfe it well perceive to bee: 
| F ij 
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XLYHLI. 
Therefore a god bim ſage Antiquity 


Did wiſely make, and good Agdiſtes call; 


But this ſamg-was to that quite contrary, 


The foe of life, that good envyes to all, 


That ſecretly. doth us procure to fall 


Through guilefull ſemblants, which die makes us ſee: * 


He of this gardin had the governall, 
And Pleaſure's porter was devizd to bee, 


Holding a ſtafte in hand for more formalitee. 


XLIX. 


With diverſe flowres he daintily was deckt 
And ſtrowed rownd about, and by his {ide 
A mighty mazer bowle of wine was ſctt, 


As if it had to him bene ſacrifide, | 
Wherewith all new- come gueſts he graty fide: 


So did he eke Sir Guyon paſſing byz' 


But he his ydle curteſie defide, - 
And overthrew his howle diſdainfully, 9 
And broke his ſtaffe, with which he charmed ſemblants 


L. „ (fly. 


Thus being entred, they al f 

A large and ſpacious plaine, on every fide 

Strowed with pleaſauns ; whoſe fayre graſſy ground 
Mantled with greene, and goodly beautifide 


With all the ornaments of Floraes pride, 
Wherewith her mother Art (as halfe in ſcorne 


Of niggard Nature) like a pompous bride | 
Did decke her, and too laviſhly adorne, [morne. 


When forth from virgin howre ſne comes in th' early 
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LI. 


Therewith the heavens, alwayes joviall, 
Lookte on them lovely ſtill in ſtedfaſt Rath,” 


Ne ſuffred ſtorme nor froſt on them to fall, 


Their tender buds or leaves to violate, © 

Nor ſcorching heat, nor cold intemperate, 
T'afflict the creatures which therein did dwell; ' 
But the milde ayre with ſeaſon moderate 


Gently attempred, and diſpoſd ſo well, 


That ſtill it breathed forth ſweet ſpirit and holeſom 
EI _ [ſmell ; : 

More ſweet and holeſome then the pleaſaunt hill 

Of Rhodope, on which the nimphe, that bore 

A gyaunt babe, herſelfe for griefe did kill; 

Or the Theſſalian Tempe, where of yore 

Fayre Daphne Phœbus' hart with love did gore; 

Or Ida, where the gods lov'd to repayre, | 

Whenever they their heavenly bowres forlore; 

Or ſweet Parnaſſe, the haunt of Muſes fayre; 


Or Eden ſelfe, if ought with Eden mote compayre. 


LIII. 


Much wondred Guyon at the fayre aſpect d 


Of that ſweet place, yet ſuffred no delight 

To ſincke into his ſence, nor mind affect; 

But paſſed forth, and lookt ſtill forward right, 
Brydling his will, and mayſtering his might ; 

Till that he came unto another gate, 

No gate, but like one, being goodly dight 

With bowes and braunches, which did broad dilate 


Their claſping armes in wanton wreathings intricate; 
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LIV. 
So faſhioned a porch with rare device, 
Archt over head with an embracing vine, 
Whoſe bounches hanging dawpe ſeemd to entice 
All paſſers by to taſte their luſhious wine, 
And did themſelves into their hands incline, 
As freely offering to be gathered; 1 
Some deepe empurpled as the hyacine, 


Some as the rubine, laughing ſweetely red, 


Some like faire emeraudes, not yet well ripened ;. 
| r 
And them amongſt ſome were of burniſht gold, 


So made by art to beautify. the reſt, 


Which did themſelves emongſt the leaves enfold, 
As lurking from the vew of covetous gueſt, | 

That the weake baughes, with ſo rich load oppreſt, 
Did bow adowne as overburdened. 

Under that porch a comely dame did reſt, 

Clad in fayre weedes, but fowle diſordered, 

And garments looſe, that ſeemd unmeet for woman- 


LVL. | ſhed; 


In her left hand a cup of gold ſhe held, 
And with her right the riper fruit did reach, 
Whoſe ſappy liquor, that with fulneſſe ſweld, 


Into her cup ſhe ſcruzd with daintie breach 
Of her fine fingers, without fowle empeach | 
That fo faire wine-preſſe made the wine more ſweet: 


Thereof ſhe uſd to give to drinke to each 
Whom paſſing by ſhe happened to meet: 
It was her guiſe all ſtraungers goody ſo to greet. 
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Luk 
So ſhe to Da offred it to taſt; 


Who taking it out of her tender hond, 
'The cup to ground did violently caſt, 


That all in peeces it was broken fond, 


Whereat Exceſſe exceedinly was wroth, 


Yet no'te the ſame amend, ne yet withſtand, 

But ſuffered him to paſſe, all were ſhe.loth, _ 

Wha nought regarding her diſpleaſure forward goth, 

LVHL | 

There the moſt daintie paradiſe on cron 

Itſelfe doth offer to his ſober eye, 

In which all pleaſures, plenteouſly abownd, 

And none does other's happineſſe envye; 

The painted flowres, the trees upſhooting hye, 

The dales for ſhade, the hilles for breathing ſpace, 

The trembling groves, the chriſtall running by; 

And that, which all faire vorkes doth. moſt aggrace, 

The art which all that wrought appeared in no place. 
| LIX. 

One would have thought, (fo cunningly the rude 


And ſcorned partes were mingled with the fine) 


That Nature had for wantoneſſe enſude 
Art, and that Art at Nature did repine; 
So ſtriving each th' other to undermine, 
Each did the other's worke more beautify, 
So diff ring both in willes agreed in fine: 
So all agreed, through ſweete diverſity, _ 
This gardin to adorne with all variety. 
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And in the midſt of all a fountaine ſtood 

Of richeſt ſubſtance that on earth might bee, 

So pure and ſhiny, that the ſilver flood 

Through every channell running one might ſee : 

Moſt goodly it with curious ymageree | 

Was over-wrought, and ſhapes of naked boyes, 

Of which ſome ſeemd with lively iollitee | 

To fly about, playing their wanton toyes, 

Whyleſt others did themſelves embay in liquid ioyes. 

: EXT. - 
And over all of pureſt gold was ſpred 
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[| A trayle of yvie in his native hew ; 

4 For the rich metall was ſo coloured, | 
| „ That wight who did not well avis'd it vew, 

— 1 Would ſurely deeme it to bee yvie trew: 
| # Low his laſcivious armes adown did creepe, 
| ns. That themſelves dipping in the filver dew. 
|! ts Their fleecy flowres they fearefully did ſtcepe, ; 
| wy. Which drops of chriſtall ſeemd for wantones to weep, 

[4 0. | 
1 ; Infinit Arenmies continually did well ] 
| bk | Out of this fountaine, ſweet and faire W 0 
0 N The which into an ample laver fell, ( 
| 14. And ſhortly grew to ſo great quantitie, c 
| 0 | That like a litle lake it ſeemd to bee, 0 
4 Whoſe depth exceeded not three cubits hight, \ 
| 5 That through the waves one might the bottom ſee, F 
10 All pav'd beneath with jaſpar ſhining bright, F 
| 4. That ſeemd the fountaine in that ſea did ſay le upright. 

| Li. 

14 


II. 


es. 


* 


Canto XII. TUE FAERY;QUEENE. 
Le 
And all the margent round about was ſett 


With ſhady laurell trees, tbence to defend. - 


The ſunny. beames which: ow the billowes bett, 


And thoſe which therein bathed mote offend. 


" 44 


As Guyon hapned by the ſame ta wend, 
Two naked damzells he therein eſpyda, 


Which therein bathing ſeemed to contend, 


And wreſtle wantonly, ne car'd to hyde. 


| Tun dainty partes. from vewof any. which: them eyd. ; | 


LXIV. 
Sometimes the one would lift the other duight 
Above the waters, and then downe againe 


Her plong, as over-may ſtered: by might, 


Where bath awhile: would covered remaine, 

And each the other from to riſe reſtraine; . | 

The whiles their ſnowy limhes, as. through. a vele, 

So through the chriſtall waves appeared plaine 

Then ſuddeinly both would themſelves unhele, 

And th' amorous ſweet ous to greedy tobe; revele. 
| LXV. | 

As that faire ſtarre, the meſſenger of morne, 

His deawy face out of the ſea doth reare, 

Or as the Cyprian goddeſſe, newly borne 

Of th' ocean's fruitfull froth, did firſt appeare, 

Such ſeemed they, and fo their yellow heare 


Chriſtalline humor dropped downe apace. 


Whom ſuch when Guyon ſaw, he drew him neare, 
And ſomewhat gan relent his earneſt pace; 


His ſtubborne breſt gan ſecret pleaſaunce to embrace. 


r 


— dn — — — 2 
— Ee AE — — — 
5 — n 


— — — 
Nr R OW iron tg 
CAS: TREE” Wm roy er 
— * e A 9 ans 
. : pe — 
3 1 — 2 
* > 2 


70 THE FAERY QUEENE. -— Book II. 


| LXVI. | 
The wanton maidens him eſpying ſtood 
Gazing awhile at his unwonted guiſe; _ 
Then th' one herſelfe low ducked in the flood, 
Abaſht.that her a ſtraunger did aviſe; 
But th' other rather higher did ariſe, 
And her two lilly paps aloft diſplayd, 
And all that might his melting hart entyſe 
To her delights ſhe unto him bewrayd; 


'The reſt hidd underneath, him more deſirous made, | 


LXVII. 


With that the other likewiſe up aroſe, 
And her faire lockes, which formerly were bownd . 
Dp in one knott, ſhe low adowne did loſe, 
Which flowing long and thick her cloth'd arownd, 4 
And th' yyorie in golden mantle gownd: | 


So that faire ſpectacle from him was reft, +» 
Yet that which reft it no leſs faire was fownd; 


So hidd in lockes and waves from looker's theft, 
Nought but her lovely face ſhe for his We left. 


LXVIII. 


Withall ſhe laughed, and ſhe bluſht withall, 


That bluſhing to her laughter gave more grace, 
And laughter to her bluſhing, as did fall. 


Now when they ſpyde the knight to ſlack his pace 5 


Them to behold, and in his ſparkling face 
The ſecrete ſignes of kindled luſt appeare, 


Their wanton meriments they did encreace, 


And to him beckned to approch more neare, 


And ſhewd him many sights that corage cold could 


reare: 8 
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LXIX. 


On ol when gazing him the palmer ſaw, ' 
He much rebukt thoſe wandring eyes of his, 
And counſeld well, him forward thence did draw. 


Now are they come nigh to the Bowre of Blis, 
(Of her fond favorites ſo nam'd amis) 
When thus the palmer; Now, Sir, well aviſe, 


For here the end of all our traveill is: 


« Here wonnes Acraſia, whom we mult ſurpriſe, 
6 Els ſhe will ſlip away, and all our drift deſpiſe.” 
| LXX. 

Eftſoones they heard a moſt melodious ſound _ 

Of all that mote delight a daintie care, 

Such as attonce might not on living ground, 

Save in this paradiſe, be heard elſewhere ; 

Right hard it was for wight which did it heare 

To read what manner muſicke that mote bee, 

For all that pleaſing is to living eare 

Was there conſorted in one harmonee; 110 

Birdes, voices, inſtruments, windes, waters, all agree. 
LXXI. | 

The i ioyous birdes, ſhrouded in chearefull dts 

Their notes unto the voice attempred ſweet ; 

Th' angelicall ſoft trembling voyces made 

To th' inſtruments, divine reſpondence meet; 

The filver ſounding inſtruments did meet 

With the baſe murmure of the waters fall; 

The waters fall with difference diſcreet, 

Now ſoſt, now loud, unto the wind did call; 


| The gentle warbling wind low anſwered to all. 
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Whilſt round about them pleaſauntly did ing y 
And all that while right over him the hong 


| And oft inelining Jowne with kiſſes ligt, : 
And through his hamid eyes did ſucke his tſþright, 3 | 1 
| Wherewith ſhe ſighed ſoft, as if his caſe ſhe rewd. 


The whites ſome one did chaunt this lovely lay; 
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* Doth firſt peepe foorth with baſhfull modeſtee, 


„Lo! ſee ſoone after, how more bold and free, 
Her bared boſome ſhe doth broad diſplay ; 
Lo! fee ſonne after how ſhe fades and falls away! 


LXXII. | 
There, whence that muſick ſeemed heard to bee, 
Was the faire witch herſelfe now ſolacing | 
With a new lover, whom through ſorceree, 
And witchcraft, ſhe from fatre did thether py” 4 
There ſhe had him now laid'a in | 
In ſecret ſhade, after long wanton ioyes ; 


Many faire ladies and laſcivious boyes, | 

That ever mixt their ſong with light licentious toyes. 
LXXIII. | 

With her falſe eyes faſt fixed in his ſight, 

As ſeeking medicine whence ſhe was ſtong, 

Or greedily depaſturing delight; 

For feare of waking him, his lips bedewd, 

Quite molten into luſt and pleaſure lewd, 
LXXIV. 

«© Ah! ſee, whoſo fayre thing doeſt faine to ſee, 

<< In ſpringing flowre the image of thy day; 


Ahl ſee the virgin roſe, how ſweetly ſhee 


That fairer ſeemes the leſſe ye ſee her may: 


2 
2 


es. 
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vay! 
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| LV. 

«© $o paſſeth, in the paſſing of a day, 
« Of mortall life the leafe, the bud, the flowre; 
Ne more doth floriſh after firſt decay, 5 
That carſt was fought to deck both bed and bowre 
« Of many a lady' and many a paramowre: _ 
© Gather therefore the roſe whileſt yet is prime, 
For ſoone comes age that will her pride deflowre; 
<« Gather the roſe of love whileſt yet is time, 
« Whileſt loving thou mayſt loved be with equall 

LXXVI. | [erime.“ 


|. | He ceaſt, and then.gan all the quire of birdes 


Their diverſe-notes:t'attune unto his lay, 
As in approvaunee of-his pleaſing wordes. 


: | The conſtant payre heard all that he did ſay, 
Let ſwarved not, but kept their forward way, 


Through many covert groves and thickets cloſe, 
In which they.creeping did at laſt diſplay 


| A That wanton lady with her lover loſe, 
1 | Whoſe Leepie head ſhe in her lap did ſoft diſpoſe. 


LXXVII. 


1 Upon a bed of roſes ſhe was layd, 

1 Ass faint through heat, or dight to pleaſant ſin, 
| z And was arayd, or rather diſarayd, 

Y All in a vele of ſilke and ſilver thin, 

That hid no whit her alablaſter ſkin, 


But rather ſhewd more white, if more might bee: 
More ſubtile web Arachne cannot ſpin, 
Nor the fine nets, which oft we woven ſee 


* 


4 Of ſeorched deaw, do not in th' ayre more lightly flee. 
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His dayes, his goods. his bodie, he did ſpend: 
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5 LXXVIII. 
Her ſnowy breſt was bare to ready ſpoyle 
Of hungry eies, which n'ote therewith be fild; _ 
And yet through languour of her late ſweet toy ſe 
Few drops, more oleare then nectar, forth diſtild, 
That like pure orient perles adowne it trild; 
And her faire eyes, ſweet ſmyling in delight, | 
Moyſtened their fierie beames, with which fhe thrild 
Fraile harts, yet quenched not; like ſtarry light, 
Which ſparckling on the filent waves does ſeeme more 
1 XXIX. bright. 
The young man ſſeeping by her ſeemd to be | 
Some goodly ſwayne of honorable place, 
That certes it great pitty was to ſee 
Him his nobility ſo fowly deface: 
A ſweet regard and amiable grace, 
Mixed with manly ſterneſſe, did appeare 
Yet ſleeping in his well-proportiond face; 
And on his tender lips the downe heare 


Did now but freſhly ſpring, and ſilken bloſſoms beare. 


"I'LL, 
His warlike armes (the ydle inſtruments 
Of ſleeping praiſe) were hong upon a tree, 
And his brave ſhield, full of old moniments, , 
Was fowly ra'ſt, that none the ſignes might ſee : 


Ne for them, ne for honour, cared hee, 


Ne ought that did to his advauncement tend; 
But in lewd loves and waſtfull luxuree 


©. horible enchantment, that him ſo did blend: 
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Canto XII. THE FAERY QUEENE. 
| | LXXXI. 
The noble elfe and carefull palmer drew 
So nigh them {minding nought but luſtfall game) 
That ſuddein forth they on them ruſht, and threw 
A ſubtile net, which only for that ſame _ 
The &ilfull palmer formally did frame, 
So held them under faſt ; the whiles the reſt 
Fled all away for feare of fowler ſhame. 
The faire enchauntreſſe, ſo unwares oppreſt, 
TION all her arts and all her ſleights thence out te 
” LERLH, [reſt 
And ho her lover ſtrove : but all in vaine; | 
For that ſame net ſo cunningly was wound, 


bat neither guile nor force might it diltraine. 


They tooke them both, and both them ſtrongly bound 

In captive bandes, which there they readie found: 

But her in chaines of adamant he tyde, 

For nothing elſe might keepe her ſafe and ſound; 

But Verdant (fo he hight) he ſoone untyde, 

And counſell ſage inſteed thereof to him applyde. 
LXXXIII. 

But all thoſe pleaſaunt bowres, and pallace brave, 

Guyon broke downe with rigour pittileſſe; 

Ne ought their goodly workmanſhip might ſave 

Them from the tempeſt of his wrathfulneſſe, 

But that their bliſſe he turn'd to balefulneſſe: 

Their groves he feld, their gardins did deface, 

Their arbers ſpoyle, their cabinets ſuppreſſe, 


Their banket-houſes burne, their buildings race, 


And of the fayreſt late now made the fowleſt place. 
| oy ©” 


— . 
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| LXXSNIV. 
Then led they her away, and eke that knight 
They with them led, both ſorrowfull and-ſad-: 
The way they came, the ſame retourn'd they right, 
Till they arrived where they lately had : 
Charm'd thoſe wild-beafts-that rag'd with furie mad; 
Which now awaking, fieree at them gan fly, 
As in their miſtreſſe reſkew, whom they lad, 
But them the palmer ſoone did pacity. 
Then Guy on aſkt what- meant thoſe beaſtes which 
LXXXV. _ [there did ly? 
Sayd he, << Theſe ſeeming beaſts are men in deed; 
«© Whom this enchauntreſſe hath-transformed thus, 
<© Whylome her lovers, which her luſtes did feed, 
* Now turned into figures hideous, 
« According to their mindes like monſtruous.“ 
Sad end,” quoth he, of life intemperate, . 
« And mourncful meed of ioyes delicious: 
«© But, Palmery if it-mote thee ſo aggrate,. 7 
Let them returned he unto their-former late.” 1 
l | 
Streightway he with his vertuous ſtaffe them ſtrooke; 
And freight of beaſtes they comely men became; | 
Yet being men they did unmanly looke, | 
And ftared ghaſtly 3 ſome for inward ſhame, 1 
And ſome for wrath to ſee their captive dame, 
8 But one above the reſt in ſpeciall, 5 1 
q That had an hog beene late, hight Grylle by name, 8 
| Repyned greatly, and did him miſcall | 
That had from hoggiſh ſoxme him brought to naturall. 
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Canto XII. TUE FAERY QUEENE. 
„ LXXXVII. 
Saide Guyon, See the mind of beaſtly man! 


That hath fo ſoone forgot the excellence 
4 Of his creation, when he life began, 


« That now he chooſeth with vile difference 


To be a beaſt, and lacke intelligence.” 
To whom the palmer thus; * Ihe donghill kinde 


„ Delightes in filth and fowle incontinence: 

Let Gryll be Gryll, and have his hoggiſh minde; 

„gut let us hence depart whileſt wether ſerves and 
winde.“ 4d C | 


End of Book Second. 
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THE FAERY QUEENE: 
BOOK III. 


Contayning 


The Legend of Britomartis, or of. Chaſtity, 


. 
Ir falls me here to write of chaſtity, 
That fayreſt vertue, far above the reſt, 
For which what needes me fetch from Faery 
Forreine enſamples it to have exmeſt, 
Sith it is ſhrined in my ſoveraine's breſt, 
And formd ſo lively in each perfect part, 
That to all ladies, which have it profeſt, 
Neede but behold the pourtraict of her hart, 
If pourtrayd it might bee by any living art? 
II 
But living art may not leaſt part 5 
Nor life · reſembling pencill it can paynt, 
All were Zeuxis or Praxiteles; 
His Dædale hand would faile and oreatly faynt; 
And her perſections with his error taynt : 
Ne poets witt, that paſſeth painter farre 
In picturing the parts of Beauty daynt, 
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2 | To ſing his miſtreſſe prayſe; and let him mend, 
If ought amis her liking may abuſe: 
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THE FAFRY QUEENE, 

TOA 

How then ſhall I, apprentice of the {kill 

That whilome in divineſt wits did rayne, 

Preſume ſo high to ſtretch mine humble quill ? 

Yet now my luckeleſſe lott doth me conſtrayne 

Hereto perforce; but, O dredd Soverayne! 

Thus far forth pardon, fith that choreeſt witt 

Cannot your glorious pourtraict figure playne, 

'That I in colourd ſhowes may ſhadow itt, 

And antique praiſes unto preſent perſons fitt. 
IV. | 

But if in living colours, and right hew, 

Thyſelfe thou covet to ſee pictured, 

Who can it doe more lively or more trew, 


In which a gracious ſervaunt pidtured 
His Cynthia, his heaven's fayreſt light? 


That with his melting ſweetnes raviſned, 


And with the wonder of her beames bright, 
My ſences lulled are in ſlomber of delight. 


; 7 But let that ſame dclitious poet lend 


A little leave unto a ruſticke Muſe 


Ne let his fayreſt Cynthia refuſe 


1 In mirrours more then one herſelfe to ſee; 
But either Gloriana let her chuſe, 
3 Or in Belphœbe faſhioned to bee; 


In th' one her rule, 1 in th' other her rare chaſtitee. 


Then that ſweete verſe, with neQtar ſprinckeledz. 
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THE FAER r " QUEENE. 


BOOK | III. CANTO I. 


an encountreth Britomart z 
Fayre Florimell is chaced; 
Dueſſaes traines, and Malecaſtaes 
Champions, are defaced. 


| | | 
Tur famous Briton prince and Faery knight, 


Aſter long wayes and perilous paines endur'd, 


Having their weary limbes to perfect plight 


Reſtord, and ſory wounds right well recur'd, 


Of the faire Alma greatly were procur'd 

To make there lenger ſoiourne and abode; 

But when thereto they might not be allur'd 

From ſeeking praiſe and deeds of armes abrode, | 

They courtcous conge tooke, and forth together yode. 
. 


But the captivd 3 he font; 


Becauſe of traveill long, a nigher way, 
With a ſtrong gard, all reſkew to prevent, 
And her to Faery Court ſafe to convay ; | 
That her for witnes of his hard aſlay 
Unto his Faery Queene he might preſent ; 
But he himſelfe betooke another way, 

To make more triall of his hardiment, 


And ſe ek adventures, as he with Prince Arthure went. 
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Canto T. THE FAERY QUEENE. 


III. | | 
Long ſo they traveiled through waſtefull wayes, 


Where daungers dwelt, and perils moſt did wonne, 


'Fo hunt for glory and renowmed prayſe. 
Full many countreyes they did overronae, 
From the upriſing to the ſctting ſunne, 


And many hard adventures did atchieve;: 
Of all the which they honour ever wonne, 
Seeking the weake oppreſſed to relieve, 
And to recover right for 


ſuch as wrong did grie ve. 
IV. | 


At laſt, as through an open plaine they yode, 
They ſpide a knight that towards prieked- fayre, 


And him beſide an aged fquire there rode, 

That ſeemd to couch under his ſhield three- ſquare, 
As if that age badd him that burden ſpare, ö 
And yield it theſe that ſtouter could it wield: 

He them eſpying, gan himſelfe prepare, 

And on his arme addreſſe his good ly ſhield, 

That bore a lion paſſant in a golden field. 


Which ſeeing, good Sir Guyon deare beſought 
The prince of grace to let him ronne that turne. 
He graunted : then-the Faery quickly raught 
His poynant ſpears, and ſharply gan to ſpurne. 
His fomy ſteed, whoſe fiery feete did burne 

The verdant gras as he thereon did tread; 
Ne-did the other backe his foote returne, 

But fiercely forward came withouten dread, 


| And bent his dicadfulſpeare againſt the other'shead? 
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VI. 
They beene ymett, a both theyr points arriv 4d; 
But Guyon drove ſo furious and fell, 
That ſeemd both ſhield and plate it would "ROM riv vs; 
Natheleſſe it bore his foe not from his ſell, 


But made him ſtagger, as he were not well: 


But Guyon ſelfe, ere well he was aware, 


Nigh a ſpeares length behind his crouper fell; 
Let in his fall fo well himſelfe he bare, 


That gre miſchaunce his life and limbs did 
TR. 5 

Gieant ſhame and forrow of that fall he tooke; | 

For never yet, ſith warlike armes he bore, . 

And ſhivering ſpeare in bloody field firſt hooks, 

He fownd him ſelfe diſhonored ſo ſore. 

Ah! gentleſt Knight that ever armor bore, 


Let not thee grieve diſmounted: to have beene, 


And brought to grownd, that never waſt before; 

For not thy fault, but ſecret powre unſeene; 

That ſpeare enchaunted was which layd thee on the 
4 Igreene. 

But weenedſt thou what wight thee overthrew, 

Much greater griefe and ſhamefuller regrett 

For thy hard fortune then thou wouldſt renew, 

That of a ſingle damzell thou wert mett 

On equall plaine, and there ſo hard beſett; 

Even the famous Britomart it was, | 

Whom ſtraunge adventure did from Britayne fett 

To tecke her lover (love far ſought, alas!) 

Whoſe 1 —_ ſhee had ſeene in Venus looking-glas. 
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Canto I. THE FAERY QUEENE, 

Full of diſdainefull wrath he fierce uproſe, 

For to revenge that ſowle reprochefull ſhame, 
And, ſnatching his bright ſword, began to eloſe 


With her on foot, and ſtoutly forward came; 


Dye rather would he then endure that ſame. 

Which when his palmer ſaw, he gan to feare 

His toward perill and untoward blame, 

Which by that new rencounter he ſhould reare; 

For Death ſate on the point of that enchaunted ſpeare: 
„ X. | 

And haſting towards him, gan fayre perſwade 

Not to provoke misfortane, nor to weene 

His ſpeares default to mend with cruell blade ; 


For by his mightie ſcience he had ſeene 


The ſecret vertue of that weapon keene, 
That mortall puiſſaunce mote not withſtond; 
Nothing on earth mote alwaies happy beene : 
Great hazard were it, and adventure fond, 
To looſe long-gotten honour with one evill hond, 
By ſuch good meanes he him diſcounſelled 
From proſecuting his reven ging rage, 

And cke the prince like treaty handeled, 

His wrathfull will with reaſon to afwage, 
And laid the blame not to his carriage, 

But to his ſtarting ſteed that ſwarv'd aſyde, 
And to the ill purveyaunce of his page, 
That had his furnitures not firmely tyde ; 


So is his angry corage fayrly pacifyde. 
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© 


XII. 


Thus reconcilment was betweene them knitt, 


Through goodly temperaunce and affection chaſte, 
And either vowd with all their power and witt 
To let not other's honour be defaſte 


Of friend-or foe, whoever it embaſte, 


Ne armes to bear againſt the other's ſyde; 

In which accord the prince was alſo plaſte, 

And with that golden chaine of concord tyde: 

Eo goodly all agreed, they forth y fere did ryde. 
| XIII. 

O goodly uſage of thoſe antique ty mes! 


In which the ſword was ſervaunt unto right, 


When not for malice and contentious crymes, 
But all for prayſe, and proefe of manly might, 
The martiall brood accuſtomed to fight : 

Then honour was the meed of victory,” 


And yet the vanquithed had no deſpight : 
Loet later age that noble uſe envy, 
Vyle rancor to avoid and cruell ſurquedry. 


XIV. 


Long they thus travciled in friendly wiſe, 


Through countreyes waſte, and eke well edifyde, 

Seeking adventures hard, to exerciſe 

Their puiſſaunce, whylome full dernly tryde : t 

At length they came into a foreſt wyde, 

Whoſe hideons horror and fad trembling ſownd 

Full griefly ſeemd; therein they long did ryde, 

Yet tract of living creature none they fownd, 

Save beares, lyons, and buls, which romed them 
arownd, _ 


Canto J. THE FAERY QUEENE. 
RET 6 
All ſuddenly. out of the thickeſt bruſh, - 
Upon a milk-white palfrey all alone, 
A goodly lady did foreby them ruth, 
| Whoſe face did ſeeme as cleare as chriſtall Cone, 
And eke, through feare, as white as whales bone; 
Her garments all were wrought of beaten gold; 
And all her ſteed with tinſell trappings ſhone, 
Which fledd ſo faſt, that nothing mote him hold, 
And ſcarce them leaſure gave her paſſing to | behold. 
| XVI. 
Still as ſhe fiedd her eye ſhe backward re; 
As fearing evill that pourſewd her faſt, | 
And her faire yellow locks behind 8 
Looſely diſperſt with puff of every blaſt, 
All as a blazing ſtarre doth farre outcaſt 
His hearie beames, and flaming lockes diſpredd, 

At ſight whereof the people ſtand aghaſt; 
But the ſage wiſard telles (as he has redd) 

That it importunes death and dolefull dreryhedd, | 
| | XVII. EG 

So as PEA her awhyle, 2 
Lo! where a grieſly foſter forth did ruſh, 
Breathing out beaſtly luſt her to defyle; 
His tyreling jade he fierſly forth did puſb 


Through thicke and thin, both over banck and buſh, 


In hope her to attaine by hooke or crooke, 

That from his gory ſydes the blood did guſh: 

Large were his limbes, and terrible his looke, 

And in his clowni(h hand a ſharp bore-ſpeare he ſhooke, 
| — III. 2 
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XVIII. 


Which outrage when thoſe gentle knights did fee, | 


Full of great envy and fell gealoſy, 

They ſtayd not to aviſe who firſt ſhould bee, 
But all ſpurd after faſt as they mote fly, 
To reſkew her from ſhamefull villany. 

The prince and Guyon equally bylive 
Herſelfe purſewd, in hope to win thereby 


Moſt goodly meede, the faireſt dame alive; 
But after the foule foſter Timias did ſtrive, 


XIX. 


The whiles faire Britomart, whoſe conſtant mind 


Would not fo lightly follow beauties chace, 
Ne reckt of ladies love, did ſtay behynd, 
And them awayted there a certaine ſpace, 


To weet if they would turne backe to that place; 


But when ſhe ſaw them gone, ſhe forward went, 


As lay her tourney, through that perlous pace, 
With ſtedfaſt corage and ſtout hardiment; _ 


Ne evil thing ſhe feard, ne evill thing ſhe ment. 
| —— | 


At laſt as nigh out of the wood ſhe came, 


A ſtately caſtle far away ſhe ſpyde, | 
To which her ſteps directly ſhe did frame: 
That caſtle was moſt goodly edifyde, 


And plaſte for pleaſure nigh that forreſt ſyde ; 


But faire before the gate a ſpatious playne, 


Mantled with greene, itſelſe did ſpredden wyde, | 
On which ſhe ſaw fix knights, that did darrayne 
Fiers battaill againſt one with cruel might and mayne. 


4 


Canto I. THE FAERY QUEENE. 87 
XXI. 
Mainely they all attonce upon him laid, 
And ſore beſet on every ſide arownd, 
That nigh he breathleſſe grew; yet nought diſmaid, 
Ne ever to them yielded foot of grownd, | 
All had he loſt much blood through many a wownd ; 
But ſtoutly dealt his blowes, and every way 
To which he turned in his wrathfull ftownd, 
Made them to recoile, and fly from dredd decay, 
That none of all the ſix before him durſt aſſay. 
XXII. | 
Like daſtard curres, that baving at a bay 
The ſalvage beaſt emboſt in wearie chace, 
Dare not adventure on the ſtubborne pray, 
Ne byte before, but rome from place to place, 
To get a ſnatch when turned is his face: 
In ſuch diſtreſſe and doubtfull icopardy . ; 
When Britomart him ſaw, ſhe ran apace 
Unto his reſkew, and with earneſt cry - 
Badd thoſe ſame ſixe forbeare that ſingle enimy. 
. XXIII. 
But to her ery they liſt not lenden eare, 
Ne ought the more their mightie ſtrokgs furceaſſe; 
But gathering him rownd about more neare, a. 
Their direfull rancour rather did enereaſſe; 
Till that ſhe, ruſhing through the thickeſt preaſſe, 
_ Perforce diſparted their compacted gyre, 
And ſoone compeld to hearken unto peace: 
Tho gan ſhe myldly of them to inquyre 
The cauſe of their diſſention and outrageous yre. 
H Y 
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XXIV. | 
Whereto that ſingle knight did anſwere frame; 
© Theſe {ix would me enforce, by oddes of might, 
© To chaunge my liefe, and love another dame, 
© That death me liefer were then ſuch deſpight, 
8s unto wrong to yield my wreſted right; 
For I love one, the trueſt one on grownd, 
<« Neliſt me chaunge; ſhe th' Errant Damzell hight; 
For whoſe deare fake full many a bitter ſtownd 
<< I have endurd, and taſted many a — wound. 

XXV. 
85 Certes, ſaid ſhe, then beene ye ſixe to bume, | 
«© To weene your wrong by force to inſtify; | 
For knight to leave his lady were great ſhame, 
That faithfull is, and better were to dy. 
„All loſſe is leſſe, and leſſe the inſamy, 

© Then loſſe of love to him that loves but one: 
©© Ne may love be compeld by maiſtery; 


| | | | For ſoone as Maiſtery comes, ſweet Love _— 
1 “ Taketh his nimble winges, and ſoone * is gone. 
= 2» 

880 Then . one of thoſe ſix; © There dwelleth bes 


% Within thiß caſtle-wall, a lady fayre, 


j 

| Ji © Whoſe ſoveraine beautie hath no living pere, 
| 886 1 Thereto ſo bounteous and fo debonayre, 
ot © That never any mote with her compayre; 

| [| 4 © She hath ordaind this law, which we approve, 
«© That every knight which doth this _ ee, 


In caſe he have no lady nor no love, | 
Shall do unto her ſervice, never to remove: 
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XXVII. 


« But if he have a lady or a love, a 
hen muſt he her forgoe with foule defame, 
„Or els with us, by dint of ſword, approve 


« That ſhe is fairer then our faireſt dame, 


As did this knight, before ye hether came.“ 


e Perdy,” ſaid Britomart, ©* the choiſe is hard; | 
« But what reward had he that overcame ?** 
He ſhould advaunced bee to high regard, 


Said they, and have our ladies love for his reward: 


XXVIIL. 


„Therefore aread, Sir, if thou have a love.” 


“Love have I ſure,” quoth ſhe, © but lady none; 
„Jet will I not fro mine owne love remove, 


Ne to your lady will I ſervice done, ralone, 


„ But wreake your wronges wrought to this knight 
And prove his cauſe.” With that her mortal ſpeare 
She mightily aventred towards one, FOR. 
And downe him ſmot, ere well aware he wearez 
Then to the next the rode, and downe the next did 

XXIX. | | [beare. 
Ne aid ſhe ſtay till three on ground ſhe layd, 


\'That none of them himſelfe could reare againe; 


The fourth was by that other knight diſmayd, 

All were he wearie of his former paine, 

That now there do but two of ſix remaine; 

Which two did yield before ſhe did them ſmight. 

Ah,“ ſayd ſhe then, “ now may ye all ſee plaine 

That truth is aeg and trew love moſt of might, 

** That for bis Tour ſervaunts doth ſo ſtrongly fight.” 
FH 1» 
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3 | 
Too well we ſee,” faide they, and prove too well 


2 


& Our faulty weakenes and your matchleſſe might: ] 

« Forthy, faire Sir! your's be the damozell,  _ F 

Which by her owne law to your lot doth light, ? 

And we your liegemen faith unto you plight.” * 

So underneath her feet their ſwords they mard, ( 

And after her beſought, well as they might, F 

Fo enter in, and reape the dew reward: T 

She graunted, and then in they all together far d. * 

| „„ - - | 

Long were it to deſcribe the goodly frame T 

And ſtately port of Caſtle Ioyeous, v 

(For ſo that caſtle hight by commun name) In 

1 Where they were entertaynd with courteous = 
1 | And comely glee of many gratious | * 
| al: Faire ladies, and of many a gentle knight; A 
1 Who through a chamber long and ſpacious, Fit 
bil (1; Eftſoones them brought unto their ladies ſight, 7 

n 1 That of them cleeped was the Lady of — | 7 

1 XXXII. 

1 But for to tell the ſumptuous aray Th 

| þ Of that great chamber ſhould be labour loſt ; En' 

| l 0 For living wit, I weene, cannot diſplay | An 
1 The roiall riches and exceeding colt No! 
| [ Of every pillour and of every poſt, | Wo: 
1 Which all of pureſt bullion framed were BIN, Not 
| | 3s And with great perles and pretious ſtones Abo, Fro: 
bit | |; That the bright gliſter of their beames cleare ; Wh 
# Did ſparckle forth great bght, and port jous did ap- Ort 


pours. 


p- 


Canto I. Tur razur aur zx. 91 
XXXIII. 


Tpheſe ſtranger knights, through paſſing, forth were 


Into an inner rowme, whoſe royaltee 5 [led 
And rich purveyance might uneath be red; 
Mote princes place beſeeme ſo deckt to bee: 


Which ſtately manner whenas they did ſee, 


(The image of ſuperfluous riotize, 

Exceeding much the ſtate of meane degree) 

They greatly wondred whence ſo ſumptuous guize 

Might be maintaynd, and each gan — devize. 
XXXIV. 


The wals were round about apparelled 


With coſtly clothes of Arras and of Toure, 
In which with cunning hand was pourtrahed 
The love of Venus and her paramoure, 


The fayre Adonis, turned to a flowre, 


A worke of rare device and wondrous wit. 

Firſt did it ſhew-the bitter balefull ſtowre 

Which her aſſayd with many a fervent fit, 

When firſt her tender hart was with his beautie ſmit : 
XXXV. 


x hen with what ſleights and ſweet allurements ſhe 


Entyſt the boy (as well that art ſhe knew) 

And wooed him her paramoure to bee; 

Now making girlonds of each flowre that grew, 
To crowne his golden lockes with honour dew; 


| Now leading him into a ſecret ſhade _ 


From his beauperes, and from bright heaven's vew, 
Where him to ſleepe ſhe gently would perſwade, 
Or bathe him in a fountaine by ſome covert glade: 


— 
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XXXVI. | 

And whilſt he flept, ſhe over him would ſpred 
Her mantle, colour'd like the ſtarry ſkyes, 
And her ſoft arme lay underneath his hed, 
And with ambrofiall kifles bathe his eyes; 
And whilſt he bath'd, with her two crafty ſpyes 
she ſecretly would ſearch each daintic lim, 
And throw into the well ſweet roftemaryes, 
And fragrant violets, and paunces trim 
And ever with ſweet nectar ſhe did ſprinkle him. 

| XXXVII. 
S0 did ſhe ſteale his heedeleſſe hart away, 
And ioyd his love in ſecret uneſpyde; 
But for ſhe ſaw him bent to cruell play, 
To hunt the ſalvage beaſt in foreſt wide, 
Dreadfull of daunger that mote him betyde, 
She oft and oft adviz'd him to refraine 
From chaſe of greater beaſtes, whoſe brutiſh pryde 
Mote breede him ſcath unwares : but all in vaine; 


For who can ſhun the chance that Deſt'ny dorh or- 
XXXVIII. | [daine? 


Lo! where beyond he lyeth languiſhing, 

Deadly engored of a great wilde bore, 

And by his ſide the goddeſſe groveling, 

Makes for him endlefle mone, and cvermore 

With her foft garments wipes away the gore | 
Which ſtaynes his ſnowy ſkin with hatefull hew: 
But when ſhe ſaw no helpe might him reſtore, 

Him to a dainty flowre ſhe did tranſmew, 

Which in that cloth was wrought, as if it lively grew. 


4 
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XXXIX. 
80 was that chamber clad in goodly wize, 
And rownd about it many beds were dight, 
As hy lome was the antique worldes guize; 
Some for untimely eaſe, ſome for delight, 
As pleaſed them to uſe that uſe it might: 
And all was full of damzels and of ſquyres, 


Dauncing and reveling both day and night, 


And ſwimming deepe in ſenſuall deſyres, 

AO ſtill emongeſt them kindled luſtfull 3 
| XL. 

And all the while ſweet muſicke did divide 


Her looſer notes with Lydian harmony; 


And all the: while ſweet birdes thereto applide 

Their daintie layes and dulcet melody, 

Ay caroling of love and iollity, \ 

That wonder was to heare their'trim 8 

Which when thoſe knights beheld with ſcornefull, eye, 

They ſdeigned ſuch laſcivious diſport, 

And loath'd the looſe demeanure of that wanton ſort. 
XL. 


hy + hence they were brought to that great ladies vew, 
Whom they found ſitting on a ſumptuous bed, 


That gliſtred all with gold and glorious ſhew, 
As the proud Perſian queenes accuſtomed : 


She ſeemd a woman of great bountihed, 
| And of rare beautie, ſaving that aſkaunce 


Her wanton eyes (ill ſignes of womanhed) 
Did roll too lightly, and too often glaunce, 


Without regard of grace or comely amenaunce.  /. 
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XLII. 
Long worke it were, and needleſſe to devize 
Their goodly entertainement and great glee : 
She caufed them be led in courteous wize 
Into a bowre, diſarmed for to be, 
And cheared well with wine and fpiceree: 
The Red- eroſſe kight was ſoon diſarmed there; 
But the brave mayd would not difarmed bee, 
But onely vented up her umbriere, 
And ſo did let her goodly viſage to appere. 
XL | 
As when fayre Cynthia in darkeſome night 
Is in a noyous cloud enveloped, 
Where ſhe may finde the ſubſtance thin and light, 
Breakes forth her ſilvei beames, and her bright hed ; 
Ditcovers to the world diſcomfited; | | 
Of the poore traveiler that went N by 
With thouſand bleſſings the is heried; 
Such was the heautie and the ſhining ray 
With which fayre Britomart gave light unto the an 
XLIV. 
And eke thoſe ſix, which lately with her fonght, 
Now were diſarmd, and did them ſelves ee 
Unto her vew, and company unſonght; | 
For they all ſeemed courteous and gent, 
And all ſixe brethren borne of one parent, 
Which had them traynd in all civilitee, 
And goodly taught to tilt and turnament; 
Now were they hegmen to this ladie free, 
And her knights-ſervice ought to hold of her in fer. 


1. 


ay. 


fer, 
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- 2 XLV. 
The firſt of them, by name Gardante hight, 
A iolly perſon, and of comcly vew; ys 


The ſecond was Parlante, a bold knight; J 
And next to him Iocante did enſew; 


Bac ante did himſelfe moſt courteous ſhew; 


But fierce Eacchante ſeemd too fell and keene; 

And yett in armes Noctante greater grew: 

All were faire knights, and goodly well beſeene; 

But to faire Britomart they all but ſhadowes beene. 
XLVI. 

For 13 5 was full of amiable grace, 

And manly terror mixed therewithall; 

That as the one ſtird up affections bace, 

So th' other did mens raſh deſires apall, 

And hold them backe, that would in error fall: 

As hee that hath eſpide a ver meill roſe, | 

To which ſharp thornes and breres the way forſtall, 

Dare not for dread his hardy hand expoſe, | 

But Sg it far off his ydle wiſh doth loſe. 7 
XLVII. 

Whom when the lady ſaw ſo ſaire a wight, 

All ignorant of her contrary ſex, 

{For ſhee her weend a treſh and luſty koight) 

Shee greatly gan enamoured to wex, 

And with vaine thoughts her falſed fancy vex : 

Her fickle hart conceived haſty fyre, | 

Lik- ſparkes of fire that fall in ſelender flex, 


| Thar ſhortly hrent into extreme deſyre, 
And ranſackt all her veines with paſſion entyre, 
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; | | i . | Eftlqoney ſhee grew to great impatience, gu 
1 And into termes of open outrage bruſt, | W 
16 That plaine diſcovered her incontinence, 
iT Ne reckt ſhee who her meaning did miſtruſt; po 
1 For ſhe was given all to fleſhly luſt, „ 
| : |. And poured forth in ſenſuall delight, Ar 
1 That all regard of ſhame ſhe had diſeuſt, | Ar 
2 [| | And meet reſpect of honor putt to flight: V3 
| So ſhameleſſe beauty ſoone becomes a loathly ſight. But 
[| =... * 
1 Faire Ladies. that to love captived arre, 80 
1 And chaſte deſires doe nouriſn in your mind, e Of 
14 Let not her fault your ſweete affections marre, | Thi 
4 Ne blott the bounty of all womankind, Her 
1 Mongſt thouſands good one wanton dame to find ” To 
4 Emongſt the roſes grow ſome wicked weeds J | | But 
| 8 Tor- this was not to love, but luſt inclinßdd; (Fo 
fe 1 For love does alwaies bring forth bounteous deeds, Did 
I 1 And in each gentle hart deſire of honor breeds. In p 
nr Nought ſo of love this looſer dame did {kill, 
9 But as a cole to kindle fleſhly flame, 
bv] Giving the bridle to her wanton will, 


1 And treading under foote her honeſt name; 
| Such love is hate, and ſuch deſire is ſhame. 

| Still did ſhe rore at her with craſty glaunce 
1814 Of her falſe cies, that at her hart did ayme, 


*r a res ore BOP a I Pres 
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1 And told her meaning in her countenaunce; 
It | But Britomart diſſemhled it with ignoraunce. 


Canto J. Tur FAERY QUEENE. — 


| LI. $7 
Supper was ſhortly dight, and downe they ſatt, 
Where they were ſerved with all ſumptuous fare, 
Whiles fruitfull Ceres and Lyæus fatt 
Pourd out their plenty without ſpight or ſpare; 
Nought wanted there that dainty was and rare : 
And aye the cups their bancks did overflow ; 
And aye betweene the cups fhe did prepare 
Way to her love, and ſecret darts did throw; 
But Britomart would not ſuch guilfull meſſage know. 
| LII. 
30 when they flaked had the fervent heat 
Of appetite with meates of every ſort, 
The lady did faire Britomart cntreat 
Her to diſarme, and with delightfull ſport 
To looſe her warlike limbs and ſtrong effort; 
But when ſhee mote not thereunto be wonne, 
(For ſhee her ſexe under that ſtraunge purport 
Did uſe to hide, and plaine apparaunce ſhonne) 
In 2 wiſe to tell her grievaunce ſhe — ; 
LIE. . 
And all attonce diſcovered her deſire 
With ſighes, and ſobs, and plaints, and piteous le 
(The outward ſparkes of her in-burning fire) 
Which ſpent in vaine, at laſt ſhe told her briefe 
That but if ſhe did lend her ſhort reliefe, 
And doe her comfort, ſhe mote algates dye. 
But the chaſte damzell, that had never priefe 
Of ſuch malengine and fine forgerye, 
Did eaſely delovre her ſtrong extremitve. 


Valume I. e N 


With whom he ment to make his ſport and courtly 
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1. 


Full eaſy was for her to have belieſe, 8 
Who by ſelf-feeling of her feeble ſexe, 8 
And by long triall of the inward griefe / 
Wherewith imperious love her hart did vexe, 1 
Could iudge what paines doe loving harts perplexe. FE 
Who means no guile, be guiled ſooneſt fhall, B 
And to faire ſemblaunce doth light faith annexe : D 
The bird that knowes not the falſe fowler's call, A 
Into his hidden nett full eaſely doth fall. Ir 
Forthy ſhe would not in diſcourteife wiſe H 
Scorne the faire offer of good will profeſt, . 
For great rebuke it is love to deſpiſe, „ 

Or rudely ſdeigne a gentle hart's requeſt; . 

But with faire countenaunce, as beſeemed beſt, Th 
Her entertaynd; nath'lefſe ſhee inly deemd Ay 
Her love too light to wooe a wandring gueſt; [at 
Which ſhe miſconſtruing, thereby eſteemd „„ WI 
That from like inward fire that out ward ſmoke had She 

| LVE. ſteemd. 


Therewith awhile ſhe her flit fancy fedd, 

Till ſhe mote winne fit time for her deſire; 

But yet her wound ſtill inward freſhly bledd, 

And through her bones the falfe inſtilled fire 

Did ſpred itſelfe, and venime cloſe inſpire. 

Tho were the tables taken all awav, 

And every knight, and every gentle ſquire, 

Gan chooſe his dame with haſciomani gay, play. 


had 
emd. 
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LVII. 
Some fell to daunce, ſome fell to hazardry, 
Some to make love, ſome to make mery ment, 
As diverſe witts to diverſe things apply; 


And all the while faire Malecaſta bent 


Her crafty engins to her cloſe intent. 
By this th' eternal lampes, wherewith high love 


Doth light the lower world, were halfe yſpent, 


And the moiſt daughters of huge Atlas ſtrove 

Into the « ocean deepe to drive their weary drove. 
| LVIII. 

High t time it ſeemed then for everie wight _ 


Them to betake unto their kindly reſt; 


Efteſoones long waxen torches weren light 

Unto their bowres to guyden every gueſt: 

Tho when the Britoneſſe ſaw all the reſt 

Avoided quite, ſhe gan herſelfe deſpoile, 

And ſafe committ to her ſoft fethered neſt; 

Wher through long watch, and late daies weary toile, 

She ſoundly ſlept, and carefull thoughts did quite af- 
. | [ſoile. 

Now whenas all the world in ſilence deepe 

Yihrowded was, and every mortal wight 

Was drowned in the depth of deadly ſleepe, 


Faire Malecaſta, whoſe engrieved ſpright 


Could find no reſt in ſuch perplexed plight, 

Lightly aroſe out of her wearie bed, 

And under the blacke vele of guilty night 

Her with a ſcarlott mantle' covered, 

That was with gold and ermines faire cnvelimed:. j 
| 11 j | 
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Then panting ſofte, and trembling every joint, | 
Her ſearfull feete towards the bowre ſhe moy'd, 


Where ſhe for ſecret purpoſe did appoynt 


To lodge the warlike maide, unwifely loov'd ; 


And to her bed approching, firſt ſhe proov'd 
Whether ſhe flept or wakte; with her ſofte hand 


She ſoftely felt if any member moov'd, 


And lent her weary eare to-underſtand 


If any putte of breath or ſigne of fence ſhee fond. 
LXI. 

Which whenas none ſhe fond, with * 1 

For feare leſt her unwares ſhe ſhould abrayd, 

Th' embroder'd quilt ſhe lightly up did lifte, 


And by her ſide herſelfe the ſoftly layd, 


Of every fineſt fingers touch affrayd; 


Ne any noiſe ſhe made, ne word ſhe ſpake, 
But inly ſighd: at laſt the royall mayd 


Out of her quiet {lomber did awake, 

And . her weary ſide, the better eaſe to take. 
| L XII. 

Where feeling one cloſe couched by hee fide, 

She lightly lept out of her filed bedd, 


And to her weapon ran, in minde to gride 


The loathed leachour; but the dame, halfe dedd 
Through ſuddeine feare and ghaſtly drerihedd, 

Did ſhrieke alowd, that through the hous it rong, 
And the whole family therewith adredd, 


Raſhly out of their rouzed couches ſprong, | 


And to the troubled chamber all in armes did throng. 


- wg” 
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LXIII. 


Aud thoſe ſixe knightes, that ladies champions, 


And eke the Red-croſle knight, ran to the ſtownd, 
Halfe armd and halfe unarmd, with them attons ; 
Where when confuſedly they came, they fownd 
Their lady lying on the ſenceleſſe grownd : 

On the other ſide they ſaw the warlike mayd 


Al in her ſnow-white ſmocke, with locks unbownd, 
_ Threcatning the point of her avenging blade, 
That with fo troublous terror they were all diſmayd. 


LXIV. 


About their ladye firſt they flockt arownd, 
Whom having laid in comfortable couch, 


Shortly they reard out of her froſen ſwownd, 


And afterwardes they gan with fowle reproch 


To ſtirre up ſtrife, and troublous contecke broch; 
But by enſample of the laſt dayes loſſe, 


None of them raſhly durſt to her approch, 


Ne in ſo glorious ſpoile themſelves emboſſe: 

Her ſuccourd cke the champion of the Bloody Croſſe. 
: L. 

But one of thoſe ſixe knights, G hieht, 

Drew out a deadly bow and arrow keene, 

Which forth he ſent with felonous deſpight 

And fell intent againſt the virgin iheene : 

The mortall ſteele ſtayd not, till it was ſeene 

To gore her ſide, yet was the wound not deepe, 


But lightly raſed her ſoft ſilken ſkin, 


That drops of purple blood thereout did weepe, 


Which did her lilly ſmock with ſtaincs of vermeil ſteep, 


10 


LXVL 

Wheremith, enrag'd ſhe: fiercely at them flew, |. 

And with her flaming ſword about her layd.,. 
That none of them foule miſchiefe could i a | 
But with ber dreadful ſtrokes were all diſmayd : 
Here, there, and every where about her, ſwayd 


And eke the Red-croſſe knight gave her good ayd, 

Ay ioyning foot to foot, and ſyde to ſyde, 

That in ſhort {| pace their foes they have __ terrify de. 
. 

Tho whenas all were put to ſhameful fight, J 

The noble. Britomartis her arayd, 

And her bright armes about her body dight 0 

For nothing would ſhe lenger there be ſtayd, 

Where ſo looſe life, and fo ungentle trade 

Was uſd of knightes and ladies ſeeming gent : 

50 earely ere the groſſe earthes gryeſy ſhade - 

Was all diſperſt out of the firmament, 
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Her wrathfull ſteele, that none mote it ab yd; 


They tooke their ſteeds, and forth vpon their iourney 


cy 


The Red-croſſe n to Britomart 
Neſcribeth Artegall ; 

The wondrous myrrhour by which ſhe 
In love with him did fall. 


I. 


IIe xr have I cauſe in men iuſt blame to find, 


That in their proper praiſe too partiall bee, 
And not indifferent to woman kind, 


To whom no ſhare in armes and chevalree 
They doe impart, ne maken memoree 


Of their brave geſtes and proweſſe martiall : 
Scarſe doe they ſpare to one, or two, or three, 
Rowme in their writtes; yet the ſame writing ſmall 


Does all their deedes deface, and dims their glories all. 


| II. 
But by record of antique times I finde 
That wemen wont in warres to beare moſt _ 
And ta all great exploites themſelves inclin'd 


Of which they ſtill the girlond bore away, 


Till envious men (fearing their rules decay) 
Gan coyne ſtreight lawes to curb their liberty: 
Yet ſith they warlike armes have laide away, 
They have exceld in artes and pollicy, 


That now we fooliſh men that 00 ayſe gin cke t envy. 
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to + THE FAERY QUEENE, 


| III. 
Of warlike puiſſaunce in ages ſpent, 


Be thou; faire Britomart! whoſe prayſe J wiſte, 


But of all wiſedom bee thou precedenr, 

O ſoveraine Queene! whoſe prayſe I would rt 
Endite I would as dewtie doth excyte : 

But ah! my rymes too rude and rugged arre, 


When in fo high an obiect they doe lyte, 


And ſtriving fit to make, I feare doe marre; 

Thyſelfe thy prayſes tell, and make them knowen 
J  ---- Tre. 

She traveiling with Guyon, by the way * 41 

Of ſondry thinges faire purpoſe gan to find, 

T*abiidge their journey long and lingring day; 

Mongſt which it fell into that Fairies mind 

To atke this Briton maid what uncouth wind 

Brought her into thoſe partes, and what inqueſt 

Made her diſſemble her diſguiſed kind: 

Faire lady ſhe him ſeemd like lady dreſt, 

But faireſt knight alive when armed was her breſt. 

* 

Thereat ſhe ſighing ſoftly had no powre 

To {peake awhile, ne ready anſwere make, 

But with hart-thrilling throbs and bitter ſtowre, 

As if ſhe had a fever fitt, did quake, 

And every daintie limbe with horrour ſhake; 

And ever and anone the roſy red 

Flaſht through her face, as it had beene a fake 

Of lightning through bright heven fulmined : 


At laſt the paſſion paſt ſhe thus him anſwered ; 


Canta TE rar r PRY QUEENS. | I05 
=: 

T Faire Sir ! 1 let you weete IO from ds Werse 
I taken was from nourſe's tender pap, 

have been trained up in ee Jr 
“To toffen ſpeare and ſhield, and to affrap + 
© The warlike ryder to-his moſt miſhap; _ 

te Sithence I loathed have my life to lead, 

© As ladies wont, in Pleaſure's wanton lap, 

To finger the fine needle and nyce thread 5 
Me lever were with point of ſoe- man's ſpeare be dead. 

„ VII. | 

% All my delight on deedes of armes is ſett, 

« To hunt out perilles and adventures hard, 

« By ſea, by land, whereſo they may be wett, 
„ Onely for honour and for high regard, 

* Without reſpect of richeſſe or reward: 
For ſuch intent into theſe partes I came, 
© Withouten:compaſſc or withouten card, 
“Far fro my native ſoyle, that is by name 
A The Greater Brytayne, here to ſeeke for praiſe and 


VIII. E fame. 


Fame blazed hath that here in Faery Lond 
Doe many famous knightes and ladies wonne, 
And many ſtraunge adventures to bee fond, 


„Of which great worth and worſhip may be wonne, 


Which to prove, t this voyage have begonne. 
gut mate I weet of you, right courteous Knight, 
| © Tydings of one that hath unto me donne 
Late foule diſhonour and reprochfull ſpight, 


The which I ſeek to wreake, and Arthegall he hight?? 
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= 
The worde gone out, ſhe wcks againe would call, 


As her repenting ſo to have miſſayd, 
But that he it uptaking ere the fall, 


Her ſhortly anſwered; Faire martiall Mayd! 


Certes ye miſaviſed beene t'upbrayd 

« A gentle knight with fo unknightly blame; 
4% For, weet ye well, of all that ever playd 
« At tilt or tourney, or like warlike game, 


The noble Arthegall hath ever borne the name. 


| & 
e Forthy great wonder were it if ſuch ſhame 
Should ever enter in his bounteous thought, | 
* Or ever doe that mote deſerven blame: 
«© The noble corage never weeneth ought 
« That may unworthy of itſclfe be thought : 5 
«© Therefore, faire Damzell! be ye well aware, 
« Leaſt that too farre ye have your ſorrow ſought * 2 
Jou and your countrey both I wiſh welfare, 


And honour both; for each of other worthy are.” 


XI. 
The royall maid woxe inly wondtous glad, 


To heare her love ſo highly magnifyde, 


And ioyd that ever ſhe affixed had 

Her hart on knight fo goodly glorifyde, 

However finely ſhe it faind to hyde. 

The loving mother, that nine monethes did bears) 
In the deare cloſett of her painefull ſyde, 

Her tender babe, it ſeeing ſafe appeare, 

Doth not fo much reioyce as ſhe reioyced theare. 


Book III. 
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. „ 
But to occaſion him to further talke, 


Jo feed her humor with his pleaſing ſtyle, 


Her liſt in ſtryfe-full termes with him to balke, 
And thus replyde; © However, Sir, ye fyle 


 «& Your courteous tongue his prayſes to compyle, 
Alt ill beſeemes a knight of gentle ſort, 
* Such as ye have him boaſted, to beguyle 


* A ſimple maide, and worke ſo heinovs tort, 
© In ſhame of knighthood, as I largely can report. 
XIII. 


Let bee therefore my vengeaunce to diſſwade, 


« And read where I that faytour falſe may find.“ 


„Ah! but if reaſon faire might you perſwade 


« To flake your wrath, and mollify your mind,“ 


Said he; © perhaps ye ſhould it better find; 


© For hardie thing it is to weene by might 

« That man to hard conditions to bind, 

Or ever hope to match in equall fight 

© Whole proweſſe paragone ſaw never living wight. 
_ A. 

% Ne ſoothlich is it eaſie for to read 

© Where now on earth, or how he may be ſownd, 

For he ne wonneth in one certeine ſtead, 

e But reſtleſſe walketh all the world arownd, 

« Ay doing thinges that to his fame redownd, 

© Defending ladies cauſe and orphans right, 

« Whereſo he heares that any doth confownd 

Them comfortleſſe through tyranny or might; 

so is his ſoveraine konour raiſde to heven's hight.” 
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XV. 


His feeling wordes her feeble fence much pleaſed, 


And ſoftly ſunck into her molten hart : 


Hart that is inly hurt is greatly eaſed 
With hope of thing that may allegge his ſmart; 


For pleaſing wordes are like to magick art, 
That doth the charmed ſnake in ſlomber lay : 
Such ſecrete caſe felt gentle Britomart, 
Yet liſt the ſame efforce with faind gainefay ; 
(So diſchord ofte in muſick makes the ſweeter lay.) 
5 VI. „ 
And ſayd, Sir Knight, theſe ydle termes forbeare; 
And ſith it is uneath to find his hannt, | 
«© Tell me ſome markes by which he may appeare, 
« If chaunce 1 him encounter paravaunt, 
<« For perdy one ſhall other ſlay or daunt : ſtedd, 


„What ſhape, what ſhield, what armes, what ſteed, what: 


« And what ſo elſe his perſon moſt may vaunt?“““ 
All which the Red-crofle knight to point ared, 


And him in everie part before her fafhioned. | 


XVII. 
Yet him in everie part before ſhe knew, 
However liſt her now her knowledge fayne, 
Sith him whylome in Britayne ſhe did vew, 
To her revealed in a mirrhour playne; _ 
Whereof did grow her firſt engraffed payne, 
Whoſe root and ſtalke fo bitter yet did taſte, 
That but the fruit more ſweetnes did contayne, 
Her wretched dayes in dolour ſhe mote waſte, 


And yield the pray of love to lothſome death at laſt, 


I 


IT 


|, : 
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XVIII. | 
By ſtraunge occaſion ſhe did him behold, 


A And much more ſtraungely gan to love his ſight. 
As it in bookes hath wiitten beene of old, 
In Deheubarth, that now South-wales is hight, 


What time king Ryence raign'd and dealed right, 
The great magitian Merlin had deviz'd, 


By his deepe ſcience and hell-dreaded might, 


A looking-glaſſe, right wondrouſly aguiz d, 
Whoſe vertues — the wyde worlde ſoone were 
XIX. [ſolemniz'd. 


it vertue 1 to ſhew in perfect ſight. 


Whatever thing was in the world contaynd, 
Betwixt the loweſt earth and heven's hight, 

So that it to the looker appertaynd; 
Whatever foe had wrought, or frend had fed, 


Therein diſcovered was, ne ought mote pas, 


Ne ought in ſecret from the ſame remaynd; 


Forthy it round and hollow ſhaped was, 


Like to the world itſelfe, and ſeemd a world of glas. 
5 XX. | | 


Who wonders not that reades ſo wonderous worke ? 
But who does wonder, that has red the towre 


Wherein th'Aegyptian Phao long did lurke 
From all mens vew, that none might her diſcoure, 


Let ſhe might all men vew out of her bowre ? 
Great Ptolomze it for his leman's ſake 


Ybuilded all of glaſſe, by magicke powre, 

And allo it impregnable did make; 

Yet when his love was falſe he with a peaze it brake, 
Valume 1 8 "0 
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| XXI. | | 

Such was the glaſſy globe that Merlin made, 
And gave unto King Ryence for his gard, 

'That never foes his kingdome might invade, 

But he it knew at home before he hard 
Tydings thereof, and ſo them ſtill debar'd : 

It was a famous preſent for a prince, | 
And worthy worke of infinite reward, 

That treaſons could bewray, and foes convince: 
Happy this realme, had it remayned ever fince. 

wb» + | 

One day it fortuned fayre Britomart 

Into hey father's cloſet to repayre, 

(For nothing he from her reſerv'd apart, | | 
Being his onely daughter and his hayre) | 
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i: Where when the had efpyde that mirrhour fayre, | 

W's 2 Herſelfe awhile therein the vewd in vaine; 1 . 
U 5 Tho her avizing of the vertues rare ; 
! "My Which thereof ſpoken were, ſhe gan againe 1 
WE Her to bethinke of that mote to herſelfe —— G 
[ ; XXIII. 
45 But as it falleth, in the gentleſt harts 
{i Imperious Love bath higheſt ſet his throne, 


1 
| 2 
And tyrannizeth in the bitter fmarts | B 
Of them that to him buxome are and prone, 5 
| L 

Q 


PE” 
55 


So thought this mayd (as maydens uſe to done} 
Whom Fortune for her huſband would allot ; 
Not that ſhe luſted after any one, 

For ſhe was pure from blame of ſinfull blot, | 

Tat wilt her life at laſt muſt lincke in that ſame knot. 


— 
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Eftſoones there was preſented to her ene: '>;: 

A comely knight, all arm'd in complete wize, 


Through whoſe bright ventayle lifted up on bye 


His manly face, that did his foes agrize 

And frends to termes of gentle truce entize, 
Lookt foorth, as Phœbus' face out of the eaſt 
Betwixt twe ſhady mountaynes doth arize ; 


Portly his perſon was, and much increaſt 
Through his heroicke grace and honorable geſt, 


= XXV. 55 
His creſt was covered with a couchant hownd, 
And all his armour ſeemd of antique mould, 
But wondrous maily and aſſured ſownd, 


And round about yfretted all with gold, 
In which there written was with cyphers old, 


Achilles' armes, which Arthegall did win : 

And ea his thield enveloped ſevenfold 

He bore a crowned little ermilin, | 

Tight deckt the azure field with her fayre pouldredſkin. 
XXVI. 

The Anal well did vew his perſonage, 

And liked well, ne further faſtned not, 

But went her way; ne her unguilty age 

Did weene unwares, that her unlucky lot 

Lay hidden in the bottome of the pot; 

Of hurt unwiſt moſt daunger doth nd; 


But the falſe archer, which that arrow ſhot 


So ſlily that ſhe did not feele the wound, 
Did ſmyle full ſmoothly at her weetlefle wofull toung. 
HH. 
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1 . 

| 1 1 Thenceforth the fether in her lofty creft, 

; 13 Ruffed of love, gan lowly to availe, 

[| | And her proud portaunce and her princely tb 

TW With which ſhe earſt tryumphed, now did quaile: 

WE Sad, folemne, ſowre, and full of fancies fraile | 

N 35 She woxe, yet wiſt ſhe nether how nor why; | 

1 þ She wiſt not (filly mayd) what ſhe did atle, 9 

1% Yet wiſt ſhe was not well at caſe perdy, [ 

195 Yet — it was not love, but ſome melancholy. | | 

15 XXVIII. ; 

. So ſoone as Night had with her pallid hew 

VE Defaſte the beautie of the ſhyning ſkye, 

i | 5 | And refte from men the worldes deſired vew, 

1%. She with her nourſe adowne to ſleepe did lye, 

1 But ſleepe full far away from her did fly: 

1 Inſtead thereof ſad ſighes and ſorrowes deepe 

is Kept watch and ward about her warily, | 
1 . 4 That nought ſhe did but wayle, and often ſteepe 5 N 
WH Her dainty couch with teares, which cloſely ſhe dia WM 
i $ 5 XIX. vn [ weepe, : 
| 15 And if that any drop of ſlombring reſt W ; 
il 4 Did chaunce to ſtill into her weary ſpright, 5 
| | 4 When feeble Nature felt herſelfe oppreſt, 
| 5 Streightway with dreames and with fantaſtick fight - 
115 Ol dreadfull things the fame was put to flight, be 
| * That oft out of her bed ſhe did aſtart, 2 85 
1 As one with vew of ghaſtly feends affiight ; 1 


Tho gan ſhe to renew her former ſmart, 
And thinke of that fayre viſage written in her hart. 


2 
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; IN 
One night when ſhe was toſt with ſuch unreſt, 
Her aged nourſe, whoſe name was Glauce hight, - 


Feeling her leape out of her loathed neſt, 


Betwixt her feeble armes her quickly keight, 
And downe againe in her warme bed her dight : 


«© Ah! my deare daughter, ah! my deareſt dread, 


% What uncouth fit,” fayd the © what evill plight 


« Hath thee oppreſt, and with ſad drearyhead 
« Chaunged thy lively cheare, and living made the 
XXXI. | [dead 2? 


1 For not of nought theſe ſuddein ghaſtly feares 


All night afflict thy naturall repoſe, 
„And all the day, whenas thine equall peares 
Their fit diſports with faire delight doe choſe, 


Thou in dull corners doeſt thyſelf incloſe, 


Ne taſteſt princes pleaſures, ne doeſt ſpred 

{© Abroad thy freſh youth's fayreſt flowre, but loſe 

&« Both leafe and fruite, both too untimely hed, 

As one in wilfull bale for ever buried. | 
. XXXII. 

© The time that mortall men their weary cares 


© Do lay away, and all wilde beaſtes do reſt, 


* And every 11ver eke his courſe forbeares, 
© Then doth this wicked evill thee infeſt, 


And rive with thouſand throbs thy thrilled breſt; 


Like an huge Aetn' of deepe engulfed gryefe, 
Sorrow is heaped in thy hollow cheſt, 

** Whence foorth it breakes in ſighes and anguiſh ryfe, 
* AS {ok and * mingledwith confuſedſtry fe. 
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„Ay me, how much I feare leaſt love it bee! 
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XXXIII. 


«© But if that love it be, as ſure I read 

By knowen ſignes and paſſions which I ſee, 
«© Beit worthy of thy race and royall ſead, | | 
Then I avow by this moſt ſaered head | 
Of my dear foſter childe, to caſe thy griefe, 

„And win thy will: therefore away doe dread, 

For death nor daunger from thy dew reliefe 


Shall me debarre: tell me therefore, my lie feſt lebe. 


XXXIV. es ” 
So having ſayd, her twixt her armes twaine | 
Shee ſtreightly ſtraynd, and colled tenderly, 
And every trembling ioynt and every vaine 
Shee ſoftly felt, and rubbed buſily,  _ 


Jo doe the froſen cold away to fly; 


And her faire deawy eies with kiſſes deare 


Shee ofte did bathe, and ofte againe did dry; „ 


And ever her importund not to feare 
To let the ſecret of her hart to her appeare. 

-- " NRRV, 
The damzell pauzd; and then thus fearfully ; 
Ah! Nurſe, what needeth thee to eke my payne? 


** Is it not enough that I alone doe dye, ; 
<« But it muſt doubled bee with death of twaine ? ? 
For nonght for me but death there doth remaine.“ a 
O daughter deare,” ſaid ſhe, ** deſpeire no whit, A 
« For never ſore but might a ſalve obtaine: E, 
++ That blinded god, whigh hath ye blindly ſmit, : 
Another arrow hath your lover's hart to hit.“ b 


Canto IT, THE FAERY QUEENE. IT; 
XXXVI. | 
But mine is not,” quoth ſhe, © like others wownd; 
« For which no reaſon can finde remedy.” | 
Was never ſuch, but mote the like be fownd,” 
Said ſhe; ** and though no reaſon may apply 
e Salve to your ſore, yet love can higher ſtya 
© 'Then reaſon's reach, and oft hath wonders donne.“ 
« But neither God of Love nor God of ſkye 
| | c Can doe,” ſaid ſhe, that which cannot be donne. 
w 0 „Things oft impoſſible, quoth the, “ ſceme ere be- 
; | Os XXII. 
« Theſe idle wordes, ſaid ſhe, doe nought aſwage 
« My ſtubborne ſmart, but more annoiaunce breed: 
&« For no, no uſuall fire, no uſuall rage 
At is, O Nourſe! which on my lite doth feed, 
And ſucks the blood which from my hart doth bleed. 
„But ſince thy faithfull zele lets me not hyde. 
My crime (if crime it be) I will it reed. 
Nor prince nor pere it is, whoſe love hath gryde 
My feeble breſt of late, and launched this wound 
| „„ [wyde : 
= © Nor man it is, nor other living wight; 
2 85 For then ſome hope I might unto me draw; 
But th' only ſhade and ſemblant of a knight, 
2 ©© Whoſe ſhape or perſon yet I never ſaw, 
x: Hath me ſubiected to Love's cruell law: 
& © The ſame one day, as me Misfortune led, 
Ul in my father's wondrous mirrhour ſaw, 
And pleaſcd with that ſeeming goodlyhed, 
+ Uawares the hidden hooke with baite J ſwallowed ; 
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. 

te Sithens it hath in fixed faſter hold 
« Within my bleeding bowells, and fo ſore 
«© Now ranckleth in this ſame fraile fleſhly mould, 
«© That all mine entrailes flow with poiſnous gore, 
te And.th' ulcer groweth daily more and more; 
© Ne can my ronning fore finde remedee, 
* Other then my hard fortune to deplore; 
And languiſh as the leafe faln from the tree, 
« Till death make one end of my daies and miſeree.“ 

XL. | | 


£ Daughter,” ſaid ſhe, 4 what need ye be diſmayd ? 


Or why make ye ſuch monſter of your minde ? 
D Of much more uncouth thing I was affrayd, 
O Of filthy luſt, contrary unto kinde; Z 
gut this affection nothing ſtraunge I finde; 
© For who with reaſon can you aye reprove 
© To love the ſemblaunt pleaſing moſt your minde, 
„And yield your heart whence ye cannot remove? 
No guilt in you, but in the tyranny of Love. 

— 5 
© Not ſo th' Arabian Myrrhe did ſett her mynd, 
« Nor ſo did Biblis ſpend her pining hart, 
* But lov'd their native fleſh againſt al kynd, 
And to their purpoſe uſed wicked art; 
* Yet playd Paſiphaë a more monſtrous part, 
That lov'd a bull, and learnd a beaſt to bee: 


Such ſhamefull luſts who loaths not, which depart 


From courſe of Nature and of modeſtee? [pance. 


** Sweete Love ſuch lewdnes bands from his faire com- 


S. 


oe 
2 


* I fonder love a ſhade, the body far exyld.“ 


XLII. 


gut thine, my deare, (welfare thy heart, my deare) 


«© Though ſtraunge beginning had, yet fixed is 
« On one that worthy may perhaps appeare, 


- « And certes ſeemes beſtowed not amis; 
& Toy thereof have thou and eternall blis.“ 


With that upleaning on her elbow weake, 
Her alablaſter breſt ſhe ſoft did kis, 


Which all that while ſhee felt to pant and quake, 
As it an * were: at laſt ſne thus beſpaxe; 


XLIII. 
T Niese your words doe worke me litle eaſe; 
« For though my love be not ſo lewdly bent 
&« As thoſe ye blame, yet may it nought appeaſe 
„My raging ſmart, ne ought my flame relent, 


But rather doth my helpelefle griefe augment : 


« For they, however ſhamefull and unkinde, 

Vet did poſſeſſe their horrible intent: 

ce Short end of ſorrowes they therby did finde; 

* So was their fortune good, though wicked were their 
r [minde, 

gut wicked fortune mine, though minde be good, 

„Can have no end nor hope of my deſire, 

gut feed on ſhadowes whiles I die for food, 

© And like a ſhadow wexe, whiles with entire 

Affection I doe languiſh and expire. 

„ fonder then Cephiſus' fooliſh chyld, 

Who having vewed in a fountaine ſhere 

His face, was with the love thereof beguyld; 


Q 
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XLV. 


“ Nongght like,“ quoth ſhee, for that ſame wretched 
&« Was of himſelfe the ydle paramoure, [boy 


© Both love and lover, without hope of ioy, 

& For which he faded to a watry flowre ; 

£ But better fortune thine, and better howre, 
* Which lov'ſt the ſhadow of a warlike knight; 
No ſhadow but a body hath in powre; _ 
© That body, whereſoever that it light, 


& May learned be by cyphers, or by magicke. might. 


XLVI. 
gut if thou may with reaſon yet repreſſe 
The growing evill, ere it ſtrength have gott, 
& And thee abandond wholy do poſſeſſe, [© 
« Apainſt it ſtrongly ſtrive, and yield thee nott, 
Til thou in open fielde adowne be ſmott; 
© But. if the paſſion may ſter thy fraile might, 
48 needs love or death muſt be thy lott, 
Then I avow to thee, by wrong or right 


«To mne thy deſire, and find that loved knight.“ 


XLVII. 


Her cheatefull words much cheard the feeble ſpright . 


Of the ſicke virgin, that her downe ſhe layd 

In her warme bed to ſleepe, if that ſhe might, 
And the old-woman carefully diſplayd 

The clothes about her round with buſy ayd, 

So that at laſt a litle creeping ſleepe 

Surpriſd her ſence : ſhee, therewith well apayd, 
The dronken lamp down in the oyl did ſteepe, 


And ſett her by to watch, and ſett her by to weepe. | 


"I 


* 


XLVIII. | 
Earely the morrow next, before that Day 
His ioyous face did to the world revele, 


They both uproſe, and tooke their ready way 
Unto the church, their praiers to appele 


With great devotion and with litle zele; 
For the faire damzell from the holy herſe 
Her love-ſicke hart to other thoughts did ſteale, 


And that old dame ſaid many an idle verſe, 


Out of her daughter's hart fond fancies to reverſe. 
XLIX. 

Retourned home, the royall infant fell 

Into her former fitt ; for why ? no powre 

Nor guidaunce of herſelfe in her did dwell : 

But th' aged nourſe her calling to her bowre, 

Had gathered rew, and favine, and the flowre 

Of camphora, and calamint, and dill 

All which ſhe in a earthen pot did poure, 
And to the brim with coltwood did it fill, 


And many drops of milk and blood through it did 
ED [ſpill. 


Then taking thriſe three heares from off her head, 
Them trebly breaded in a threefold lace, 

And round about the pot's mouth bound the thread 
And after having whiſpered a ſpace 
Certein ſad words with hollow voice and bace, 
Shee to the virgin ſayd, thriſe ſayd ſhe itt, 

Come, Daughter! come, come ſpit upon my face, 
©* Spitt thriſe upon me, thriſe upon me ſpitt; 


Th' uneven nomber for this buſines is moſt ſitt. 
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LI. 
That FI her rownd about ſhe from her wind, 
She turned her contrary to the ſunne; 
Thriſe ſhe her turnd contrary, and returnd 
All contrary ; for ſhe the right did ſhunne, 
And ever what ſhe did was ſtreight undonne : 
So thought ſhe to undoe her daughter's love; 
But love that is in gentle breſt begonne, 
No ydle charmes fo lightly may remove; 
That well can witneſſe who by tryall it does prove. 
LII. 
Ne ought it mote the noble mayd avayle, 
Ne flake the fury of her cruell flame, 
But that ſhee till did waſte, and ſtill did nile; 
That through long languour and hart- burning brame 
She ſhortly like a pyned ghoſt became, | | 
Which long hath waited by the Stygian ſtrond; 
That when old Glauce ſaw, for fear leaſt blame 
Of her miſcarriage ſhould in her be fond, 
She wiſt not how t'amend, nor how it to withſtond. 


me 


id, ; 


1 And all their actions to direct aright; | 


: Through deepe impreſſion of thy ſecret might, 
And ſtirredſt up th' heroes high intents, ments. 
Which the late world admy res 5 for wondrous moni- | 


THE FAERY EEE. 


BOOK III. CANTO III. 


Merlin bewrayes to Britomart 
The ſtate of Arthegall; 
And ſhewes the famous progeny 
Which from them ſpringen ſhall. 


Mos r ſacred Fyre, that burneſt mightily 

In living breſts, ykindled firſt above 

Emongſt th' eternall ſpheres and lamping ky, 

And thence pourd into men, which men call Love; 

Not that ſame which doth baſe affections move 

In brutiſh mindes, and filthy luſt inflame, 

But that ſweete fit that doth true beautie love, 

And choſeth vertue for his deareſt dame, | 

Whence ſpringall noble deedes and never-dying fame: 
| IDs, Il, 

Well did Antiquity a god thee deeme, 

That over mortall mindes haſt fo great might, 

To order them as beſt to thee doth ſeeme, 
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But thy dredd dartes in none do imp more, 

Ne braver prooffe in any of thy powre 

Shewd'ſt thou, then in this royall maid of yore, 4 


Making her ſeeke an unknowne paramoure 
From the world's end, through many a bitter ſtowre, 


„ From whoſe two loynes thou after wardes did rayſe 4 
664 Moſt famous fruites of matrimoniall bowre, ſprayſe, ; 
E Which through the earth have ſpredd their living | 
15 =. That Fame in tromp of gold eternally diſplayes. = 
| | IV. | 4 
Begin then, O my deareſt ſacred Dame, | 
1-5 Daughter of Phœbus and of Memorye, 
* 6 That doeſt ennoble with immortall name, | j 
| The warlike worthies from antiquitye, | 1 
In thy great volume of eternity e; 5 
Begin, O Clio! and recount from hence Ty 
My glorious ſoveraine's goodly aunceſtrye, 
Till that by dew degrees and long protenſe, 
Thou have it laſtly brought unto her Excellence. 1 
5 Full many wayes within her troubled mind "4 
* 11 Old Glauce caſt to cure this ladies griefe; 7 
A Full many wayes ſhe ſought, but none could find, I 
80 | Nor herbes, nor charmes, nor counſel, that is chiefe * 
] And choiſeſt med'cine for ſick hart's reliefe; F 
Forthy great care ſhe tooke, and greater feare, E 
Leaſt that it ſhould her turne to fowle repriefe, B. 
And ſore reproch, whenſo her father deare FF; 


Should of his deat eſt daughter' s hard misfortune heate. 


le fe 


eare. 
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"VE 


At laſt ſhe her aviſde, that he which made 
That mirrhour wherein the ſicke damoſell 


So ſtraungely vewed her ſtraunge lover's ſhade, 

To weet the learned Merlin, well could tell 

Under what coaſt of heaven the man did dwell, 

And by what means his love might beſt be wget : 


For though beyond the Africk Iſmael, 


Or th' Indian Peru he were, ſhe thought 


Him forth through infinite endevour to have ſought. 


VII. 


Forthwith themſelves dif; guiſing both in ſtraun ge 


And baſe attyre, that none might them bewray, 
To Maridunum, that is now by chaunge 

Of name Cayr-Merdin cald, they tooke their way; 
There the wiſe Merlin whylome wont (they ſay) 


To make his wonne, low underneath the ground, 


In a deepe delve, farre from the vew of day, 

That of no living wight he mote be found, 

Whenſo he counſeld, with his ſprights encompaſt 
| VIII. | round. 


| And if thou ever happen that ſame way 


To traveill, go to ſee that dreadful place : 

it is an hideous hollow cave (they ſay) 
Under a rock that lyes a litle ſpace 

From the ſwift Barry, tombling downe apace 
Emongſt the woody hilles of Dyneuowre : 


| But dare thou not, I charge, in any cace | 
To enter into that ſame balefull bowre, [vowre : 


For feare the cruell feendes ſhould thee unwares de- 


Ly 
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„ | 
But ſtanding high aloft, low lay thine eare, 
And there ſuch ghaſtly noyſe of yron chaines 
And braſen caudrons thou ſhalt rombling heare, 
Which thouſand ſprights with long-enduring paines 
Doe toſſe, that it will ſtonn thy feeble braines; 
And oftentimes great grones and grievous ſtownds, 
When too huge toile and labour them conſtraines, 
And oftentimes loud ſtrokes and ringing ſowndes 
From under that deepe rocke moſt horribly rebowndes, 
The cauſe, ſome ſay, is this: A litle whyle 
Before that Merlin dyde, he did intend 
A braſen wall in compas to compyle 
About Cairmardin, and did it commend 
Unto theſe ſprights to bring to perfect end; 
During which worke the Lady of the Lake, 
Whom long he lov'd, for him in haſt did ſend, 
Who thereby forſt his workemen to forſake, 


Them bownd till his retourne their labour not to ſlake. 


; =_ | 
In the meane time through that falſe ladies traine 
He was ſurpriſd, and buried under beare, 

Ne ever to his worke returnd againe; 


Nath'leſle thoſe feends may not their work forbeare, 


So greatly his commandement they feare, 
But there doe toyle and traveile day and night, 
Untill that braſen wall they up doe reare; 
For Merlin had in magick more inſight. 
Then ever him before or after living wight: 
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| XII. 
For he by wordes could call out of the ſky 
Both ſunne and moone, and make them him obay; 
The land to ſea, and ſea to maineland dry, 
And darkſom night he eke could turne to day; 


Huge hoſtes of men he could alone diſmay, 


And hoſtes of men of meaneſt thinges could frame, 
Whenſo him liſt his enimies to fray, 


That to this day for terror of his fame 
The feendes do quake, when any him to them does 


XIII. [name. 
And ſooth men ſay that he was not the ſonne 


Ok mortall ſyre or other living wight, 
But wondrouſly begotten and begonne 


By falſe illuſion of a guilefull ſpright 
On a faire lady nonne, that whilome hight 
Matilda, daughter to Pubidius, 


Who was the lord of Mathtraval by right, 


And cooſen unto King Ambroſius, 

Whence he indued was with {kill ſo merveilous. 
XIV. 

They here ariving, ſtaid awhile without, 

Ne durſt adventure raſhly in to wend, 


But of their firſt intent gan make new dout 


For dread of daunger, which it might portend, 
Untill the hardy mayd (with love to frend) 
Firſt entering, the dreadfull mage there fownd 
Deepe buſied bout worke of wondrous end, 
And writing ſtraunge characters in the grownd, | 
With which the ſtubborne feendes he to his ſervice 
bound, L iy 
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Were from him hidden, or unknowne of yore. 


« Sith a ſore evill, which this virgin bright 
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He nought was moved at their entraunce bold, 


(For of their comming well he wiſt afore) | 
Yet liſt them bid their buſineſſe to unfold, 1 | 
As if ought in this world in ſecrete ſtore 


Then Glauce thus, Let not it thee offend, _ 

© That we thus raſhly through thy darkſom dore 

&© Unwares have preſt; for either fatall end, 

« Or other mightic cauſe, us two did hether ſend.” 
e 5 

He bad tell on; and then ſhe thus began; 

© Now have three mooneswith borrowd brother's light 

„ Thriſe ſhined faire, and thriſe ſeemd dim and wan, 


© Tormenteth and doth plonge in dolefull plight, 

&« Firſt rooting tooke ; but what thing it mote bee, 

« Or whence it ſprong, I cannot read arightz 

«© But this I read, that but if remedee 

Thou ber afford, full ſhortly J her dead ſhall ſee. © 
XVII. 


Therewith th' enchaunter ſoftly gan to ſmyle 5 


At her ſmooth ſpeeches, weeting inly well 

That ſhe to him diſſembled womaniſh guyle, 

And to her ſaid. ** Beldame, by that ye tell 
„More neede of leach-crafte hath your damozell 
„Then of my ſkill ; who helpe may have elſewhere, 
„In vaine ſeckes wonders out of magic ſpell.” _ 
Th' old woman wox half blanck thoſe words to heare, 


And yet was loth to let her purpoſe plaine appeare. 


arcs, 
are: 
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i; | XVIII. 

And to him ſaid, Yf any leaches ſkill, 

Or other learned meanes, could have redreſt 
„This my deare daughter's deepe- engraffed ill, 
4 Certes I ſhould be loth thee to moleſt; | 


hut this fad evill, which doth her infeſt, 


«© Doth courſe of naturall cauſe farre exceed, 


„And houſed is within her hollow breſt, 


«© That either ſeemes ſome curſed witches deed, 

6 Orevill ſpright,that in her doth ſuch torment breed 
5 . | 

The wizard could no lenger beare her bord, 


But bruiting forth in laughter to her ſayd, 
4 Glauce, what needes this colourable word 
To cloke the cauſe that hath itſelfe bewrayd? 


„Ne ve, fayre Britomartis! thus arayd, 
© More hidden are then ſunne in cloudy vele, 


whom thy good fortune, having Fate obayd, 


* Hath hether brought for ſuccour to appele, 
The which the powres to thee are pleaſed to revele.“ 
XX 


The doubtful mayd, ſeeing herſelfe deſcryde, 


Was all abaſht, and her pure yvory | 
Into a cleare carnation ſuddeine dyde; 


As fayre Aurora ryſing haſtily 


Doth by her bluſhing tell that ſhe did lye 


” All night in old Tithonus' frozen bed, 
Whereof ſhe ſeemes aſhamed inwardly; 


But her old nourſe was nought diſhartened, 


But vauntage made of that which Merlin had ared ; | 
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| XXI. | . 

And ſayd, Sith then thou knoweſt all our griefe, 
(For what doeſt not thou knowe?) of grace I pray, 
„ Pitty our playnt, and yield us meet reliefe.“ 
With that the prophet ſtill awhile did ſtay, 

And then his ſpirite thus gan foorth diſplay; 
Moſt noble Virgin, that by fatall lore 

1 Haſt learn'd to love, let no whit thee diſmay 

«© The hard beginne that meetes thee in the dore, 

And with ſharpe fits thy tender hart oppreſſeth ſore: 

XXII. 
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« For ſo muſt all things excellent begin; 
1 & And eke enrooted deepe mult be that tree 
: | © Whoſe big embodied braunches ſhall not lin 
6:22 Till they to heven's hight forth ſtretched bee; 
1 4 For from thy wombe a famous progenee 
In! a &« Shall ſpring out of the auncient Trojan blood, 
1 Which ſhall revive the ſleeping memoree 
| 744 Of thoſe ſame antique peres, the hevens brood, | 
; : „Which Grecke and Aſian rivers ſtayned with their | 
5 „ | [blood. 
: Is © Renowmed kings and ſacred emperours, 
4 « Thy fruitfull ofspring, ſhall from thee deſtend; 8 
5 | <« Brave captaines and moſt mighty warriours, C 
4 That ſhall their conqueſts through all lands extend, 5 
19 And their decayed kingdomes ſhall amend: T 
Bo: | The feeble Britons, broken with long warre, : 
« They lhall upreare, and mightily defend 5 
« Apainſt their forren foe that commes from farre y 
6s 


Till univerſall peace compound all civill jarre. 


—— ü — 
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|< [t was not, Britomart! thy wandring eye 


« Glauncing unwares in charmed looking-glas, 

But the, ſtreight courſe of hevenly deſtiny, 

<« Led with eternall Providence, that has 

* Guyded thy glaunce, to bring his will to pas: 

«Ne is thy fate, ne is thy fortune ill, | 

&© To love the proweſt knight that ever was; 

Therefore ſubmit thy wayes unto his will, 

© And doe by all dew meanes thy deſtiny fulfill.” 
423 | XXV. | 

© But read,” faide Glauce, thou magitian, 

© What meanes ſhall ſhe out-ſeeke,or what waies take? 


How ſhall ſhe know, how ſhall ſhe finde the man? 
Or what needes her to toyle, ſith fates can make 


« Way for themſelves their purpoſe to pertake?“ 
Then Merlin thus; © Indeede the Fates are firme, 
And may not ſhrinck, though all the world do ſhake; 


* Yet ought mens good endevours them confirme, 
And guyde the heavenly cauſes to their conſtant 
| XXVI. (terme. 


„The man whom heavens have ordayned to bee 
«© The ſpouſe of Britomart is Arthegall; | 

* He wonneth in the land of Fayeree, 

* Yet is no Fary borne, ne ſib at all 


To Elfes, but ſprong of ſeed terreſtriall, 


And whylome by falſe Faries ſtolne away, 


«© Whyles yet in infant cradle he did crall; 


Ne other to himſelfe is knowne this day, 
But that he by an Elfe was gotten of a Fay: 


£ | XXVII. | 
«« But ſooth he is the ſonne of Gorlois, 
« And brother unto Cador, Corniſh king, 
© And for his warlike feates renowmed is, 
« From where the day out of the ſea doth ſpring, | 
© Untill the cloſure of the evening: 
From thence, him firmely bound withfaithfull band, 
“ To this his native ſoyle thou backe ſhalt bring, 
« Strongly to ayde his countrey, to withſtand 
© The powre of forreine paynims which invade thy 
1 | - XXVIII. lland. 
Great ayd thereto his mighty puiſſaunce 
& And dreaded name ſhall give in that ſad day; 
% Where alſo proofe of thy prow valiaunce _ 
© Thou then ſhalt make, t'increaſe thy lover's pray: 
„Long time ye both in armes ſhall beare great ſway, 
« Till thy wombes burden thee from them do call, 
« And his laſt tate him from thee take away, 
«© Too rathe cut off by practiſe criminall 
«© Of ſecrete foes, that him ſhall make in miſchie fe 
XXIX. 8 Tall. 
« With thee yet ſhall he leave for memory 
Of his late puiſſaunce his ymage dead, 
% That living him in all activity 
To thee ſhall repreſent : he from the head 
© Of his cooten Conſtantius without dread 


14 <« Shall take the crowne that was his father's ; right, 
4 « And therewith crowne himſelfe in th'other's ſtead: 
14 © Then ſhall he ifſew forth with dreadfull might 


« Againſt his Saxon foes in bloody field to fight. 
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XXX. 
Like as a lyon that in drowſie cave 
_ « Hath long time ſlept, himſelfe ſo ſhall he ſhake, | 
And comming forth, ſhall ſpred his banner brave 
Over the troubled South, that it ſhall make 
The warlike Mertians for feare to quake: 


„ Thriſe ſhall he fight with them, and twiſe ſhall win, , 
«« But the third time ſhall fayre accordaunce make; I 
And if he then with victorie can lin, X 
He ſhall his dayes with peace bring to his n in. 9 


XXXI. 9 
e Sa hight Vortipore, ſhall him ſueceede 
©© In kingdome, but not in felicity; _ 
<« Yet ſhall he long time warre with happy ſpeed, 
- « And with great honour many batteills try; 
But at the laſt to th' importunity 
«© Of froward Fortune ſhall be forſt to yield; 
_ © But his ſonne Malgo ſhall full mightily 
__ « Avenge his father's loſſe with ſpeare and ſhield, 
cc And his proud foes diſcomfit in victorious field. 
| XXXII. 
440 Behold the man, and tell me, Britomart, 
If ay more goodly creature thou didſt ſee? | 
How like a gyaunt in each manly part 
„ Beares he himſelfe with portly maieſtce, 
That one of th' old heröes ſeemes to bee! 
* He the ſix iſlands, comprovinciall | 
In auncient times unto Great Britainee, 
„Shall to the ſame reduce, and to him call 
Their ſondry kings to do their homage ſeverall. 
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4 Ireland ſubdewd, and therein fixt his throne, 


. his Norvey ſes, to aſſiſt the Britons . 
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XXXIII. | 
« All which his ſonne Careticus awhile 
« Shall well defend, and Saxons powre ſupprefle, 
4 Untill a ſtraunger king from unknowne ſoyle 


ke Artiving, him with multitude oppreſle ; 


Great Gormond, having with huge mightineſſe. 


« Like a ſwift otter (fell through emptineſſe) 
44 Shall over- ſwim the ſea with many one 


XXXIV. 
« He in his furie all ſhall over-ronne, | 
% And holy church with faithleſſe handes deface, | 
«© That thy ſad people, utterly fordonne, | 
« Shall to the utmoſt mountaines fly apace : 
« Was never ſo great waſte in any place, 
Nor ſo fowle outrage doen by living men 
« For all thy citties they ſhall ſacke and race, 
And the greene graſſe that groweth they ſhall bren, 
That even the wilde beaſt ſhall dy in ſtarved den. 


55 | 
ec Whiles thus thy Britons doe in languour pine, SY 
<< Proud Etheldred ſhall from the North ariſe, : 4 
« Serving th' ambitious will of Auguſt ine. ©H, 
And paſling Dee, with hardy enterpriſe | 6c A, 
c Shall backe repulſe the valiant Brockwele twiſe, et M 
* And Bangor with maſſacred martyrs fill; | 13 

But the third time ſhall rew his fool-hardiſe; 85 
For Cad wan pittying his peoples ill, | 9 


Shall ſtoutly him defeat, and thouſand Saxons kill, * Sha 


- Card Err. THE rar QUEENT. 133 
 XXXVI, 
40 But after him, Cadwallin mightily. 
On his ſonne Edwin all thoſe wrongs ſhall Wen 
Ne ſball availe the wicked ſorcery 
Of falſe Pellite his purpoſes to breake, - 
«© But him ſhall ſlay, and on a gallow-s bleak 
„Shall give th' enchaunter his unhappy hire: 
Then ſhall the Britons, late diſmayd and weake, 
« From their long vaſſallage gin to reſpire, 
And on their paynim foes avenge their ranckled ire. 
| XXXVII 8 
© Ne ſhall he yet his wrath ſo mitigate, 
© Till both the ſonnes of Edwin he have flayne, 
_ © Offricke and Ofricke, twinnes unfortunate, 
goth ſlaine in battaile upon Layburne playne, 
{© Together with the king of Louthiane, 
“ Hight Adin, and the king of Orkeny, 
goth ioynt partakers of the fatall payne; 
gut Penda, fearefull of like deſteney, | 
_ © Shall yield himſelfe his liegeman, and ſweare fealty: 
| | XXX0vVI1E - -- 
© Him ſhall he make his fatall inſtrument. 
T' afflict the other Saxons unſubdewd; 
He marching forth with fury inſolent 
* Againſt the good King Oſwald, who indewd 
© With heavenly powre, and by angels reſkewd, 
All holding croſſes in their hands on hye, 
*© Shall him defeate withouten blood imbrewd ; 
* Of which that field for endleſſe memory 
1, * Shall Hevenfield be cald to all poſterity. 
- Volume III. : M 
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XXXIX. 
« Whereat Cadwallin wroth thall forth ifſew, 
„And an huge hoſte into Northumber lead, 
With which he godly Oſwald ſhall ſubdew, 
«« And crowne with martyrdome his ſacred head; 
«© Whoſe brothcr Oſwin, daunted with like dread, 
With price of ſilver ſhall his kingdome buy; 
« And Penda ſeeking him adowne to tread, 
Shall tread adowne and doe him fowly dye, 
<< But ſhall with gifts his lord Cadwallin pacify. 
«© Then ſhall Cadwallin die, and then the raine 
44 Of Britons eke with him attonce ſhall dye; 
Ne ſhall the good Cadwallader with paine, 
«© Or powre, be hable it to remedy, 
«© When the full time prefixt by Deſtiny 
< Shall be expird of Britons regiment; 


For Heven itſelfe ſhall their ſueceſſe envy, 


And them with plagues and murrins peſtilent 
e Conſume, till all their warlike puiſſaunce be ſpent. 
| XLI. | 1 


4 Yet after all theſe ſorrowes, and huge hills 


Of dying people, during eight yeares ſpace, 

«© Cadwallader not yielding to his ills, 

% From Armoricke, where long in wretched cace 
e He liv'd, retourning to his native place, 

«© Shal be by viſion ſtaide from his intent; 

© For th' Heavens have decreed to diſplace 

«© The Britons for their ſinnes dew puniſhment, 
„And to the Saxons over-give their government. 


ent. 


de 


1 


Then woe, and woe, and everlaſting woe, 
e Be to the Briton babe that ſhal be borne, 


„Late king, now captive; late lord, now forlorne; 


O who ſhall helpe me to lament and mourne 


© Whoſe empire lenger here than ever any ſtood ?”? 


The damzell was full deepe empaſſioned 
„Ah! but will Heven's fury never flake, 


gut ſhall their name for ever be defaſte, 
And quite from off the earth their memorybe raſte? 


OP heir beames ſhall ofte breake forth, that men them 
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XLII. 


« To live in thraldome of his father's foe: 


© The world's reproch, the cruell victor's ſcorne, 
« Baniſht from princely bowre to waſteful wood : 


The royall ſeed, the antique Trojan blood, 
XLIII. 

Both for his griefe and for her peoples ſake, 

Whoſe future woes ſo plaine he faſhioned, 


And ſighing ſore at length him thus beſpake3 


Nor vengeaunce huge relent itſelfe at laſt ? 
Will not long miſery late mercy make? 
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| XLIV. 
© Nay but the terme,“ ſayd he, © is limited, 
* That in this thraldome Britons ſhall abide, 
And the iuſt revolution meaſured, _ | 
That they as ſtraungers ſhal be notifide : 
For twiſe fowre hundred yeares ſhal be ſupplide 
Ere they to former rule reſtor'd ſhal bee, 
And their importune fates all ſatisfide; 
Let during this their moſt obſcuritee, 
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XLY. 

« For Rhadericks; whoſe ſurname mal be Great, 

4 Shall of himſelfe a brave enſample ſnew, 
„That Saxon kings his frendſhip ſhall intreat; 
And Howell Dha ſhall goodly well indew 

«© The falvage minds with ſkill of iuſt and trew: 

Then Griffyth Conan alſo ſhall up-reare 

© His dreaded head, and the old ſparkes renew 

© Of native corage, that his foes ſhall feare 

© Leaſt back againe the kingdom he from them ſhould 

„ 2 [beare, 

Ne ſhall the Saxons ſelves all peaceably j 

© Enioy the crowne, which they from Britons wonne 
5 © Firſt ill, and after ruled wickedly; for! 
: 1 ö © For ere two hundred yeares be full outronne, 
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There ſhall a Raven, far from riſing ſunne, f 
« With his wide wings upon them fiercely fly, 
And bid his faithlefle chickens overronne g 
| « The fruit full plaines, and with fell crnelty ; 
| In their avenge tread downe the victors ſurquedry. 2 

| = XLVII, 
; 18 „ Yet ſhall a third both theſe and thine ſubdew : 1 
13 . There ſhall a Lion from the ſea-bord wood A 
I I Of Neuſtria come roring, with a crew _ 0 
1s | Of hungry whelpes, his battailous bold brood, T7 
1 Whoſe clawes were newly dipt in cruddy blood; wW 
1 | „That from the Daniſke tyrant's head ſhall rend W 
4 | << 'Th' uſurped crowne, as if that he were wood, G1 
4 And the ſpoile of the conntrey conquered At 


ij | | Emongſt his young ones ſhall dividewith bountyhed. 
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Tho when the terme is full accompliſhid, 


„There ſhall a ſparke of fire, which hath long- while 
« Bene in his aſhes raked up and hid. 

* Bee freſhly kindled in the fruitfull iſle 

« Of Mona, where it lurked in exile, 


© Which thall breake forth into bright-burning fame, | 


«© And reach into the houſe that beares the ſtile 
© Of royall maieſty and ſoveraine name; 


* Soſhall theBriton bloodtheir crowne againe reclame. | 


XLIX. 
66 Thenceforth eternall union ſhall be made 
* Betweene the nations different afore, 


And facred Peace ſhall lovingly perſuade 


© The warlike minds to learne her goodly lore, 


„And civile armes to exerciſe no more: 


© Then ſhall a royall Virgin raine, which ſhall | 


1 *« Stretch her white rod over the Belgicke ſnore, 


“And the great caſtle (mite ſo fore withall, 

«© That it ſhall make him ſhake, and ſhortly learn to 
| L. | fall: 

« But yet the end is not There Merlin ſtayd, 


As overcomen of the ſpirites powre, 
Or other ghaſtly ſpectacle diſmayd, 
That ſecretly he ſaw, yet note diſcoure; 


Which ſuddein fitt, and halfe extatick ſtoure 
When the two fearcfull wemen ſaw, they grew 
Greatly confuſed in behaveoure : 

At laſt the tury paſt, to former hew 


Uce ures againe, and cheat full looks as earſt did ſnew. 
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Then, when themſelves they well inſtructed had 


Of all that needed them to be inquird _ 
They both conceiving hope of comfort glad, 


With lighter hearts unto their home retird; 
Where they in ſecret counſell clofe conſpird 
How to effect fo hard an enterprize, 

And to poſſeſſe the purpole they deſird: 

Now this, now that, twixt them they did devize, 


And diverſe plots did frame to malke in ſtrange dif- | 


LI. | 35 [gulle. 
At laſt the nourſe in her fool-hardy wit | 
Conceiv'd a bold deviſe, and thus beſpake: 
Daughter, I deeme that counſel aye moſt fit, 
That of the time doth dew advauntage take: 
«© Ye ſee that good King Uther now doth make 
strong warre upon the paynim brethren hight 


„ Octa and Oza, whame hee lately brake 
geſide Cayr Verolame in victorious fight, 


© That now all Britany doth burne in armes bright. 
. 

That therefore nought our paſſage may empeach, 

« Let us in feigned armes ourſelves diſguize, 

And our weake hands (need makes good ſchollers) 

The dreadful ſpeare and thield to exercize: [teach 

Ne certes, Daughter, that ſame warlike wiſe, 

] weene, would you miſſeeme; for ye beene tall 

And large of limbe t'atchieve an hard emprize; 

Ne ought ye want but ſkil, which practize ſmall 


“Will bring, and ſhortly make you a mayd martiall. 


all, : 
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LIV. 
And ſooth it ought your corage much inflame _ 
« To heare fo often in that royall hous, 
From whence to none inferior ye came, 


« Bards tell of many wemen valorous, 


© Which have full many feats adventurous - 
„Per formd, in paragone of proudeſt men: 
„The bold Bunduca, whoſe victorious 


« Exployts made Rome to quake, ſtout Guendolen, 


„ Renowmed Martia, and redoubted Emmilen. 
| 1 


* And that, which more then all the reſt may 755 


„Late dayes enſample, which theſe eyes beheld ; 
n the laſt field before Menevia, 
© Which Uther with thoſe forrein pagans held, 


% | ſaw a Saxon virgin, the which feld 


© Great Ulfin thriſe upon the bloody playne; 

* And had not Carados her hand withheld 

“From rath revenge, ſhe had him ſurely ſlayne; 

Jet Carados himſelfe from her eſcapt with en 
LVI. 


Ab read, ” quoth Britomatrt, * how is ſhe hight ? 7 


10 Fayre Angela,” quoth ſhe, “men do her call, 
„No whit leſſe fayre then terrible in fight: 


_ *She hath the leading of a martiall 


* And mightie people, dreaded more then all 

„% The other Saxons, which doe for her ſake | 
And love themſelves of her name Angles call: 
*© Therefore, faire infant ! her enſample make 

** Unto thyſelfe, and equall corage to thee take.“ 
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Her harty wordes ſo deepe into the mynd 

Of the yong damzell ſunke, that great deſire 

Of warlike armes in her forthwith they tynd, 

And generous ſtout courage did inſpyre, 

That ſhe reſolv'd, unweeting to her ſyre, 

Advent'rous knighthood on herſelfe to don, 

And counſeld with her nourſe her maides attyre 

To turne into a maſſy habergeon, | 

And bad her all things put in readineſs anon. 
LVIII. 85 

Th' old woman nought that needed did omit, 

But all thinges did conveniently purvay. —_ 

It fortuned (ſo time their turne did fitt) | 


F — 5 
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| ; A band of Britons ryding on forray 
i : Few dayes before had gotten a great pray 
1 Of Saxon goods, emongſt the which was ſeene 
ö A goodly armour, and full rich aray, 
, Which long'd to Angela, the Saxon queene, 
j a All fretted round with gold, and * wel beſecne, 
(Fi The ſame, with all the hay ornaments, 
bo! King Ryence cauſed to be hanged hy 
. f In his chiefe church, for endleſſe moniments 
5 Of his ſucceſſe and gladfull victory; 
ot which herſelfe aviſing readily 
| In th' evening late old Glauce thether led 
'Þ Faire Britomart, and that ſame armory 
5 Downe taking, her therein appareled, 


Well as ſhe might, and with brave bauldrick garniſhed, 


ed. 


Beſide thoſe armes there ſtood a mightie ſpeare, 
Which Bladud made by magick art of yore, 


Sith which it had beene here preſervy'd in ſtore, 
For never wight ſo faſt in ſell could fit, 


Both ſpeare ſhe tooke and ſhield which hong by it; 
| Bothſpeare and ſhield of greatpowre for her purpoſe fit. 


Thus when ſhe had the virgin all arayd, g ; 


About herſelfe ſhe dight, that the yong mayd 
She might in equall armes accompany, 


And through back waies, that none might them eſpy, | 
Covered with ſecret cloud of filent night, | 
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LX. 


And uſd the ſame in batteill aye to beare; 
For his great vertues proved long afore; 


But him perforce unto the ground it bore: 


LXI. 


Another harneſſe which did hang thereby 


And as her ſquyre attend her carefully: 
Tho to their ready ſteeds they clombe full light, 


? u 4 = Fi = 
RIES 


Themſelves they forth convaid, and paſſed forward 
LXII. | [right, 

Ne ee thev, till that to Faery Lond 2 1 

They came, as Merlin them directed late; 

Where meeting with this Red-eroſſe knight, ſhe fond 

Of diverſe thinges diſcourſes to dilate, 

But moſt of Arthegall and his eſtate: | 

At laſt their wayes ſo fell, that they mote part: 

Then each to other, well affetionate, 

Friendſhip profeſſed with unfained hart, 

The Red- eroſſe knight diverſt, butforth rodeBritomart. 
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THE TAE RT OUEENE. 
BO OE i. CAN TO w. 


Rold Marinell of Britomart 
Is throwne on the rich ſtrond; 
Faire Florimell of Arthur is 
Long follow ed, but not fond. 


I. 
Wurnx is the antique glory now become, 
That whylome wont in wemen to appeare ? 
Where be the brave atchievements doen by ſome ? 
Where be the batteilles, where the ſhield and ſpeare, 
And all the conqueſts which them high did reare, 
That matter made for famous poets verſe, 
And boaſtfull men ſo oft abaſht to heare ? 
Beene they all dead, and laide in dolefull herſe? 
Or doen they onely ſleepe, and ſhall * reverſe ? 
| II. | 
If they be dead, then woe is me therefore; 
But if they ſleepe, O let them ſoone awake 
For all too long l burne with envy ſore 
To heare the warlike feates which Homere ſpake 
Of bold Pentheſilee, which made a lake 
Of Greekiſh blood ſo ofte in Trojan plaine; 
But when 1 reade how ſtout Debora ſtrake 
Proud Siſera, and how Camill hath ſlaine 
The huge Orſilochus, I ſwell with great diſdaine, 
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III. 
| Yet theſe, and all that els had puiſſaunce, 
Cannot with noble Britomart compare, 
As well for glorie of great valiaunce, 
As for pure chaſtitee and vertue rare, 
That all her goodly deedes doe well declare: 
Well worthie ſtock, from which the branches ſprong 
That in late yeares ſo faire a bloſſome bare, 
As thee, O Queene ! the matter of my ſong, 
Whole lignage from this lady I derive along. 
| 5 8 | | 

Who when through ſpeaches with the Red-croſle 

She learned had th' eſtate of Arthegall, [knight, 
And in each point herſelfe informd aright, 
A frendly league of love perpetuall 
She with him bound, and congè tooke withall. 
Then he forth on his iourney did procecde, 
To ſeeke adventures which mote him befall, 
And win him worſhip through his warlike deed, 
Which alwaies of his paineshe made the chiefeſt meed. 
But Britomart kept on her former courſe, 
Ne ever dofte her armes, but all the way 
Grew penſive through that amorous diſcourſe, 
By which the Red-croſle knight did earſt diſplay 
Her lover's ſhape and chevalrous aray: 

A thouſand thoughts ſhe faſhiond in her mind, 
And in her feigning fancie did pourtray 
Him ſuch as fitteſt ſhe for love could find, 
Wiſe, warlike, perſonable, courteous, and kind. 
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VI. 


With ſuch ſelfe- pleaſing thoughts her wound ſhe fed, 


And thought ſo to beguile her grievous ſmart ; 
But ſo her ſmart was much more grievous bredd, 
And the deepe wound more deep engord her hart, 


That nought but death her dolour mote depart. 


So forth ſhe rode without repoſe or reſt, 

Searching all lands and each remoteſt patt, 

Following the guydance of her blinded gueſt, 

Till that to the ſea-coaſt at length ſhe her addreſt. 
| VII. . | 


There ſhe alighted from her light-foot beaſt, 


And ſitting downe upon the rocky ſhore, 
Badd her old ſquyre unlace her lofty creaſt; 
Tho having vewd awhile the ſurges hore, 


That gainſt the craggy clifts did loud ly rore, 


And in their raging ſurquedry diſdaynd 
That the faſt earth affronted them ſo ſore, 

And their devouring covetize reſtraynd, 

Thereat ihe ſighed deepe, and after thus complaynd; 

i VIII. . 

0 Huge ſea of ſorrow, and tempeſtuous griefe, 

„ Wherein my feeble barke is toſſed long, | 
Far from the hoped haven of reliefe, | 

* Why doe thy cruel billowes beat fo ſtrong, 

* And thy moyſt mountaines each on others throng, 
„ Threatning to ſwallow up my fearefull lyfe ? 

O doe thy crucll wrath and ſpighrfull wrong 


At length allay, and ſtint thy ſtormy ſtryfe, ſryfe; 


Which in thy troubled bowels raignes and rageth 


i 


th 
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IX. 
For els my feeble veſſell, crazd and crackt 
« Through thy ſtrong buffets and outrageous blowes, 
% Cannot endure, but needes it muſt be wrackt 
<< On the rough rocks, or on the ſandy ſhallowes, 
r whiles that Love it ſteres and Fortune rowes; 


© Love (my lewd pilott) hath a reſtleſſe minde, 


«© And Fortune (boteſwaine) no aſſuraunce knowes, 


gut ſaile withouten ſtarres gainſt tyde and winde: 


« How can they other doe, ſith both are bold and 
X. | [blinde ? 
« Thou God of windes, that raigneſt in the ſeas, 


That raigneſt alſo in the continent, 


© At laſt blow up ſome gentle gale of eaſe, 
«© The which may bring my thip, ere it be rent, 
« Unto the gladſome port of her intent; 


| «© Then when 1 ſhall myſelfe in ſafety * 


« A table for eternall moniment 


Of thy great grace and my great indo 


Great Neptune! I avow to hallow unto thee.“ 


3 


Then ſighing foftly fore and inly deepe, 


She ſhut up all her plaint in privy griefe, | 
(For her great courage would not let her weepe) 
Till that old Glauce gan with ſharpe repriefe 


| Herto reſtraine, and give her good reliefe, 


Through hope of thoſe which Merlin had her told 
Should of her name and nation be chiefe, 
And fetch their being from the facred mould 

Of her immortall womb, to be in heven enrold. 
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„ 
Fhus as ſhe her recomforted, ſhe ſpyde 
Where far away one all in armour bright 
| With haſty gallop towards her did ryde : 
| Her dolour ſoone the ceaſt, and on her dight 
Her helmet, to her courſer mounting light: 
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| | Her former ſorrow into ſudden wrath 

; i (Both cooſen paſſions of diſtroubled ſpright) 

| Converting, forth ſhe beates the duſty path ; 

F Love and deſpight attonce her corage kindled hath, 
| . 


As when a foggy miſt hath overcaſt 
The face of heven, and the cleare ayre engroſte, 
The world in darknes dwels, till that at laſt | 
The watry ſouth-winde from the ſea-bord coſte 
Upblowing doth difperſe the vapour loſte, 
And poures itſelfe forth in a ſtormy ſhowre; 
So the fayre Britomart, having diſcloſte 
Her clowdy care into a wrathfull ſtowre, 
The milt of griefe diſſolv d did into e powre. 
XIV. | 
Eftſoones her goodly ſhield addreſſing 8 | 
That mortall ſpeare ſhe in her hand did take, 
And unto battaill did herſelfe prepayre. 
The knight approching ſternely her beſpake; 
sir Knight, that doeſt thy voyage rafhly make 
hy this forbidden way in my deſpight, | 
Ne doeſt by others death enſample take, 
] read thee ſoone retyre, whiles thou haſt might, 
** Leaſt afterwards it be too late to take thy flight.” 
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She ſhortly thus; Fly they that need to fly; 
: « Wordes fearen babes. I meane not thee entreat 
« To paſſe, but maugre thee will paſſe or dy.“ 


But with ſharp ſpeare the reſt made dearly knowne: 


But ſhe againe him in the ſhield did ſmite 
With fo fierce furie and great puiſſaunce, 


And through his mayled hauberque, by miichaunce 


- Beyond his croupe, the iength of all her lunce, 7 
Till ſadly ſoucing on the ſandy ſhore 


With gilden hornes and flowry girlonds crou nd, 
| Proud of his dying honor and deare bandes, 
Whiles th' altars fume with frankincenſe arownd, 


Diſtaines the pillours and the holy grownd, - 
And the faire flowres that decked him afore, 
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Oe, W 
Ythrild with deepe diſdaine of his proud threat, 


Ne lenger ſtayd for th? other to reply, 


Strongly the ſtraunge knight ran, and ſturdily 

Strooke her full on the breſt, that made her downe 

Decline: her head, and touch her crouper with her 
XVI. crown. 


That through his three - ſquare ſcuchin percing quite, 


The wicked ſteele through his left fide did glaunce: 
Him fo transfixed ſhe before her bore 


He tombled on an heape, and wallowd in his gore. 
XVII. 
Like as the ſacred oxe, that careleſſe ſtands 
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All ſuddeinly with mortall ſtroke aſtownd, 
Doth groveling fall, and with his ſtreaming gore 
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So fel! proud Marinell upon the pretious ſhore. 
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XVIII. 
The till mayd ſtayd not him to lament, 
But forward rode, and kept her ready way 
Along the ſtrond; which, as ſhe over-went, 


She ſaw beſtrowed all with rich aray 
Of pearles and pretious ſtones of great aſlay, 
And all the gravell mixt with golden owre, 


Whereat ſhe wondred much, but would not ſtay 
For gold, or perles, or pretious ſtones, an howre, 
But them deſpiſed all, for all was in her powre. 

| | OD 
Whiles thus he lay in deadly ſtoniſhment, 
Tydings hereof came to his mother's eare; 


His mother was the blaeke browd Cymoent, 


Fhe daughter of great Nereus, which did beare 

This warlike ſonne unto an earthly peare, 

The famous Dumarin, who on a day 

Finding the nymph aſleepe in ſecret wheare, 

(As he by chaunce did wander that ſame way) 

— with her love, and by her *, ow 
XX. 

There he this knight of her begot, whom borne | 

She of his father Marinell did name, | 

And in a rocky cave (as wight forlorne) 


Long time ſhe foſtred up, till he became 


A mighty man at armes, and mickle fame _ 


Did get through great adventures by him donne, 


For never man he ſuffred by that ſame 
Rick ſtrond to travell whereas he did wonne, 


But that he muſt do battail with the ſea-nymphes | 


ſonne. 


Bot III. 
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XXI. 


An hundred knights of honorab: e name 
He had ſubdew'd, and them his vaſſals made, 


That through all Farie Lond his noble fame 


Now blazed was, and feare did all invade, | 


That none durſt paſſen through that perilous glade 55 


And to advaunce his name and glory more, 


Her ſca-god tyre the, dearely did perſwade 

T' endow her ſonne with $hreaſure and rich ſtore 

Bove all the ſonnes that were of earthly wombes ybore. 
XII. 


The god did graunt his daughter's deare demaund, 


To doen his nephew in all riches flow; 
Eftſoones his heaped waves he did commaund 

Out of their hollaw boſome forth to throw 

All the huge threaſure which che {ea below _ 

Had in his greedy gulfe devoured deepe, 

And him enriched through the overthrow. 

And wreckes of many wretches, which did weepe 
And often wayle their wealth, which he from them 
| | XXIII. [did keepe. 
Shortly upon that ſhore there heaped was 


Excceding riches and all pretious things. 


The ſpoyle of all the world that it did pas | 

The wealth of th' Eaſt, and pompe of Perſian kings; 

Gold, amber, yvorie, perles, owches, rings, 

And all that els was pretious and deare 

The ſea unto him voluntary brings, 

That ſhortly he a great lord did appeare, 

As was in all the Lond of Facrv or elſewheare. 
Ni 
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But after all his warre to reſt his wearie knife: 


One day of Proteus by his mightie ſpeH 
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(For Proteus was with prophecy inſpir'd) 
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XXIV. 
Thereto he was a doughty dreaded knight, 


Tryde often to the ſeath of many deare, 0 
That none in equall armes him matchen might; 7 
A 


The which his mother ſeeing, gan to feare 
Leaft his too haughtie hardines might reare 
Some hard miſhap in hazard of his life; 
Forthy ſhe oft him counſeld to forbeare 
The bloody batteill, and to ſtirre up ſtrife, 


XXV. 
And for his more aſſuraunce, ſhe inquir'd 


Her deare ſonnes deſtiny to her to tell, 
And the ſad end of her fweet Marinell; 
Who through foreſight of his eternall ſkill, 
Bad her from woman-kind to keepe him well, 
For of a woman he ſhould have much ill; 
A virgin ſtraunge and ſtout him ſhould diſmay or kill. 0 
1 ſhe gave him warning every day : 
The love of women not to entertaine ; 
(A leſſon too too hard for living clay, 
From love in courſe of nature to refraine) 
Yet he his mother's lore did well retaine, 
And ever from fayre ladies love did fly; 
Yet many ladies fayre did oft complaine 
That they for love of him would algates dy : 
Dy wheſo liſt for him, he was love's enimy.. 
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XXVII. 


But ah! who ean deceive his deſtiny, 
Or weene by warning to avoyd his fate? 


That, when he ſleepes in moſt ſecurity, 


And ſafeſt ſeemes, him ſooneſt doth amate, 
And findeth dew effect or ſoone or late; 
So feeble is the powre of fleſhy arme. 

His mother bad him wemens love to hate, 


=> For ſhe of woman's force did feare no harme; 


So weening to have arm'd him, ſhe did quite diſarme. 
XXVIII. 

This was that woman, this that deadly wownd, 

That Proteus prophecide ſhould him diſmay, 


© The which his mother vainely did expownd 


To be hart-wownding love, which ſhould aflay 


10 bring her ſonne unto his laſt decay; 
So tickle be the ter mes of mortall ſtate, 
And full of ſubtile ſophiſmes, which doe play 


- With double ſenſes and with falſe debate, 
= T” approve the unknowen purpoſe of eternall Fate. 


XXIX. 


Too trew the famous Marinell it fow ad, 


Who through late triall on that wealthy ſtrond 


5 Inglorious now lies in ſenceleſſe ſwownd, 
Through heavy ſtroke of Britomartis hond; 

5 Which when his mother deare did underſtond, 
And heavy tidings heard, whereas ſhe playd 


| Amongſt her watry ſiſters by a pond 
| Gathering ſweete daffadillyes, to have made 
Cay girlonds, from the ſun their forheads fay t to 
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. 


Efteſoones both flowres and girlonds far away ! 


She flong, and her faire deawy lockes yrent; 
To ſorrow huge ſhe turnd her former play, 


And gameſome merth to grievous dreriment 2 


Shee threw herſelfe downe on the continent, 
Ne word did ſpeake, but lay as in a ſwowne, 
Whiles all her ſiſters did for her lament 


With yelling outcries and with ſhricking ſowne, | 
And every one did teare her girlond from her crowne, 


XXXI. 
Soone as ſhe up out of her deadly fitt 
Aroſe, ſhe badd her charett to be brought, 
And all her ſiſters, that with her did ſitt, 
Bad cke attonce their charetts to be ſought : 
Tho full of bitter griefe and penſive thought 
She to her wagon clombe ; clombe all the reſt, 


And forth together went, with ſorow fraught : 


'The waves obedient to their beheaſt 

Them yielded ready paſſage, and their rage ſurcealt 
Il. 

Great Neptune ſtoode amazed at their Gobe, 

Whiles on his broad rownd backe they ſoftly lid, 


And eke himſelfe mournd at their mournfull plight, 


Yet wiſt not what their wailing ment, yet did, 
For great compaſſion of their ſorow, bid 
His mighty waters to them buxome bee : 
Efteſoones the roaring Billowes till abid, 


And all the griefly monſters of the ſee 


Stood gaping at their _ and wondred them to 928 


ne. 


eaſt; 


l, 
ght, 


o ice: 
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XXXIII. 
A teme of dolphins raun ged in aray 
Drew the ſmooth charett of ſad Cymöent; 
They were all taught by Triton to obay 
To the long raynes at her commaundement: 
As ſwifte as ſwallowes on the waves they went, 
That their brode flaggy finnes no fome did reare, 
Ne bubling rowndell they behinde them ſent; 
The reſt of other fiſhes drawen weare, 


Which with their finny oars the ſwelling ſea did ſneare. 


XXXIV. 
Soone as they bene arriv'd upon the brim 
Of the rich ſtrond, their charets they forlore, 
And let their temed fiſhes foftly ſwim 
Along the margent of the fomy ſhore, 


| Leaſt they their finnes ſhould bruze, and furbate fore 
| Their tender feete upon the ſtony grownd; 
And comming to the place, where all in gore 


And cruddy blood enwallowed they fownd 
The luckleſſe Marinell lying in deadly ſwownd. 
XXXV. 


| His mother ſwowned thriſe, and the third time 
Could ſcaree recovered bee out of her paine; 
Had ſhe not beene devoide of mortall ſlime, 
She ſhould not then have bene relyv'd againe; 


But ſoone as life recovered had the raine, 


Shee made ſo piteous mone and deare wayment, 
That the hard rocks could ſcarſe from teares reframe, 


And all her ſiſter nymphes with one conſent 
Supplide her ſobbing breaches with ſad complement... 
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XXXVI. SE 
© Deare image of myſelfe, ſhe ſayd, that is 
„The wretched ſonne of wretched mother borne, 
te Is this thine high advauncement? O is this 

« Th' immortall name with which thee yet unborne 
© Thy granſire Nereus promiſt to adorne? 

te Now lyeſt thou of life and honor refte; 

Now lyeſt thou a lumpe of carth forlorne 


Book III. 


Ne of thy late life memory is lefte; 


Ne can thy irrevocable deſteny bee wefte. 
XXXVII. | 


e Fond Proteus, father of falſe prophecis, 


e And they more fond that credit to thee give, 
© Not this the worke of woman's hand ywis, 


«© That ſo deepe wound: through theſe deare members 


<< 1 feared love; but they that love doe live; [drive. 
« But they that dye do nether love nor hate: ' 
% Nath'leſſe to thee thy folly I forgive, 

And to myſelfe, and to accurſed Fate, 


18 cat I doe aſcribe; deare wiſedom bought too 


XXXVIII. 


late. 
cc O what availes it of immortall ſeed Ham 


To beene ybredd and never borne to dye? 


<« Farre better I it deeme to die with ſpeed, 

«© Then waſte in woe and wailfull miſerye : 

28 Who dyes the utmoſt dolor doth abyxe, 

% But who that lives is lefte to waile his loſſe; 
80 life is loſſe, and death felicity : | 

&« Sad life worſe then glad death; and greater croſſc 
To ſee frends grave, then dead the * ſelfe to 


engroſſe. 


ne 
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XXXIX. 


© But if the heavens did his dayes envie, | 


% And my ſhort blis maligne, yet mote they well 


Thus much afford me ere that he did die, 


© That the dim eies of my deare Marinell 

] mote have clofed, and him bed farewell, 
Sith other offices for mother meet 

They would not graunt: 

“ Yett maulgre them, farewell my ſweeteſt ſweet; 
« Farewell my ſweeteſt ſonne, fith we no more ſhall 

| EE ©. meet. 
Thus when they all had ſorowed their fill, 

They ſoftly gan to ſearch his griefly wownd, 

And that they might him handle more at will, 
They him difarmd, and ſpredding on the grownd 
Their watchet mantles frindgd with filver rownd, 
They ſoftly wipt away the gelly blood 

From th' orifice; which having well upbownd, 

They pourd in ſoveraine balme and nectar good, 
Good both for erthly med'cine and for hevenly food, 
XILI. 

Theben the lilly- handed Liagore 

(This Liagore whilome had learned kill 

In leaches crafe by great Apolloes lore, 

Sith her whilome upon high Pindus' hill 

He loved, and at laſt her wombe did fill 

With hevenly ſeed, whereof wiſe Pacon ſprong) 

Did feele his pulſe, ſhee knew there ſtaicd — 

Some litle life his feeble ſprites emong, 

Which te his mother tols, deſpeyre ſhe from her flonp. p 


| K 
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MER, 


Tho up him taking in their binder hands, 


They eaſely unto her charett beare; | 
Her teme at her commaundement quiet fans.” 


Whiles they the corfe into her wagon reare, , 
And ſtrowe with flowres the lamentable beare; 


Then all the reſt into their coches clim, 
And through the brackiſh waves their paſſage ſheare; 
Upon great Neptune's necke they ſoftly ſwim, 


And to her watry chamber ſwiftly carry him. 


XLII. 
Domes! in the bottome of the ſea her bowre 
Is built of hollow billowes heaped hye, 
Like to thicke clouds that threat a ſtormy ſhowre, 
And vauted all within like to the ſkye, 


In which the gods doe dwell eternally ; 


There they him laide in eaſy couch well dight, 

And ſent in haſte for 'Tryphon, to apply 5 

Salves to his wounds, and medicines of might, 

For Tryphon of ſea- gods the ſoveraine leach i is hight, 
XLIV. | 

The whiles the nymphes ſitt all about him rownd, 

Lamenting his miſhap and heavy plight, | 

And ofte his mother vewing his wide wownd, 


| Curſed the hand that did ſo deadly ſmight 


Her deareſt ſonne, her deareſt hart's delight; 

But none of all thoſe curſes overtooke + 

The warlike maide, th' enſample of that might, 

But fayrely well ſhee thryvd, and well did brooke 

Her noble deedes, ne her right courſe for ought for- 
| oke. 
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| XLV. 2 
Yet did falſe Archimage her (till purſew, 


To bring to paſſe his miſchievous intent, 


Now that he had her ſingled from the crew 


Of courteous knights, the prince, and Fary gent, 


Whom late in chace of beauty excellent 


Shee lefte, purſewing that ſame foſter ſtrong; 


Of whoſe fowle outrage they impatient, 
And full of firy zele, him followed long, 


To reſkew her from ſhame, and torevenge her wrong. 
XLVI. through playns, 
Through thick and thin, through mountains and 


Thoſe two great champions did attonce purſew 


The fearefull damzell with inceſſant payns; 


Who from them fled, as light-foot hare from vew 

Of hunters ſwifte, and ſent of howndes trew. 

At laſt they came unto a double way, | 

Where doubtfull which to take, her to reſkew, 

Themſelves they did diſpart, each to aflay 

Whether more happy were to win ſo goodly pray. 
XLVIL 

But Timias, the prince? s gentle ſquyre, 

That ladies love unto his lord forlent, 

And with proud envy and indignant yre 

After that wicked foſter fiercely went, 

So beene they three three ſondry wayes ybent; 

But fayreſt fortune to the prince befell, 

Whoſe chaunce it was that ſoone he did repent 

To take that way in which that damozell _ 


| Was fledd afore, affraid of him as + ſeend of hell. 
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1 8 XLVII. 
At laſt of her far off he gained vew; 


Then gan he freſhly pricke his fomy ſteed, 


And ever as he nigher to her drew, 
So evermore he did increaſe his ſpeed, 
And of each turning ſtill kept wary heed: 


Aloud to her he oftentimes did call 


To doe away vaine doubt and needleſſe dreed; 

Full myld to her he ſpake, and oft let fall 

Many meeke wordes to ſtay and comfort her withall. 

. 

But nothing might relent her haſty flight, 

So deepe the deadly feare of that foule ſwaine 

Was earſt impreſſed in her gentle ſpright: 

Like as a fearefull dove, which through the raine 

Of the wide ayre her way does cut amaine, _ 

Having farre off eſpyde a taſſell gent, 

Which after her his nimble winges doth ſtraine, 

Doubleth her haſt for feare to bee for-hent, 

And with her pineons cleaves the liquid firmament, 
L. ; 

With no leſſe haſt, and eke with no leſſe dreed, 

That fearefull ladie fledd from him that ment 

To her no evill thought nor evill deed; 

Yet former feare of being fowly ſhent 

Carried her forward with her firſt intent; | 

And though, oft looking backward, well ſhe vewde 


Herſelfe freed from that foſter inſolent, 


And that it was a knight which now her ſewde, 
Yet ſhe no le ſſe the knight feard then that villein rude, 
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e 1 
lis uncouth ſhield and ſtraunge armes her diſmayd, 
Whoſe like in Faery Lond were ſeldome ſeene, 
That faſt ſne from him fledd, no leſſe afrayd 
Then of wilde beaſtes if ſhe had chaſed beene; 
Let he her followd ſtill with corage keene, 
So long that now the golden Heſperus 
Was mounted high in top of heaven ſheene, 
And warnd his other brethren ioyeous 
To light their bleſſed lamps in Iove's eternall hous. 
LII. 
Al ſuddeinly dim wox the dampiſh ayre, 
And grieſly ſhadowes covered heaven bright, 
That now with thouſand ſtarres was decked fayre; 
Which when the prince beheld; (a lothfull fight) 
And that perforce for want of lenger light 
He mote ſurceaſſe his ſuit, and loſe tne hope 
Of his long labour, he gan fowly 'wyte 
His wicked fortune that had turnd aſlope, 
e And curſed Night, that reft from him ſo goodly os 
LIII. 
Tho when her wayes he could no more deſery, 
But to and fro at diſaventure ſtrayd, | 
Like as a ſhip; whoſe lodeſtar adele 
Covered with clouds her pilott hath diſmayd, 
| His weariſome purſuit perforce he ſtayd, _ 
de „And from his loftie ſteed diſmounting low, 
Did let him forage; downe himſelfe he layd 
Upon the graſſy ground to ſleepe a throw; _ 
The cold carth was his couch, the hard ſteele his pillow. 
0 ij 


de. 
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1 LW 
4 But gentle ſleepe envyde him any reſt; - . 
lf Inſtead thereof ſad ſorow and diſdaine ' | 5 
li Of his hard hap did vexe his noble breſt, | 0 7 
[i And thouſand fancies bett his ydle brayne | 6 
q With their light wings, the fights of ſemblants vainc: 7 
0 Oft did he wiſh that lady faire mote bee T 
$ His Faery Queene, for whom he did complaine; 40 
| Or that his Faery Qucene were ſuch as ſhee, 10 
1 And ever haſty Night he blamed bitterlie : | « 
i _—-: 
l Night! thou foule mother of annoyaunce ſad, 800 
1 <« Siſter of heavie Death and nourſe of Woe,  _ 7% 
i <<; Which waſt begot in heaven, but for thy bad 60 
i And brutiſh ſhape thruſt downe to hell below, « 8 
& Where, by the grim floud of Cocytus flow, - «7 
„% Thy dwelling'is in Herebus black haus, &« / 
(Black Herebus, thy huſband, is the foe « 4 
© Of all the gods) where thou ungratious' « Þ 
& Halfe of thy dayes doeſt lead in horrour hideous : 1 A 
r | | 
«© What had th' eternall Maker need of then 4 Fe 
<< The world in his continuall courſe to keepe, « A 
<« That doeſt all thinges deface, ne letteſt ſee - « Th 
The beautie of his worke? Indeed in ſleepe « Ar 
The ſlouthfull body that doth love tofteep & Da 
His luſtleſſe limbes, and drowne his baſer mind, « WI 
« Doth praiſe thee oft, and oft from Stygian deepe «Tp 
Calles thee his goddeſſe in his errour blind, NO 
& And great dame Nature's handmaide chearing every © Our 


kind. 


Ty 
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bs Deſired reſt, and men of happineſſe deprive. 
LVIII. 0 


Which Darkneſſe ſhal ſubdue, and heaven win: 


LVII. 
«© But well I wote that to an heavy hart 


© Thou art the roote and nourie of bitter cares, | | 


& Breeder of new, renewer of old ſmarts : 
& Inſtead of reſt thou lendeſt rayling teares, 
© Inſtead of ſleepe thou ſendeſt troublous feares 


« And dreadfull viſions, in the which alive 2 


„The dreary image of ſad Death appeares: — 
So from the wearie ſpirit thou doeſt drive 


© Under thy mantle black there hidden lye 

„ Light-ſhonning Thefte, and traiterous Intent, 

© Abhorred Bloodſhed, and vile Felony, 

« Shamefull Deceipt, and Daunger imminent, 

„ Fowle Horror, and eke helliſh Dreriment : 

© All theſe I wote in thy protection bee, 

And light doe ſhonne, for feare of being ſnent; 

“ For light ylike is loth'd of them and thee, 

9 And all that lewdneſſe love doe hate the light to 
1 | ſee. 

0 For Day diſcovers all diſhoneſt wayes, 

« And ſheweth each thing as it is in deed ; 


8 


© The prayſes of high God he faire diſplayes, 
by And his large bountie rightly doth areed: 
© Dayes deareſt children be the bleſſed ſeed 


* Truth is his daughter; he her firſt did breed, 

« Moſt ſacred Virgin! without ſpot of ſinne: [gin. 

8 Our life is "1 but death with darkneſſe doth be- 
Ou 
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LX. 


O when will Day then turne to me againe, 


And bring with him his long- expected light? 

© O Titan! haſt to reare thy ioyous waine, 

e Speed thee to ſpred abroad thy beames bright, 

* And chace away this too long lingring Night; 

& Chace her away, from whence ſhe came, to hell: 
e She, ſhe it is that hath me done deſpight; 
There let her with the damned ſpirits dwell, 

« And yield her rowme to Day, that can it governe 


LXI. Is [well. os 


Thus did the prince that wearie night out-weare 
In reſtleſſe anguiſh and unquiet paine, 


And earely, ere the morrow did upreare 


His deawy head out of the ocean maine, 

He up aroſe, as halfe in great diſdaine, | 

And clombe unto his ſteed : ſo forth he went 
With heavy looke and lumpiſh pace, that plaine 


In him bewraid great grudge and maltalent; 
Eis ſteed eke ſeemd t'apply his ſteps to bis intent. 


THE FAERY SUEENE. 
BOOK HI. CANTOVY. 


Prince Arthur hears of PFlorimell; 
Three foſters Timias wound 
Belphoebe finds him almoſt dead, 
And reareth out of ſwownds 


| I. | 
Wonvex it is to ſee in diverſe mindes 

How diverſly Love doth his pageaunts play, 
And ſhewes his powre in variable kindes: 
The baſer wit, whoſe ydle thoughts alway 
Are wont to cleave unto the lowly clay, 

It ſtirreth up to ſenſuall deſire, | 
And in lewd flouth to waſt his careleſſe day; 
But in brave ſprite it kindles goodly fire, 
That to all high deſert and honour doth aſpire. 

| | 7: 

Ne fuffereth it uncomely Idleneſſe 

In his free thought to build her ſluggiſh neſt ; 
Ne ſuffereth it thought of ungentleneſſe 
Ever to creepe into his noble breſt; 

But to the higheſt and the worthieſt 
Lifteth it up, that els would lowly fall: 
It lettes not fall, it lettes it net to reſt; 
It lettes not ſcarſe this prince to breath at all, 


But to his firſt pourſtit him forward till doth call. 
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III. 
Who long time wandred through the foreſt 0. 
"To finde ſome iſſue thence, till that at laſt 


He met a dwarfe, that ſeemed terrifyde 


With ſome late perill which he hardly paſt, 
Or other accident which him aghaſt; 
Of whom he aſked whence he lately came, 
And whether now he traveilcd fo faſt ? 
For ſore he ſwat, and ronning through that ſame 
T foreſt was beſcracht, and both his feet nigh 
CCN lame. 
Panting for breath, and almoſt out of hart, 
The dwarfe him anſwerd, Sir, ill mote I ſlay 
« To tell the ſame: 1 lately did depart 
© From Faery Court, where I have many a day 
« Served a gentle lady of great ſway 
„ And high accompt throughout all Elfin Land, 
«© Who lately left the ſame, and tooke this way: 
Her now I ſeeke, and if ye underſtand 
Pr 


* Which _ ſhe fared- hath, good Sir! tell out of 
"Wa. ſhand.” 


6 What iger vight, ſaide he, © and how arayd?” : 


« Royally clad,” avoth he, © in cloth of gold, 


te As meeteſt may beſeeme a noble mayd ; 
« Her faire lockes in rich circlet be enrold, 


« A fayrer wight did never funne behold; 


And on a palfrey rydes more whit then ſnow, . 


« Yet the herſelſe is whiter manifold : _ 
«© The ſureſt ſigne whereby ye may her know, 
* 1s that ſhe is the faireſt wight alive, 1 trow.” 
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VI, 


4 Now certes, Swaine,” ſaide he, ſuch one I weene 


Faſt flying through this foreſt from her fo, 
A foule ill- favoured foſter, I have ſeene; 

« Herſelfe (well as I might) I reſkewd tho, 
« But could: not ſtay; ſo faſt ſhe did foregoe, 
© Carried away with wings of ſpeedy feare. 
«© Ah! deareſt God, quoth he, that is great woe, 
©« And wondrous ruth to all that ſhall it heare: _ 


But can ye read, Sir, how l may her finde, or where?“ 


VII. 

e Perdy me lever were to weeten that, 

Saide he, then ranſome of the richeſt Sought, 

Or all the good that ever yet I gat: 

« But froward fortune, and too forward nighs,! 

© Such happineſſe did (maulgre) to me ſpight, 

And fro me reft both life and light attone. 

« But, Dwarfe, aread what is that lady bright 

« That through this forreſt wandreth thus alone? 

For of her ertour ſtraunge I have great ruth and 

| | VIII. 2 s 
8 That ladie is,” quoth he, “ whereſo ſhe bee, 

The bountieſt virgin, and moſt re Han 

That ever living eye, I weene, did ſee; 

Lives none this day that may with her e 

In ſtedfaſt chaſtitie and vertue rare. 

„(The goodly ornaments of beauty bright) 

And is yeleped Florimell the fayre, 

„Faire Florimell belov'd of many a knight, | 

Let ſhe loves none but one, that Marincll is hight : 
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* 
«A — ſonne, that Marinell is hight, 
« Of my deare dame is loved dearely well; 


In other none but him ſhe ſets delight; 


« All her delight is ſet on Marinell, 

« But he ſets nought at all by Florimell: 

<« For ladies love his mother long ygoe 

<« Did him (they ſay) forwarne through ſacred ſpell; - 
© But Fame now flies, that of a forreine foc' _ 


e He is yſlaine, which is the ground of all our woe. 


X. 


t Five daies there be ſince he (they fay) was flaine, 


And fowre ſince Florimell the Court forwent, 

* And vowed never to returne againe, 

Till him alive or dead ſhe did invent: 

“Therefore, faire Sir! for love of knighthood gent, 

«© And honour of trew ladies, if ye may _ 

e By your good counſell or bold e 1 

&« Or ſuccour her, or me direct the way. 

Po one or other good, I you moſt humbly pray: 
XI. 

© So may ye gaine to you full great renowme 

* Of all good ladies through the worlde ſo wide, 

« And haply in her hart finde higheſt rowme 

Of whom ye ſeeke to be moſt magnifide;. 

« At leaſt eternall meede ſhall you abide.” | 

To whom the prince; Dwarfe, comfort to thee take, 

« For till thou tidings learne what her betide, 

„here avow thee never to forſake : 


2 Ill weares he armes that nill them uſe for ladiesſake. 
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| XII. | 

So with the dwarfe he back retourn'd againe, 

To ſeeke his lady where he mote her finde; 

But by the way he greatly gan complaine 

The want of his good ſquire late left behinde, 

For whom he wondrous penſive grew in minde, 

For doubt of daunger which mote him betide; 

For him he loved above all mankinde, 

Having him trew and faithfull ever tride, | 

And bold, as ever ſquyre that waited by koight's! de. | 

XIII. 

Who all this while full hardly was aſſayd 

Of deadly daunger which to him betidd ; 
For whiles his lord purſewd that noble mays; 
After that foſter fowle he fiercely ridd, 

To bene avenged of the ſhame he did 

To that faire damzell : him he chaced long 
Through the thicke woods wherein he would have hid 
His ſhamefull head from his avengement ſtrong, 

And oft him threatned death for bis outrageouswrong. 

XIV. 

Nathleſſe the villein ſped him ſelſe ſo well, 

Whether through ſwiftneſle of his ſpeedie beaſt, 

Or knowledge of thoſe woods where he did dwell, 

That ſhortly he from daunger was releaſt, 

And out of ſight eſcaped at the leaſt; 

Yet not eſcaped from the dew reward 

Of his bad deedes, which daily he increaſt, 

Ne ceaſed not, till him oppreſſed hard 

The heavie plague that for ſuch leachours is prepard. 
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. 
For ſoone as he was vaniſht ont of ſight, 


His coward courage gan emboldned bee, 


And caſt t'avenge him of that fowle deſpight 
Which he had borne of his bold entmee; 


Tho to his brethren came, (for they were three 
Ungratious children of one gracelefle ſyre) 


And unto them com play ned how that he 

Had uſed beene of that foole- hardie ſquyre; 

So them with bitter words he ſtird to bloodie yre. 
XVI. 

Forthwith themſelves with their fad inſtruments 8 


Of ſpoyle and murder they gan arme bylive, 


And with him foorth into the forreſt went, 
To wreake the wrath which he did earſt revive 


In their ſterne breſts, on him which late did drive 


Their brother to reproch and fhamefull flight; 
For they had vow'd that never he alive 


Out of that foreſt ſhould eſcape their might: 
Vile rancour their rude harts had fild with ſuch de- 
| XVII. | {{pight. 


Within that wood there was a covert glade, | 
Foreby a narrow foord, to them well knowne, 
Through which it was uneath for wight to wade, 
And now by fortune it was overflowne; 


By that ſame way they knew that ſquyre unknowne 


Mote algates paſſe ; forthy themſelves they ſet 


There in await, with thicke woods over-growne, 


And all the while their malice they did whet _ 


With cruell threats his * though the ford to let. 


do 
p 
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= XVII. 
It fortuned, as they devized had, R 
The gentle ſquyre came ryding that fame way, 
Unweeting of their wile and treaſon bad, 
And through the ford to paſſen did aſſay; 
But that fierce foſter, which late fled away, 
Stoutly foorth ſtepping on the further ſhore, 


Him boldly bad his paſſage there to ſtay, 


Till he had made amends and full reſtore - 
For all the damage which he had him doen aforc, 
| „„ N l 
With that, at him a quiv'ring dart he threw, 


With fo fell ſorce and villeinous deſpite, 


That through his haberieon the forkchead flew, 

And through the linked mayles empierced quite, 

But had no powre in his ſoft fleſh to bite: 

That ſtroke the hardy ſquire did fore diſpleaſe, 

But more that him he could not come to ſmite, 

For by no meanes the higli banke he could ſeaſe, 

But labour d long in that deepe ſord with vaine diſeaſe. 
. 

And ſtill the foſter, with his long bore- ſpeare, 

Him kept from landing at his wiſhed will: 

Anone one ſent out of the thicket neare 

A cruell ſnaft headed with deadly ill, 

And fethered with an unlucky quill; 

The wicked ſteele ſtayd not, till it did light 

In his left thigh, and deepely did it thrill: 

Exceeding priefe that wound in him empight, 

But more that with his foes he could not come to fight. 


Felume FER | * 
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But warily he did avoide the blow, 


That both his ſides were thrilled with the throw, 
And a large ſtreame of bloud out of the wound did 


His ſinfull ſowle with deſperate diſdaine 


XXI. 
At laſt, through wrath and vengeaunce making way, f 
He on the bancke arryvd with mickle payne, | 
Where the third brother him did ſore aſſay, 
And drove at him with all his might and mayne 
A foreſt-bill, which both his hands did ſtrayne; 


And with his ſpeare requited him agayne, 


XXII. flow. 
He ending downe, with gnaſhing teeth did bite 
The bitter earth, and bad to let him in 
Into the balefull houſe of endleſſe night, 
Where wicked ghoſts doe waile their former ſin: 
Tho gan the battaile freſhly to begin; 
For nathemore for that ſpectacle bad | | 
Did th' other two their cruell vengeaunce blin, 
But both attonce on both ſides him beſtad, 
And load upon him layd, his life for to have had. 


XXIn. 
Tho when chat villayn he aviz'd, which hats: "I - He 
Affrighted had the faireſt Florimell, Vvpor 
Full of fiers fury and indignant hate Fh 
To him he turned, and with rigor fell | Yet 
Smote him ſo rudely on the pannikell, | ha 
That to the chin he clefte bis head in twaine: . Nou 
Downe on the ground his carkas groveling fell; $f Els | 


Out of her fleſhly ferme fled to the place of paine. And 


id 


NC. 


That ſeeing now the only laſt of three, 


He lives, but takes ſmall ioy of his renowne; 
For of that cruell wound he bled fo ſore, 
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XXIV. 


Who with that wicked ſhafte him wounded had, 
Trembling with horror, as that did foreſee _ 
The fearefull end of his avengement fad, 

Through which he follow ſhould his brethren bad, | 
His booteleſſe bow in feeble hand upcaught, 4 
And therewith ſhott an arrow at the lad. + 4 
Which fayntly fluttering ſcarce his helmet raught, 


And glauneing fel to ground, but him annoyed 2 


5 
ä | p 
With that he would have fled into the wood; ; 
But Timias him lightly overhent, 
Right as he entring was into the flood, 
And ſtrooke at him with force ſo violent, 
That headleſſe him into the foord he ſent : 
The carcas with the ſtreame was carried downe, 
But th' head fell backeward on the continent; 
So miſchief fel upon the meaners crowne: 
They three be dead with ſhame, the ſquire lives with 

XXVI. [renowne : 


That from his ſteed he fell in deadly ſwowne, 

Yet ſtill the blood forth guſht in ſo great ſtore, 
That he lay wallowd all in his owne gore. 

Now God thee keepe, thou gentleſt ſquire alive! 
Els ſhall thy loving lord thee fee no more; 

But both of comfort him thou ſhalt deprive, 

And eke thyſelfe of honor which thou didſt atchive. 
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Providence hevenly paſſeth living thought, 
And doth for wretched mens reliefe make way; | 
For lo! great grace or fortune thether brought 
Comfort to him that comfortleſſe now lay. 


|| In thoſe ſame; woods'ye well remember. may 


How that a noble huntereſſe did wonne, 
Shee that baſe Braggadochio did affray, 


| þ [| N And made him faſt out of the foreſt ronne; 


* was her name, as faire as Phoebus — 
XVNVIII. | 
She on a day, as {hee purſewd the chace 


Of ſome wilde beaſt, which with her arrowes keene 


She wounded had, the ſame along did trace 
By tract of blood, which ſhe had freſhly ſeene 
To have beſprinckled all the graſſy greene; 
Buy the great perſne which ſnhe there perceav'd; 


p N | . Well hoped ſhee the beaſt engor'd had beene, 


And made more haſte the life to have bereav'd ; 


i 1 | But ah! her expectation greatly was deceav d. 
bo | | Hh XXIX. 


Shortly ſhe came whereas that woefull ſquire 8 
With blood deformed lay in deadly ſwound, 
In whoſe faire eyes, like lamps of ee J 
The chriſtall humor ſtood congealed rownd ; . 
Ilis locks, like faded leaves fallen to grownd, 
iznotted with blood in bounches rudely ran, 
And his ſweete lips, on which before that ſtownd 
The bud of youth to bloſſome faire began, 


Spoild of their roſy red, were woxen pale and wan. 


* 


Bot III. 


. 
Saw never living eie more heavy ſight, 
That could have made a rocke of ſtone to rew 
Or rive in twaine; which when that lady bright, 
Beſides all hope, with melting eies did vew, 


All ſuddeinly abaſht ſhee chaunged hew, 


And with ſterne horror backward gan to ſtart; 

But when ſhe better him beheld, ſhee grew 

Full of ſoft paſſion and unwonted ſmart ; 

The pou of pitty perced through her tender 12 

XXXI. 

Meckely ſhee bowed downe, to weete if liſe 

Vett in his froſen members did remaine, 

And feeling by his pulſe's beating rife _ 

That the weake ſowle her ſeat did yett retaine, 
Shee caſt to comfort him with buſy paine : 

His double-folded necke ſhe rearcd upright, 

And rubd his temples and each trembling vaine; 
His mayled haberieon ſhe did undight, | 

And from his head his heavy burganet did light. 

| XXXII. 

Into the woods thenceforth in haſte ſhee went, 
To ſceke for hearbes that mote him remedy, _ 

For thee of herbes had great intendiment, 
Taught of the nymphe which from her infancy 

Her nourced had in trew nobility; _ 

There, whether yt divine tobacco were, 

Or panachza, or polygony, _ 

She fownd, and brought it to her patient deare, 


W ho al this n lay bleeding out hishart- blood neare. 


P ij 
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XXX... | 
The ſoveraine weede betwixt two marbles plaine 
Shee pownded ſmall, and did in peeces bruze, 
And then atweene her lilly handes twaine 


Into his wound the juice thereof did ſcruze, 


And round abont (as ſhe could well it uze) 

Ihe fleſh therewith ſhe ſuppled and did ſteepe, 

"abate all ſpaſme, and ſoke the ſwelling bruze; 

And after having ſearcht the intuſe deepe, 

She with her ſcarf did bind the wound, from cold to 
XXXIV. | [keepe. 

By this he had ſweet life recur'd agayne, 5 

And groning inly deepe, at laſt his cies, 

His watry cies, drizling like deawy rayne, 

He up gan lifte toward the azure ſkies, 


From whence deſcend all hopelefle remedies : 


Therewith he ſigh'd; and turning him aſide, 

The goodly maide, full of divinjties 

And pifts of heavenly grace, he by him ſpide, 

Ner bow and gilden quiver lying him beſide. 
XXXV. | 

«© Mercy, deare Lord?” faid he, © what grace is 5 this 

< That thou haſt ſhewed to me ſinfull wight, 

Jo ſend thine angell from her bowre of blis 

«© To comfort me in my diſtreſſed plight ? 

«* Angell, or goddeſſe, doe I call thee right? 

«© What ſervice may I doe unto thee meete, 

«© That haſt from darkenes me returnd to light, 

„And with thy hevenly ſalves and med'cines ſweete 


«Haſt dreſt my ſinfull wounds? I kiſſe thy bletled 


Feete, * # 


Book III. 


XXXVI. 


Thereat ſhe bluſhing ſaid, Ah ! gentle Squire, 


« Nor goddefle I, nor angell, but the mayd 


„And daughter of a woody nymphe, defire 
No ſervice, but thy ſafety and ayd, 


„% Which if thou gaine, I ſhal be well TS 

„Wee mortall wights, whoſe lives and fortunes bee 
« To commun accidents ſtil open layd, 

« Are bownd with commun bond of frailtee, 


* To ſuccor wretched wights whom we captlved ſee.” 


XXXVII. 
By this her damzells, which the former chace 


Had undertaken after her, arryv'd, 
As did Belphœbe, in the bloody place, 


And thereby deemd the beaſt had bene depriv 'd 


Of life, whom late their ladies arow ryv'd : 

Forthy the bloody tract they followd faſt, 

And every one to ronne the ſwifteſt l 

But two of them the reſt far overpaſt, 

And where their lady was arrived at the laſt. 
XXXVIII. 

Where . they ſaw that goodly boy with blood 

Defowled, and their lady dreſſe his wownd, 

They wondred much, and ſhortly underſtood 

How him in deadly cace their lady found, 

And reſkewed out of the heavy ſtownd: 

Eftſoones his warlike courſer, which was ſtrayd 

Farre in the woodes, whiles that he lay in ſwownd, 


She made thoſe damzels ſearch, which being ſtayd, 
They did him ſet theron, and forth with them con- 


| . 


vayd. 
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Into that foreſt farre they thence him led, 
Where was their dwelling, in a pleaſant glade 


With mountaines rownd about environed, 


And mightie woodes which did the valley ſhade, 
And like a ſtately theatre it made, 


Spreading itſelfe into a ſj patious plaine, 


And in the midſt a little river plaide 


Emongſt the pumy ſtones, which ſeemd to plaine 


With gentle murmure that his courſe they did re- 
XL. -- - [ltrainc. 


Beſide the ha dainty place there lay, 
Planted with mictle trees and laurells greene, 


In which the birds ſong many a lovely lay 


Of God's high praiſe, and of their ſweet loves teene, 
As it an earthly patadize had beene; ” 

In whoſe encloſed ſhadow there was pight 

A faire pavilion, ſcarcely to be ſeene, 


The which was al within moſt richly dight, 


That greateſt princes living it mote well delight. 
Thether they brought that wounded ſquyre, and layd 


In eaſie couch his feeble limbes to reſt ; 


He reſted him a while, and then the mayd 
His readie wound with better ſalves new dreſt; 
Daily ſhe dreſſed him, and did the beſt 

His grievous hurt to guariſh that ſhe might, 
That ſhortly ſhe his dolour had redreſt, 
And his foule ſore reduced to faire plight ; 

It ſhe reduced, but himſelfe deſtroyed quight. 


Canto V. THE FAERY QUEENE. 
XLIE 


0 fooliſh phyſick, and unfruitfull paine, 


That heales up one, and makes another wound; 
She his hurt thigh to him recurd againe, 
But hurt his hart, the which before was ſound, 


Through an unwary dart, which did rebownd 
From her faire eyes and gratious countenaunce: 


What bootes it him from death to be unbownd, 
To be captived in endleſſe duraunce 


Of ſorrow and deſpeyre without aleygeaunce? 2 


XLIII. 
Still as his wound did gather and grow hooks, 
So ſtilt his hart woxe ſore, and health decayd; 
Madneſſe to ſave a part, and loſe the whole: 
Still whenas he beheld the heavenly mayd, 
Whiles daily playſters to his wownd ſhe layd, 
So ſtill his malady the more increaſt, | 
The whiles her matchleſſe beautie him difaiayd: : 
Ah, God! what other could he do at leaſt, 
But love ſo fayre a lady, that his life releaſt * 

XLIV. 

Lon 9 while he ſtrove in his corageous breſt 
With reaſon dew the paſſion to ſubdew, 
And Love for to diſlodge out of his neſt: 
Still when her excellencies he did vew, 
Her ſoveraine bountie and celeſtiall hew, 
The ſame to love he ſtrongly was conſtraynd ; 
But when his meane eſtate he did revew, 
He from ſuch-hardy boldneſſe was reſtraynd, 


179 


And of his luekleſſe lott and cruell love thus playnd: 


| 178 THE FAERY QUEENE. Book III. 
22 188 oo 
Jt „ Unthankfull wretch,” faid he,“ is this the meed | 
1 With which her ſoverain mercy thou doſt quight ? EF” 7 
1 Thy life ſhe ſaved by her gratious deed, ; 
| | % But thou doeſt weene with villeinous deſpight 
z 1 * To blott her honour and her heavenly light: 
ol «© Dye, rather dye, then ſo diſloyally _ 
3! HPeeme of her high deſert, or ſeeme ſo light: 
Lf « Fayre death it is to ſhonne more ſhame to dy; 
| wh nes” rather dye, then ever love diſloyally. 
XLVVI. 
« But if to love diſloyalty it bee, 
6% „Shall then hate her that from Deathes dies | | 
Me brought? ah! farre be ſuch reproch fro mee! 
© What can I leſſe doe then her love therefore, 
Sith I her dew reward cannot reſtore? 
« Dye, rather dye, and dying doe her ſerve, 
Dying her ſerve, and living her adore; 
«© Thy life ſhe gave, thy life ſhe doth deſerve; 
& 26> rather dye, then ever from her ſervice ſwerve. Tl 
XLII. . 1 
«« But, fooliſh Boy! what bootes thy ſervice bace Sh; 
To her, to whom the hevens doe ſerve and ſew? 10 
* Thou a meane ſquyre, of meeke and lowly place, Ma 
„She hevenly borne, and of celeſtial hew. | An 
1 © How then? of all Love taketh equall vew; |: I'D 
li And doth not higheſt God vouchſafe to take But 
<« The love and ſervice of the baſeſt crew? Al 
« If ſhe will not, dye meekly for her ſake; _ To 
4 Dye, rather dye, then ever fo faire love forſakc.“ She 


4 — af rr Ee 2 * 2 © 
— —_—_ — Se ew rp > LIN a 2 
— CE DSI — 


<- 

— — — ag 

rr 
— — — 


2 SE III 
—— > 
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:" XVI. ; 
Thus warreid hel ong time againſt his will, g 
5 Till that through weakneſſe he was forſt at laſt | 


To yield himſelfe unto the mightie ill, 
Which as a victour proud gan ranſack faſt 
His inward partes, and all his entrayles waſt, 
That neither blood in face, nor life in hart, 
It left, but both did quite drye up and blaſt, 
As percing levin, which the inner part 
Of every thing conſumes, and calcineth by art. 
XLE. 
Which ſeeing, fayre Belphcebe gan to feare 
Leaſt that his wound were inly well nct heald; 
Or that the wicked ſteele empoyſned were; 
Litle ſhe weend that love he cloſe conceald; 
Yet ſtill he waſted as the ſnow congeald, 
When the bright ſunne his beams theron doth beat; 
Yet never he his hart to her reveald, © 
But rather choſe to dye for ſorow great, 
ve. Then with diſhonorable termes her to entreat. 
She (gracious lady) yet no paines did ſpare 
To do him eaſe, or do him remedy; 
Many reſtoratives of vertues rare, 
And coſtly cordialles, ſne did apply, 
To mitigate his ſtubborn malady; 
But that ſweet cordiall which can reſtore 
A love- ſick hart (he did to him en vy ; 
To him and all th' unworthy world forlore 
She did envy that ſoveraine ſalve in ſecret ſtore, 
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| JERE - © | 
That daintie roſe, the daughter of her morne, 
More deare then life ſhe tendered, whoſe flowre 
The girlond of her honour did adorne; 
Ne ſuffred ſhe the middayes ſcorching powre, 


Ne the ſharp northerne wind thereon to ſhowre, 


But lapped up her ſilken leaves moſt chayre, 

Whenſo the froward ſkye began to lowre 

But ſoone as calmed was the chriſtall ayre, 

She did it fayre diſpred, and let to floriſh fayre. 
| Li: 

Eternall God in his almightie powre, 

To make enſample of his heavenly grace, 

In Paradize whylome did plant this flowre, 

Whence he it fetcht out of her native place, 

And did in ſtocke of earthly fleſh enrace, 

That mortall men her glory ſhould admyre ; 

In gentle ladies breſte, and bounteous race 

Of woman-kind, it fayreſt flowre doth ſpyre, 


And beareth fruit of honour and all chaſt deſyre. 


LIII. 


Fayre ympes of beautie, whoſe bright ſhining beame: 


Adorne the world with like to heavenly light, 
And to your willes both royalties and rcames 


Subdew through conqueſt of your wondrous might, 
With this fayre flowre your goodly girlonds dight 


Of chaſtity and vertne virginall ; 
That ſhall embelliſh more vour beautie bright, 


And crowne your heades with heavenly coronall, 


Such as the angels weare before God's tribunall, 
= 
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Canto “. THE FAERY QUEENE, 
LIV. 


To youre faire ſelves a faire enſample frame 


Of this faire virgin, this Belphœbe fayre, 
To whom in perfect love and ſpotleſſe fame 
Of chaſtitie none living may compayre: 


Ne poyſnous envy iuſtly can empayre 
The prayſe of her freſh-flowring maydenhead ; 


Forthy ſhe ſtandeth on the higheſt ſtayre 

Of th' honorable ſtage of womanhead, 

That ladies all may follow her enſample dead, 
LV. 

In ſo great prayſe of ſted faſt chaſtity 

Nathleſſe ſhe was ſo courteous and kynde, 

Tempred with grace and goodly modeſty, 


That ſeemed thoſe two vertues ſtrove to fynd 


The higher place in her heroick mynd : 


So ſtriving each did other more augment, 


And both encreaſt the prayſe of woman-kynde, 


And both encreaſt her beautie excellent; 
So all did make in her a perfect complement. 


Vylume III. 5 2 


THE FAERY ©UEENE, 
BOOK In. CANTO VI. 


The birth of fayre Belphoebe, and 
Of Amorett, is told; 

Fhe Gardins of Adonts fraught 
With pleaſures manifold. _ 


Wer may I weene, faire Ladies! all this whilc 
Ye wonder how this noble damozell 
So great perfections did in her compile, 
Sith that in ſalvage foreſts ſhe did dwel, 
So farre from court and royall eitadell, 
The great fchooE-maiſtreſle of all courteſy ; 
Seemeth that ſuch wilde woodes ſhould far expel! 
All civile uſage and gentility, 
And gentle — deforme with rude ruſtciy. 

II. 
But to this faire Belphozbe in her berth 
The hevens fo favorable were and free, 
Looking with myld aſpect upon the earth 
In th' horoſcope of her nativitee, 
That all the gifts of grace and chaſtitee 
On her they poured forth of plenteous horne 
love laught on Venus from his ſoverayne ſee, 
And Phœbus with faire beames did her adorne, 


And all the Graces rockt her cradle being borne. 


III, | 
Her berth was of the wombe of morning dew, 
And her conception of the ioyous prime; 
And all her whole creation did her new 
Pure and unſpotted frpm all loathly crime 
That is ingenerate in fleſniy lime: 4 
So was this virgin borne, ſo was the: bred, 
So was the trayned up from time to time 
In all chaſte gertue and true bountihed, 
Till to her dew perfection ſhe were rigencd; 

| ts: 
Her mothor was the ſaize Chryſogonce, 
The daughter of Amphiſa, who by race 
A Faerie. was, yborne of high degtee; 
She bore Belphgehe; ſhe bore in like cace  - 
Fayre Amoretta in the ſecond place: 


Theſe two were twinnes, and twixt them add dr 1 


The heritage of all celeſtiall grace, 5 

That all the reſt it ſeemd they robhed bete 

Of bounty and of heautic, and eee 8 
. f 

It were 2 goodly ſtorie to declare Ante 

By what ſtraunge accident faire Chay ſagone | 

Conceiv'd theſe infants, and how them the bare 

In this wilde forxeſt wandring all alone, 2376175 

Aſter ſhe had nine moneths ful ſild and gane: 

For not as other wemens commune brood... 

They were enwombed in the ſacred thrane / + 

Of her chaſte bodie,, nor Mith commune fogd, 

As other wemens babes, they ſucked yitall blogd * 
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| VI. 
But wondrouſly they were begot and bred 
Through influence of th' heven's fruitful ray, 
As it in antique bookes is mentioned. | 
It was upon a ſommer's ſhinie day, 
When Titan faire his beames did diſplay 
In a freſh fountaine, far from all mens ver 


Boot III. 


She bath'd her breſt, the boyling heat t allay; 


She bath'd with roſes red and violets blew, 


And all the ſweeteſt flowres that in the forreſt grew: 


VII. 


Till faint through yrkeſome wearines, adowne 


Upon the graſſy ground herſelfe ſhe layd 

To ſleepe, the whiles a gentle ſlombring ſwowne 

Upon her fell, all naked bare diſplayd; 

The ſun- beames bright upon her body playd, 

Being through former bathing mollifide, 

And pierſt into her wombe, where they embayd 

With ſo ſweet ſence and ſecret powre unſpide, 

That's in her pregnant feſh they ſhortly fructifide. 
VIII. | 

Miraculous may ſeeme to him that reades 

So ſtraunge enfample of conception, 5 

But reaſon teacheth that the fruitfull ſeades 

Of all things living, through impreſſion a 

Of the ſun-beames in moyſt complexion, 

Doe life conceive, and quickned are by me 2 

So after Nilus' inundation | 

Infinite ſhapes of creatures men doe fynd 


Informed in the mud on which the ſunne hath ſhy nd. 


. 
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IX. 


Great F ather he of Generation ' 


Is rightly cald, th authour of life and bebe: 
And his faire ſiſter for creation 
Miniſtreth matter fit, which tempred right. 


With heate and humour breedes the living wight. - 


So ſprong theſe twinnes in wamb: of Chry ſagone, 
Yet wilt ſhe nought thereof, but ſore . | 


Wondred to ſee her belly ſo upblone, | 
Which ill wcreaſt till he ber terme had full eons 


02 2 


| Whit conceiving ſhame aud foule diſgrace, 1 1 
( Albe her guiltleſſe conſcience her cleard) 
She fled into the wilderneſſe a ſpace, 


Till that unweeldy burden ſhe had reard, 
And ſhund diſhonor, which as death ſhe feard ; 


Where wearie of long traveill, downe to reſt 


Herſelfe ſhe ſet, and comfortably cheard ; 

There a ſad cloud of ſleepe her over-keft, 

And #*izcd every fence, with ſorrow ſore oppreſt. 
| XI. 

It fortuned faire Venus having loſt 

Her little ſonne, the winged god of Love, 


Who for ſome light diſpleaſure, which him croſt, 


Was from her fled, as flit as ayery dove, 

And left her blisfull bowre of ioy above; 

(So from her often he had fled away, 

When ſhe for ought him ſharpely did reprove, 


And wandred in the world in ſtraunge aray, 


| Diſoniz'd in thouſand ſhapes, that none might him 


bewray) | Qi 
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XII. 5 

Him for to ſeeke ſhe left her 1 bons, | K Th 

(The houſe of goodly formes and faire aſpect, _ Ar 

Whence all the world derives the glorious WI 

Features of beautie, and all ſhapes ſelect, 3 | Ho 

With which high God his work manſhip hath deckt) An 

And ſearched everie way, through which his wings An. 

Had borne him, or his tract ſne mote detect; Kee 

She promiſt kiſſes ſweet, and ſweeter things, She 

Unto the man that of him tydings to her brings. Her 

| XIII. | ” 

Firſt ſhe him ſought 3 in Court, where moſt he us'd But 

Whylome to haunt, but there ſhe found him not, She 

But many there ſhe found which ſore accus'd | Atl: 

10 His falſhood, and with fowle infamous blot | Yet { 
$4 His cruell deedes and wicked wyles did ſpot : In w! 
hi lh Ladies and lordes ſhe every where mote heare | Mon; 

| l fl Complayning, how with his empoyſned ſhot KF r th 
| lf i Their wofull harts he wounded had whyleare, | Forth 
00 And ſo had left them languiſhing twixt yy and feare. To ſe 

Fl "|, 1 
th it She then the cities ſought from gate to 8 Short! 
Hit il And everie one did aſke, Did he him ſee ? | Where 
1 ſt And everie one her anſwered, that too late Atſter 
| He had him ſeene, and felt the crueltee Sitting 
[| Of his ſharpe dartes and whot artilleree ; Some « 
1 And every one threw forth reproches rife From 
Of his miſchievous deedes, and ſayd that hee And ſc 

Was the diſturber of all civill life, 125 9 Others 


The enimy of peace, and authour of all ſtrife. The re: 


Canto VI. THE FAERY QUEENF, 187 
XV. 
Then in the countrey ſhe abroad him ought, 
And in the rurall cottages inquir'd, | 
Where alſo many plaintes to her were brought; 
How he their heedeleſſe harts with love had fir'd, 
And his falſe venim through their veines inſpir' 455 | 
And eke the gentle ſhepheard ſwaynes, which fat 
Keeping their fleecy flockes, as they were hyr'd, 
She ſweetly heard complaine, both how and what 
Her ſonne had to them doen; yet ſhe did ſmile thereat ; 
N =. 

But when in none of all theſe ſhe him got, 
She gan avize where els he mote him hyde; 
At laſt ſhe her bethought that ſhe had not 

Yet ſought the ſalvage woods and foreſts wyde, 
| In which full many lovely nymphes abyde, 
Mongſt whom might be that he did cloſely lye, 
Or that the love of ſome of them him tyde; 
| Forthy ſhe thether caſt her courſe t'apply, 
To ſearch the ſecret haunts of Dianes company. 

| XVII. | 

Shortly unto the waſtefull woods ſhe came, 
| Whereas ſhe found the goddeſſe with her crew, 
| After late chace of their embrewed game, 
Sitting beſide a ſountaine in a rev; 
Some of them waſhing with the liquid dew 
From off their daintie limbs the duſty ſweat 
And ſoyle, which did deforme their lively hew; 
Others lay ſhaded from the ſcorching heat ; 
The reſt upon her perſon gave attendance great. 
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x88 THE 'FAERY-QUEENE, Boot III. 
XVII. . 
She having hong upon a bough on high 1 
Her bow and painted quiver, had unlaſte | ; 
Her ſilver buſkins from her nimble thigh, T7 
And her lanck loynes ungirt, and breſts unbraſte, 1 
Alfter her heat the breathing cold to taſte; J 
| Her golden lockes, that late in trefles bright | 3 
Embreaded were ſor hindring of her balte, 5 
Naw looſe about her ſhoulders hong undight, _ La 
And were with ſweet ambroſia all beſprinckled light, 
. . * 
Soone as ſhe Venus ſaw behinde her backe, = 
She was aſham'd to be ſo looſe ſurpriz'd, =» ; 
And woxe halfe wroth againſt her damzels lace, | 85 
That had not her thereof before aviz'd, | ; 
But ſuffred her fo careleſly diſguiz d : «7 
Be overtaken : ſoone her garments looſe 1 U 
Upgath'ring, in her boſome ſhe compriz'd, | «A 
Well as ſhe might, and to the goddeſſe roſe, | Ns 
Whiles all her nymphes did like a girlond her cnclaſe, _ 
. : "1s i «A 
Goodly the gan faire Cytherca greet, | _ T 
And ſhortly aſked her what cauſe her brought - - 
Into that wilderneſſe for her unmeet, =[fraught; 40 oy 
From her ſweete howres and beds with pleaſures - pe 


That ſuddein chaung ſhe ſtraung adventure thought: © 80 
To whom halfe weeping ſhe thus anſwered, 3 
That ſhe her deareſt ſonne Cupido ſought, 

Who in his frowardnes from her was fled, 
That ſhe repented fore to have him an gered, 
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|  Thereat Diana gan to ſmile in ſcorne 


Of her vaine playnt, and to her ſcoffing fayd, 
« Great pitty, fure, that ye be ſo forlorne 
<« Of your gay ſonne, that gives you ſo good ayd 


Jo your diſports; ill mote ye bene apayd.“ 


But ſhe was more engrieved, and replide, 
« Faire Siſter! ill beſeemes it to upbrayd 


| A dolefull heart with ſo diſdainfull pride; 
The like that mine may be your paine another tide, 


XXII. 


As you in woods and wanton wilderneſſe 


<« Your glory ſett to chace the ſalvage beaſts, 


_* $o my delight is all in ioyfulnefle, 
In beds, in bowres, in banckets, and in feaſts; 
And ill becomes you, with your loftie creaſts, 


To ſcorne the ioye that [ove is glad to ſeeke; 

© We both are bound to follow Heaven's beheaſts, 

* And tend our charges with obeiſaunce meeke : 

“Spare, gentle Siſter! with reproch my paine to eke; 
XXIII. 

« And tell me if that ye my ſonne have heard 

* To lurke emongſt your nimphes in ſecret wize, | 

© Or keepe their cabins : much I am affeard 

** Leaſt he like one of them himſelfe diſguize, 

© And turne his arrowes to their exercize ; 

“So may he long himſelfe full eaſie hide, 

For he is faire and freſh in face and guize, 

* As any nimphe; let not it be envide.“ 


80 ſaying, every nimph full narrowly ſhee cide. - 
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Who in her fleepe (a wondrous thing to ſay) 


190 THE FAERY EN r. Boot III. 


* | 
But Phcobe therewith ſore was angered, 


And ſharply aide, ** Goe, Dame, goe feeke your bop, 


« Where you him lately leſte, in Mars his bed: 
He comes not here; we ſcotne his foolith iay, 

« Ne lend we leiſure to his idle tj; 
« But if 1 catch him in this coampan , 

« By Stygian Lake I vow, whoſe ſad annoy 

© The gods doe dread, he dearly ſhall abye; 


Ale clip his wanton wings, that he no more ſhall 
XXV. „ 


Whom whenas Venus ſaw ſo fore diſpleaſd, 


hee inly ſory was, and gan relent 


What ſhee had ſaid; fo her ſhee fogne appeaſd 


With ſugred words and gentle blandiſhment, 


Which! as a fountaine from her ſweete lips went, 
And welled goodly forth, that in ſbort ſpace 
She was well pleaſd, and forth her damzells ſent, 
Through all the woods, to ſearch from place to place 
If any tract of him or tidwgs they mote trace. 

| W | 
To ſearch the god of Love her nim phes ſhe fat, 
Throughout the wandring foreſt every where, 


And after them herſelfe eke with her went 


To ſecke the fugitive both farre and nere. 


So long they ſought, till they arrived were 


In that ſame ſhady covert whereas lay | 
Faire Crytegone in ſlombry traunce whilere, 


Unwares had borne to babes as faire as ſpringing day. 


lay. 
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XXVII. 


Unwares ſhe them tonceivd; unwares ſhe bore: 


She bore withouten paine, that ſhe conceiv'd 
Withouten pleaſure; ne her need implore 
Lucinaes aide: which when they both pereeiv'd, 
They were through wonder nigh of ſehce berev'd, 
And gazing each on other nought beſpake: 


At laſt they both agreed, her ſeaming grier d 


Out of her heavie ſwowne not to awake, 


But from her loving ſide the tender babes to take. 


XVIII. 
Up they das tooke; each one a babe uptoske, 


And with them carried to be foſtered; 


Dame Phabe to a nymphe her babe betooke, 


To be upbrovght in perfeft maydenhed, 


And of herfelfe her name Belphœbe red; 
But Venus her's thenee far away convay'd, 
To be upbrought in goodly womanhed, 


And in her litle love's ſtead which was ſtrayd, 


Her Amoretta eald, to comfort her — 
| d ©, © þ 

She brought her to her i ioyous paradize, 

Wher moſt ſhe wonnes when ſhe on earth does an. 

So faire a place as Nature can devize; 

Whether in Paphos or Cytheron hill, 


Or it in Gnidus bee. I wote not well ; 


But well I wote by triall, that this ſame 

All other pleaſaunt places doth excell, 

And called is by her loſt lover's name, 

The Gardin of Adonis, far renowmd by Fame. 


Z—_ — 
— 
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XXX. | 
In that ſame gardin all the goodly flowres 


Wherewith Dame Nature doth her beautify, 


And decks the girlonds of her paramoures, 
Are fetcht; there is the firſt ſeminary 

Of all things that are borne to live and dye, 
According to their kynds : long worke it were 
Here to account the endleſle progeny 125] 
Of all the weeds that bud and bloſſome there; 


But ſo much as doth need mult needs be counted here. 


XXXI. 
It ſited was in fruitful ſoyle of old, 


And girt in with two walls on either ſide, 
The one of yron, the other of bright gold, | 
That none might thorough breake. nor over-ſtride ; 


And double gates it had, which opened wide, 
By which both in and out men moten pas; 
Th' one faire and freſh, the other old and dride: 
Old Genius the porter of them was, 
Old Genius, the which a double nature . 

5 ä 
Hee letteth in, he letteth out to wend 


All that to come into the world deſire; 
A thouſand thouſand naked babes attend 


About him day and night, which doe require 

That he with fleſhly weeds would them attire: 

Such as him liſt, ſach as eternall Fate | 

Ordained hath, he clothes with ſinfull mire, 

And ſendeth forth to live in mortall ſtate, 

Till they agayn returne backe by the hinder gate. 
2 Ee 
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5 XXXIII. 
After that they againe retourned beene, 
They in that gardin planted be agayne, 


And grow afreſh, as they had never ſeent 


Fleſhly corruption, nor mortall payne: 


Some thouſand yeares ſo doen they there remayne, 
And then of him are clad with other hew, 5 


Or ſent into the chaungefull world agayne, 
Till thether they retourne where firſt they grew; 


So like a wheele arownd they ronne from old to new, 


XXXIV. 


Ne needs there gardiner to ſett or ſow, 


To plant or prune; for of their one accord 
All things as they created were doe grow, 
And yet remember well the mighty word 


Which firſt was ſpoken by th' Almighty Lord, 


That bad them to increaſe and multiply: 

Ne doe they reed with water of the ford, 

Or of the clouds, to moyſten their roots dry, 

For in themſelves eternall moiſture they imply. _ 

XXXV. 

Infinite ſhapes of creatures there are bred, 

And uncouth formes; which none yet ever _ 

And every ſort is in a ſondry bed 

Sett by itſelfe, and ranckt in comely rewz 

Some fitt for reaſonable ſowles t'indew, | 

Some made for ben (ts, ſome made for birds, to weare, 

And all the fruitfull ſpawne of fiſhes he- 

In endleſſe rancks along enraunged were, 

That ſeemd the ocean could not containe them there. 
Volume III. | " 3 | 
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XXXVI. 95 
Daily they grow, and daily forth are ſent 

Into the world, it to repleniſh more; 

Yet is the ſtocke not leſſened nor ſpent, 

Bur ſtill remaines in everlaſting ſtore, | 

As it at firſt created was of yore; | | | 

For in the wide wombe of the world there lyes, | 

In hatefull darknes and in deepe horrore, 

An huge eternall Chaos, which ſupplyes 


th: The ſubſtaunces of Nature's fruitfull progenyes. 
It e. 
{fil All things from thence doe their firſt being fetch, 
| 10 And borrow matter, whereof they are made, 
0 0 Which whenas forme and feature it does ketch, 
| Ws. Becomes a body, and doth then invade | 
wk The ſtate of life out of the grieſſy ſhade: 
Will That ſubſtaunce 1s eterne, and bideth ſo, 
| 1 Ne when the life decayes, and forme does fade, 
7 "2h 13 Doth it conſume and into nothing goe, 
; 10 Baut chaunged is, and often altred to and froe. | 
1.68 XXXVIII. 
| Wit! ©," "7" WIRD is not chaungd nor altered, ” 
f Wit But th' only forme and outward faſhion, | Al 
wit For every ſubſtaunce is conditioned Sh 
| 0 To chaunge her hew, and ſondry formes to don, Fo 
| 1 Meet for her temper and complexion; Fs 


For formes are variable, and decay 
By courſe of kinde, and by occaſion, 

And that faire flowre of beautie fades away, 
As doth the lilly freſh before the ſunny ray. 
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XXXIX. 

Great enimy to it, and to all the reſt 
That in the Gardin of Adonis ſprings, 
Is wicked Time, who with his ſcyth addreſt, 
Does mow the flowring herbes and goodly things, 
And all their glory to the ground downe flings, 
Where they do wither, and are fowly mard; 
He fly es about, and with his flaggy wings 
Beates downe both leaves and buds without regard, 
Ne ever pitty may relent his malice hard. 
| XL. 

Yet pitty often did the gods relent, | 

To ſee ſo faire thinges mard and ſpoiled quight, 
And their great mother Venus did lament | 

The loſſe of her deare brood, her deare delight; 
Her hart was pierſt with pitty at the ſight, 
When walking through the gardin them ſhe ſpyde, 
Yet no'te ſhe find redreſſe for ſuch deſpight, 
For all that lives is ſubiect to that law: 
All — decay in time, and to their end doe draw. 
XLI. 
But were it not that Time their troubler i is, 
All that in this delight full gardin growes 
Should happy bee, and have immortall blis, 
For here all plenty and all pleaſure flowes, 
And ſweete Love gentle fitts emongſt them throwes, 
Without fell rancor or fond gealofy; 
Franckly each paramour his leman knowes, 
Each bird his mate; ne any does envy 
Their goodly meriment and gay felicity. 
Ri 5 
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XLII. 
There is continuall ſpring, and harveſt FAY | 
Continuall, both meeting at one tym; 0 


For both the boughes doe laughing bloſſoms liabe, | 

And with freſh colours decke the wanton pryme, 

And eke attonce. the heavy trees they clyme, 

Which ſceme to labour under their fruites lode; 

The whiles the ioyous birds make their paſtyme | 

Emongſt the ſhady lea ves (their ſweet abode) - 

And their trew loves without ſuipit ion teil 9 
XLIII. 

Right in the middeſt of that paradiſe | 3 

There ſtood a ſtately mount, on whole round top 

A gloomy grove of mirtle trees did riſe, 

Whoſe ſhady boughes ſharp ſteele did never lop, 


| Nor wicked beaſtes their tender buds did crop, 
1 00 But like a girlond compaſſed the hight, 
| Why And from their fruitfull ſydes fweet gum did drop, 
= "Fi That all the ground, with pretious deaw. bedight, | 
#2 | Threw forth moſt dainty odours and moſt ſweet de- 
Vi — fi, WM - 
„ And in the thickeſt covert of that ſhade An 
| 5 There was a pleaſaunt arber, not by art, Via 
| Wi But of the trees owne inclination made, In 
i Which knitting their rancke braunches part to part, All 
1 With wanton yvie-t wine entrayld n Ai Yet 
14 And eglantine and caprifole emong, | fs 
1 Fa ſhiond above within their inmoſt part, Tra 
it That nether Phæbus“ beams could thro' them throng, For 
4 Nor Acolus' ſnarp blaſt could worke them any wrong. The 


—.— neu 
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XLV. 


Andi all about grew every ſort of flowre 
To which ſad lovers were trans formde of yore; 


Freſh Hyacinthus, Phœbus' n FN: 
And deareſt love; | 


- Fooliſh Narciſſe, that likes the watry dane 2 
Sad Amaranthus, made a flowre but late, 
Sad Amaranthus, in whoſe purple gore 
Me ſeemes I ſee Amintas wretched fate, | 

To whom ſweet poets verſe hath given endleſſe date. 


XLVI. 


There wont fayre Venus often to enioy 
Her deare Adonis' ioyous company, 


And reap ſweet pleaſure of the wanton boy; 


There yet (ſome ſay) in ſecret he does ly, 


Lapped in flowres and pretious ſpycery, 

By her hid from the world, and from the {kill 

Of Stygian gods, which doe her love envy; 

But ſhe herſelfe, whenever that ſhe will, 

Pole him, and of his men takes her fill. 

XLVII. 

And ſooth it ſeemes they ſay, for he may not 

For ever dye, and ever buried bee 

In balefull night, where all thinges are forgot, 

All be he ſubie& to mortalitie, 

Yet is eterne in mutabilitie, 

And by ſucceſſion made perpetuall, 

Transformed oft, and chaunged diverſlie; 

For him the father of all formes they call, 

Therfore needs mote he live that living gives to all. 
R. iij 
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XLVIII. 

There now he liveth-in eternal blis, 

loying his goddeſſe, and of her enioyd; 
Ne feareth he henceforth that foc of his, | | 
| Which with his cruell tuſke him deadly cloyd; =; 
For that wilde bore, the which him once _—_— 1 8 
She firmely hath empriſoned for ay | \ 
(That her ſweet loue his malice mote avoyd) 7 
In a ſtrong rocky cave, which is (they ſay) h 
Hewen underneath that mount, that none him loſen 1 

| XLIX. | (may. 

There now he lives in everlaſting oy, | wy I 
With many of the gods in company, py 

Which thether haunt. and with the W boy 
Sporting him ſelfe in ſafe felioity; | 
Who when he hath with ſpoiles and eruelty 

Ranſackt the world, and in the wofull charts 

Of many wretches ſet his triumphes hye, 


— 1 Thether reſortes, and lay ing his ſad dartes | Ac 
. 5 Aſyde, with faire Adonis playes his wanton puns. 3 His 
1 r | 
| * And his trew love, faire Pſyche, with him e But 
| 1 Fayre Pſyche! to him lately reconcyld, 1 75 Sav 
14 After long troubles and unmeet upbrayes, To 
MA | With which his mother Venus her 2 . In f 
5 And eke himſelfe her cruelly exy ld Anc 
| 4 But now in ſtedfaſt love and happy tate 5 Sore 
| 1 She with him lives, and hath him borne a chyld, MF Whc 
f i Pleaſure, that-doth both gods and men aggrate, Her 
Way Pleaſure the daughter of Cupid and Pſyche late. As 


Cante VF Tux FAERY QUEENE. 
lb 

Hether great Venus brought this infant fayre, 

The yonger daughter of Chryſoganee, 

And unto Pſyche, with great truſt and care, 

Committed her, y foſtered to bee, 

And trained up in-trew. feminitee ; 

Who no late carefully ber tendered | 

Then her one daughter Pleaſure, to PTE ice 

Made her companion, and her:lefloned 

* all the lore of love and goodly womanhead. 

LII. | 

In which when ſhe to perfect ripenes grew, 

Of grace and beautie noble paragone, 

She brought her forth into the worldes vew, 

To be th' enſample of true love alone, 

And lodeſtarre of all chaſte affectione 

To all fayre ladies that doe live on grownd ; 

To Faery Court ſhe came, where many one 

Admyrd her goodly haveour, and fownd | 

His feeble hart wide launched withLove'scruellwownd. 1 
LIII. kg 

Put ſhe to none of them her love did 6 | | 

Save to the noble knight Sir Scudamore, 

To whom her loving hart ſhe linked faſt 

In faithfull love, t'abide for evermore; 

And for his deareſt ſake endured fore, 

Sore trouble of an hainous enimy, 

Who her would forced have to have dene 

Her former love and ſtedfaſt loialt , 

As ye may elſwhere reade that ruefull hiſtory ; 
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But well I weene ye firſt deſire to learne 

What end unto that fearefull damozell 

(Which fledd ſo faſt from that ſame foſter ſtearne, 

Whom with his brethren Timias flew) befell, 

That was, to weet, the goodly Florimell, 

Who wandring for to ſeeke her lover deare, 


| Her lover deare, her deareſt Marinell, 


Into misfortune fell, as ye did heare, 
And fromPrinceArth ure fled with wings of idle foane, 
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8 The witches ſoone Joves riorimell 2 
She flyes; he faines to dy: 
Satyrane ſaves the Squyre of Dames 


From gypuny'y tyranny. 


| L | 
Lixe as an hynd forth ſingled from the heard, 
That hath eſcaped from a ravenous beadt, 
Yet flyes away, of her:owne fecte afeard, 
And every leafe that ſnak eth with the leaſt 
Murmure of winde her terror bath encrealſt ; 
So fledd fayre Florimell from her vaine feare, 
Long after ſhe from peril] was releaſt; 
Each ſhade ſhe ſaw, and each noyſe ſhe did heare, 
Did ſecme to be the fame which the eſcapt whilcare, 

| II. 
All that ſame evening ſhe in fly ing ſpent, 
And all that night her courſe continewed; 
Ne did the let dull ſleepe once to relent, 
Nor wearinefle to ſlack her baſt, but fled 
Ever alike, as if her former dred | 
Were hard hching, her ready to arreſt; 
And her white palfrey, having conquered 
The maiſtring raines out of her weary wreſt, 
Perforce her carried vhereever he thought belt, 
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| Book III. 
I. 


So long as breath and hable puiſſaunce 


Did native corage unto him ſupply, 

His pace he freſhly forward did advaunce, 
And carried. her beyond all icopardy; ; 
But nought that wanteth reſt can long aby : 


He having throngh inceſſant traveill ſpent 


His force, at laſt perforce adowne did ly, 


Ne foot could further move; the lady gent 
Thereat was ſuddein ſtrook with great aſtoniſhment; 


| IV. l 
And forſt t'alight on foot mote algates fare; 
(A traveiler unwonted to ſuch way) _ 
Need teacheth her this leſſon hard and rare, 


That Fortune all in equall launce doth ſway, F 


And mortall miſeries doth make her play. 
So long lhe traveild, till at length ſhe came 
To an hilles ſide, which did to her bewray 


A litle valley ſubiect to the ſame, 


All coverd with thick woodes, that quite it over- came. 
V. 

Through th' tops of the high IR ſhe did deſery 

A litle ſmoke, whoſe vapour, thin and light, 
Recking aloft uprolled to the ſky; 
Which chearefull ſigne did ſend unto her Goht 
That in the ſame did wonne ſome living wight. 
Eftſoones her ſteps ſhe thereunto applyd, 
And came at laſt, in weary wretched plight, 
Unto the place to which her hope did guyde, 
To finde ſome refuge there, and reſt her wearic ſyde. 


Me. 


ſyde. 


N ; VI. | 
There in a gloomy hollow glen ſhe found 


A little cottage built of ſtickes and reedes 


In homely wize, and wald with ſods around, 


In which a witch did dwell in loathly weedes 


And wilfull want, all careleſſe of her needes; 
So chooſing ſolitarie to abide 

Far from all neighbours, that her diveliſh denies 
And helliſh arts from people ſhe might hide, 


And hurt far off unknowne whomever ſhe enride. 


I. 
The damzell there arriving entred in; 
Where ſitting on the flore the hag ſhe found 
Buſie (as ſeem'd) about ſome wicked gin; 


Who ſoone as ſhe beheld that ſuddein ſtound, 


Lightly upſtarted from the duſtie ground, 
And with fell looke and hollow deadly gaze 
Stared on her awhile, as one aſtound, 

Ne had one word to ſpeake for great amaze, 


But ſhewd by outward ſignes that dread her ſence did 


VIII. __ [dazeo 
At TY turning her feare to fooliſh wrath, _ 
She aſkt what devill had her thether brought, 
And who ſhe was, and what unwonted path 
Had guided her, unwelcomed, unfought ? 
To which the damzell, full of doubtfull thought, 
Her mildly anſwer'd; ©* Beldame, be not wroth 
* With filly virgin by adventure brought 
** Unto your dwelling, ignorant and loth, [ blo'th.“ 


That crave but rowme to reſt while tempeſt over- 
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| IX. 5 
With that adowne out of her chtiſtall eyne 


Feu trickling teares ſhe ſoftly forth let fall, 


That like two orient perles did purely ſnyne 
Upon her ſnowy cheeke; and thetewithall 
She ſighed ſoft, that none fo beſtiall 

Nor ſalvage hart but ruth of her {ad plight 
Would make to melt, or pitteonſly appall; 
And that vile hug; all were her whole delight 


In miſchiefe, was much moved at ſo pittcous ſight; 


| X, 
And gan recomfort her, in her rude wyſe, 
With womaniſh compaſſion of her plaint, 
Wiping the teares from her ſuffuſed eyes, 


And bidding her ſit downe to reſt her faint 


And wearie limbs awhile: ſhe nothing quaint 


Nor s' deignfull of ſo homely faſhion, 


Sith brought ſhe was now to ſo Hard conſtraint, 
Sate downe upon the duſty ground anon, 


As glad ef that ſmall reſt as bird of tempeſt gon. 


XI. 
Tho gan ſhe — up her garments rent, 
And her looſe lockes to dight in order dew 
With golden wreath and gorgeous ornament; 
Whom ſuch whenas the wicked hag did vew, 
She was aſtoniſhr at her heavenly hew, 
And doubted her to deeme an carthly wight, 
But or ſome goddeſſe or of Dianes crew, 


And thought her to adore with humble ſpright; 
T'adore thing ſo divine as beauty were but right. 


| Boat III. 
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- XII. | 

This wicked woman had a wicked ſonne, 

The comfort of her age and weary dayes, 

A laeſy loord, for nothing good to donne, 

But ſtretched forth in ydleneſſe alwayes, 

Ne ever caſt his mind to covet prayſe, 

Or ply himfelfe to any honeſt trade, 

But all the day before the ſunny rayes 

Hie us'd to ſlug, or fleepe in ſlothfull thade; 

Such laeſineſſe both lewd and poore attonce him made, 

| XIII. | 1 

He comming home at undertime, there found 

The fayreſt creature that he ever faw, 

Sitting belide his mother on the ground, 

The ſight whereof did greatly him adaw, _ 

And his baſe thought with terrour and with aw 

So inly ſmot, that as one which hath gaz'd 

On the bright ſunne unwares, doth ſoone withdraw 

His feeble eyne, with too much brightnes daz'd, 

So ſtared he on her, and ſtood long while amaz'd. 

„„ ure.” - | 

| Softly at laſt he gan his mother aſke | 

What miſter wight that was, and whence deriv'd, 

That in fo ſtraunge diſguizement there did maſke, 

And by what accident ſhe there arriv'd ? 

But ſhe, as one nigh of her wits depriv'd, 

With novght but ghaſtly lookes him anſwered, 

Like to a ghoſt, that lately is reviv'd | 

From Stygian ſhores, where late it wandered; 

$0 both at her, and each at other, wondered. 

 Velums III. | | 8 
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1 


But the fayre virgin was ſo meeke and myld, 


That ſhe to them vouchſafed to embace 
Her goodly port, and to their ſenſes vyld 
Her gentle ſpeach applyde, that in ſhort ſpace 
She grew familiare in that deſert place: 

During which time the chorle, through her ſo kind 
And courteiſe uſe, conceiv'd affection bace, 

And caſt to love her in his brutiſh mind; 

No love, but brutiſh luſt, that was ſo — tind. 

XVI. 

Cloſely the bi flame his bowels brent, 

Ard ſhortly grew into outrageous fire; 

Yet had he not the hart nor hardiment, 

As unto her to utter his defire; 

His caytive thought durſt not ſo high aſpire; 

But with ſoft ſighes and lovely ſemblaunces 

He ween'd that his affection entire 

She ſhould aread; many reſemblaunces 

To her he made, and many kind remembraunces, 

e 

Oft from the forreſt wildings he did bring, 
Whoſe ſides empurpled were with ſmyling red, 


And oft young birds, which he had taught to ſing, He 
His maiſtreſſe praiſes ſweetly caroled; Al 
Girlonds of flowres ſometimes for her faire hd FF Hi. 
He fine would dight; ſometimes the ſquirrel wild | Th 
He brought to her in bands, as conquered . W. 
To be her thrall, his fellow ſervant vild; | | 2 

AN 


All which ſhe of him tooke with countenance mecks 
and mild, | 


g. 


ecke 
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In ſecret wize herſelfe thence to withdraw, 
For feare of miſchiefe, which ſhe did forecaſt 


Her wearie palfrey cloſely, as ſhe might, 
Now well recovered after long repaſt, 
In his proud furnitures ſhe freſhly dight, 
His late miſwandred wayes now to remeaſure right. 


And earely ere the dawning day appeared 

She forth iſſewed, and on her journey went; 

She went in perill, of each noyſe affeard, | 
And of each ſhade that did itſelfe preſent z * 

For till ſhe feared to be overhent | 


| XVIII. 
But paſt a while, when ſhe fit ſeaſon ſaw 
To leave that deſert manſion, ſhe caſt 


Might by the witch or by her ſonne compaſt: 


XIX. 


* 


Of that vile hag, or her uncivile ſonne, 


Who when too late awaking well they kent 


That their fayre gueſt was gone, they both begonne 
To make exceeding mone, as they had beene undonne. 
| XX; 58 


But that lewd' lover did the moſt lament 
For her depart that ever man did heare; 
He knockt his breſt with deſperate intent, 


And ſcratcht his face, and with his teeth did teare 


His rugged fleſh, and rent his ragged heare; 
That his ſad mother ſeeing his ſore plight, 
Was greatly woe begen, and gan to feare 
Leaſt his fraile ſenſes were emperiſht quight, 
And love to frenzy turnd, ſith love is franticke hight. 


8 j 
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pk XXI. = 

All wayes ſhee ſonght him to reſtore to plight, [teares, 

With herbs, with charmes, with counſel, and with 

But tears, nor charms, nor herbs, nor counſell, might 9 
Aſſwage the fury which his entrails teares; i 1 

So ſtrong is paſſion that no reaſon heares. | 

Tho when all other helpes the faw to faile, 

She turnd herlſelfe backe to her wicked leares, 

And by her diyelith arts thought to prevaile 2 

To bring her backe againe, or worke her finall bale. 

5 XXII. | 

Efteſoones out of her hidden cave ſhe cald 

An hideous beaſt of horrible aſpect, | 

That could the ſtouteſt corage have appald; 

Monſtrous, miſkapt, and all his backe was ſpect 

With thouſand ſpots of colours queint elect; 1 

Thereto ſo ſwifte, that it all beaſts did pas; 

Like never yet did living eie detect; 

But likeſt it to an hyena was, | 
That feeds on wemens fleth, as others ſeede on m | 
XXIII. 

It forth ſheicald, and gave it ſtreight in charge 
Through thicke and thin her to pourſew apace, 
Ne once to ſtay to reſt, or breath at large, 

h Till her hee bad attaind, and brought in place, 

| Or quite devourd her beauties ſcornefull grace. 
| The monſter, ſwifte as word that from her went, 
Went forth in hafte, and did her footing trace 
So ſure and ſwiftly through his perfect ſent | 
And paſling ſpeede; that ſhortly he her overhent. 


* — — * 
N ” * Fon D a 
ow 8 — 3 — 5 = 88 : x 1 a 
. 2 — : 4 23 8 : — — 2 4 . EY 2 Som * — 
— r 8 R *. . 2 W n 2 — — NEG > = * — 2 — 
5 — * Q =” * — I — 5 = 3 2 — 8 Wr — "= 2 2 * — — >> <ermogee 4 ſn * 
N 3 5A, * —— hed. ; — A 5 ETD IEICE = — ors Eg i ES Es .. * _ 
* a a — =: 0" r * 3 n RF 8 * : r Is 3 — ———— A 7 IO 3 
— oh tg 4 . L r rr 8 LE, 4 — . n — — ; A I. - . 2 23 — 2 4 — * 
—— — . — — — * 5 4 g 2 — "ESD 4 2 5 3 T D —— 3 i — — — "4 == 
— — —— — —̃ — ———— — F 8 2200 ETSY 2 3 8 . N as 2 Bu 
— —— —äñ4ää — — — * * — 8 — ** — SG 8 by ve : * ho = F 
— _ —— Ore 46/4 Rn Cn SOPs OE „ 3 le ey „ 
* — 2 — — — — — Poo ee et 
n Err 


a 


HEELS 


2 
VERT en 


= 


N 


3 


1 * 
a>. 

WOE LET 
2 * ee 
e 


— 
E a; 
— 


ag wc. % 
J 8 

N $2.5 

„ 


 CemoVITL THE FAERY QUEENE. 20H 

Whom when the fearefull damzell nigh eſpide, 

No need to bid her faſt away to flie; 

That ugly ſhape ſo ſore her terrifide, 

That it ſhe ſhund no leſſe then dread to die; 

And her flitt palfrey did ſo well apply | 

His nimble feet to her conceived feare, | 

That whileſt his breath did ſtrength to him ppl 

From perill free he her away did beare; 

But when his force gan faile, his pace gan wex areare. 
XXV. | 

Which whenas ſhe perceiv'd, ſhe was diſmayd 

At that ſame laſt extremity ful ſore, 

And of her ſafety greatly grew afrayd; 

And now ſhe gan approch to the ſea ſhore, 

As it befell that ſhe could flie no more, 

But yield herſelfe to ſpoile of greedineſſe; 

| Lightly ſhe leaped, as a wight forlore, 

From her dull horſe in deſperate diſtreſſe, | 

And to her feet betooke her doubtfull ſickerneſle, 
XXVI. | 

Not halfe ſo faſt the wicked Myrrha fled 

From dread of her revenging father's hond ; 

Nor halfe fo faſt to ſave her maydenhed 

Fled fearfull Daphne on th' Aegæan ſtrond, 

As Florimell fled from that monſter yond, 

To reach the ſea, ere ſhe of him were raught; 

For in the ſea to drowne herſelfe ſhe fond, 

Rather then of the tyrant to be caught; 


Thereto fear gave herwin gs,andneed hercorage taught, 
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TUE FAERY' QUEENE, Book III 
It fortuned (high God did ſo ondaine) 

As ſhee arrived an the raring ſhore, | 

In minde to leape into the mighty maine, 

A little bote lay hoving her before, 

In which there ftept a ther old and ppre, 

The whiles his nets were drying on the ſand; 

Into the fame the lept, and with the ore 
Did thruſt the ſhallop from the floting ſtrand; 
So ſafety fownd at ſea, which the fownd not at had. 

XXVIII. 

The monſter, ready on the pray to ſeaſe, 

Was of his forward hope deceived quight, 

Ne durſt aſſay to wade the perlous ſeas, 

But greedily long gaping at the fight, 
At laſt in vaine was forſt to turne his flight, 

And tell the idle tidings to his dame; 
Jet to avenge his diveliſh deſpight, 

He ſet upon her palfrey tired lame, 

And flew him cruelly ere any reſkew came: 

. XXIX. 

And after having him embowelled 

To fill his hellith gorge. it chaunſt a knight 
To paſſe that way, as forth he traveiled; 

Yt was a goodly ſwaine, and of great might, 

As ever man that bloody field did fight; 

But n vain ſheows that wont yong knights bewitch, 7 
Ard courtly ſervices, tooke no delight, | | 
But rather ioyd to bee than ſeemen ſich; 

For both to be and ſeeme to him was labor lich. 


Canto VII. THE FAERY GENE. 
XXX. 


It was to weete the good Sir Satyrane, 


That raungd abrode to ſeeke adventures _— 
As was his wont in foreſt and in plaine ; 
He was all armd in rugged ftecle untilde, 

As in the fmoky forge it was compilde, 

And in his ſcatchin bore a Satytes hedd: 


He comming preſent -where the monſter Ale | 
Upon that milke-white palſreyes careas fedd, 
Vnto his reſkew ran, and greedily him ſpedd. - 


XXXI. | 
There well perceivd he that it was the horſe 
Whereon faire Florimell was wont to ride; 


That of that feend was rent without remorſe ; 
Much feared he leaſt ought did ill betide 

_ To that faire maide, the flowre of wemens pride, 
For her he dearely loved, and in all | 

His famous conquetts highly magnifide : 


Beſides her golden girdle, which did fall 


AI 


From her in flight, be fownd that did him ſore apall. 


XXXII. 


Full of fad feare and doubtfull agony, 
Fiercely he flew upon that wicked feend, 


And with huge ſtrokes and cruell battery 
Him forſt to leave his pray, for to attend 
Himſelfe from deadly daunger to defend: 


Full many wounds in his corrupt ed fleſh 
He did engrave, and muchell blood did ſpend, 


Yet might not doe him die ; but aie more freſh 


And fierce he ſtill appeard,the more he did him threſh, 


_ 


J d See, ns $6 i VE FE? ——— r 
c (K. 3 . 2 Ps age — — — LESS: e = : * 
e Ax : g nts Os * . JJ%ͥͤĩ ] ꝗ ⁵ð u t 12 e EE BEI Ja. ——— 
: a 2 : 4 * : — — q 2 n . 
_ * ** 9 2 * ä 
5 — — — 2 (949 9 = ho — 


1 5 
en as EE 


9 


EXD: 


8 — K 28 


e 
88 — 


* 
0 2 ST > 


4 


ES — 8 
CT ns ot - np ona” 
I: 4 8 — n 4 * 


r N 
a 


Ts 
2 


WES x: 
IVEY 


— — — — —8 
* * ere — 


F 


EI. 
| der 


— — 


XXXIII. 
He wiſt not how him to deſpoile of life, 
Ne how to win the wiſhed victory, 


Sith him he ſaw ſtill ſtronger grow through Arife, 
And himſelfe weaker through infirmity: 


Greatly he grew enrag'd, and furiouſly 
Hurling his ſword away, he lightly lept 
Upon the beaſt, that with great cruelty 


| Rored and raged to be under-kept; 
Yet he perforce him held, and ſtrokes upon him hept. 


1 
As he that ſtrives to ſtop a ſuddein flood. 5 
And in ſtrong bancks his violence encloſe, 
Forceth it ſwell above his wonted mood, 
And largely overflow the fruitfull plaine, 
That all the countrey ſeemes to be a maine, 
And the rich furrowes flote, all quite fordonne; 


The wofull huſbandman doth lowd complaine 


To ſee his whole yeares labor loſt ſo ſoone, 


For which to God he made ſo many an idle boone: 


XXXV., | 
So him he held, and did through might amate: 
So long he held him, and him bett ſo long, 
That at the laſt his fiercenes gan abate, 
And meckely ſtoup unto the victor ſtrong ; 
Who, to avenge the implacable wrong 
Which he ſuppoſed donne to Florimell, 
Sought by all meanes his dolour to prolong, 
Sith dint of ſteele his carcas could not quell; 


His maker with her charmes had framed him fo well. 
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78 XXXVI. 
The golden ribband which that virgin wore 
About her ſclender waſte, he tooke in hand, 


And with it bownd the beaſt, that loud did rore 


For great deſpight of that unwontcd band, 


Yet dared not his victor to withſtand, 


Put trembled like a lambe fled from the pray; 
And all the way him followd on the ſtrand, 
As he bad long beene learned to obay, 


Let never learned he ſuch ſervice till that day. 


XXXVII. 
Thus as he led the beaſt along the way, 
He ſpide far off a mightie giaunteſſe 
Faſt fly ing on a courſer dapled gray 
From a bold knight, that with great hasdineſſe 
Her hard purſewd, and ſought for to ſuppreſſe; 


She bore before her lap a dolcfull ſquire, 


Lying athwart her horſe in great diſtreſſe, 4 

Faſt bounden hand and foote with cords of wire,, 

Whom ſhe did meane to make thethrall of her deſire. 
XXXVIII. 

Which whenas Satyrane beheld, in haſte. 

He lefte his captive beaſt at liberty, 

And croſt the neareſt way; by which he caſt 

Her to encounter ere ſhe paſſed b; 

But ſhe the way ſhund nathemore forthy, 

But forward gallopt faſt; which when Tho ipyde, 

His mighty ſpeare he couched warily, 

And at her ran; the having him deſeryde, 1 — 

Herſelfe to fight addreſt, and threw her lode aſide, 
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Like as a goſhauke, that in foote doth beare 
A trembling culver, having ſpide on hight 


An eagle, that with plumy wings doth ſheare 

The ſubtile ayre, ſtouping with all his might, 

The quarrey throwes to ground with fell Sotprght; 
And to the batteill doth herſelfe prepare, | 
So ran the geaunteſſe unto the fight; ; 

Her fyrie eyes with furious ſparkes did ſtare, 

And with blaſphemous bannes high God i in peeces 


ICE» EE [tare. 


She dt 10 hand an huge great yron mace, 


Wherewith ſhe many had of life depriv'd, 
But ere the ſtroke could ſeize his aymed place, 


His ſpeare amids her ſun-brode ſhield arriv'd ; 
Yet nathemore the ſteele aſonder riv'd, 

All were the beame in bignes like a maſt, 

Ne her out of the ſtedfaſt ſadle driv'd; 

But glauncing on the tempred metall, braſt 


In thouſand ſhivers, and ſo forth beſide her paſt. 


XI. N 
Her ſteed did ſtagger with that puiſſaunt ſtrooke; ' 
But ſhe no more was moved with that might 
Then it had lighted on an aged oke, 


Or on the marble pillour that is pight 


Upon the top of mount Olympus hight, 

For the brave youthly champions to aſſay 
With burning charet wheeles it nigh to ſmite; 
But who that ſmites it mars his ioyous play, 
And is ws * of ruinous decay. | 


(= 
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XLII. 


Let 8 ſore enrag' d, with ſterne regard 
Her dreadfull weapon ſne to him addreſt, 


Which on his helmet martelled ſo hard, 
That made him low incline his lofty creſt, 
And bowd his battred viſour to his breſt; 
Wherewith he was ſo ſtund, that he n'ote ryde, 
But reeled to and fro from eaſt to weſt; 
Which when his cruell enimy eſpyde, 
uu lightly unto him adioyned ſyde to ſyde ; 
_ XLIIL 
And on his collar laying puiſſaunt hand, 
Out of his wavering ſeat him pluckt perforſe; 
Perforſe him pluckt, unable to withſtand 
Or helpe himſelfe, and laying thwart her horſe 
In loathly wiſe, like to a carrion corſe, 
She bore him faſt away; which when the knight 
That her purſewed ſaw with great remorſe, 
He nere was touched in his noble ſpright, | 
And gan enereaſe his ſpeed as ſhe encreaſt her flight. 
XLIV. 
Whom whenas nigh approching ſhe efpyde, 
She threw away her burden angrily, 
For the liſt not the batteill to abide, 
But made herſelfe more light away to fly : 
Yet her the hardy knight purſewd ſo nye, 
That almoſt in the backe he oft her ſtrake ; 
But ſtill when him at hand ſhe did eſpy, 
She turnd, and ſemblaunce of faire fight did make, 
But when he ſtayd, to flight againe ſhe did her take. 
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By this the good Sir Satyrane gan wake 


Out of his dreame that did him long entraunce, 


And ſeeing none in place, he gan to make 
Excceding mone, and curſt that crucl} chaunce 
Which reft from him fo faire a chevifaunce : 


At length he ſpyde whereas that wofull ſquyre, 


Whom he had reſkewed from captiraunce 


Of his ſtrong foe, lay tombled in the myre, 
Unable to ariſe, or foot or hand to ſtyre. 


XLVI. 
To whom approching, well he mote perccive 
In that fowle plight a comely perſonage 
And lovely face, made fit for to deceive 
Fraile ladies hart with love's conſuming rage, 
Now in the bloſſome of his freſheſt age: 


He reard him up, and loofd his yron bands, 


And after gan inquire his parentage, 
And how he fell into the gyaunt's hands, 
And who that was which chaced her along the lands? 
XLVII. 
Then trembling yet thedogh feare the ſquire beſpake; ; 
« That geaunteſſe Argante is behight, 
« A dauphter of the Titans, which did make 
<« Warre againſt heven. and heaped hils on hight” 
To ſcale the ſkyes, and put Tove from his right : 
«© Ber ſyre Typhœus was, who (mad through merth, 
* And dronke with blood of men ſlaine by his might) 
* Throvgh inceſt her of his own mother Earth 


* Whylome begot, being but halſe twin of that berth: 


3 
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XLVIII. 


= Forat that berth. another babe ſhe bore, 
% To weet the mightie Ollyphant, that wrought 


“ Great wreake to many errant knights of yore, 


And many hath to ſoule confuſion brought. 
Theſet winnes, men ſay, (a thing far paſſing thought) 

% Whiles in their mother's wombe enclos'd they were, 
4 Ere they into the lightſom world were brought, 
In fleſhly luſt were mingled both yfere, 


And in that monſtrous wiſe did to the world appere. 


© So liv'd they ever after in like ſin 
Gainſt Nature's law and good behaveoure; 


gut greateſt ſhame was to that maiden twin, 


Mho not content fo fowly to devoure 


Her native fleſn, and ſtaine her brother's bowre, 


© Did - wallow in all other. fleſfily myre, e 


© And ſuffred beaſtes her body to- deflowre, 


So whot the burned in that luſtfull ; fyre; 


*© Yet all that might not ſlake her ſenſuall deſyre: 
L. | 

© But over all the countrie ſhe did raunge, 

To ſeeke young men to quench her flaming thruſt, 

And feed her fancy with delightfull chaunge : 

WWhomſo ſhe fitteſt findes to ſerve her Juſt, 

Through her maine ſtrength, in which ſne moſt doth 


* She with her bringes into a fecret ile, [truſt, 


Where in eternall bondage dye he muſt, 
Or he the vaſſall of her pleaſures vile, 


And in all ſhamefull ſort himſelfe with her defile. 
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LI. „ 
*© Me, ſeely wretch! ſhe ſo at vauntage cauglit, 
« After ſhe long in waite for me did lye, 
„And meant unto her prifon to have brought, 
«© Her lothſom pleafure there to ſatisfye; 
„That thouſand deathes me lever were to dye 
„Then breake the vow that to faire Columbell 
„ plighted have, and yet keepe ſtedfaſtly. 
« As for my name, it miſtreth not to tell; 
„Call me the Squyre of Dames; that me beſeemet! 
"E.UF. [well. 
*« But that bold knight, whom ye purſuing ſaw 
That geaunteſſe, is not ſuch as ſhe ſeemd, 
*© But a faire virgin that in martiall law | 
„ And deedes of armes above all dames is deemd, 
„And above many knightes is eke eſteemd 
* For her great worth; ſhe Palladine is hight : 
* She you from death, you me from dread, redeemd: 
Ne any may that monſter match in fight 
But ſhe, or ſuch as ſhe, that is fo chaſte a wight. . 
5 LI. — 
* Her well beſeemes that queſt,” quoth Satyrane : 
* But read, thou Squyre of Dames, what vow is this 
Which thou upon thyſelfe haſt lately ta'ne ?”? 
„That ſhall I you recount,” quoth he, wis, 
*£ So be ye pleaſd to pardon all amis. 
** That gentle lady whom I love and ſerve, 
After long ſuit and wearie ſervicis, 
Did aſke me how could her love deſerve, 


And how ſhe might be ſure that l would neverh werre. 


[were 


Cunto Il. ux FAERY QUEENE. 


«Tr, glad by any meanes her grace to gaine, 


LIV. 


« Badd her commaund my life to fave or ſpill; 

<« Eftſoones ſhe bad me with inceſſaunt paine 

«© To wander through the world abroad at will, 
„And every where where with my power or ſkill. 
« I might doe ſervice unto: gentle dames, 


That I the ſame ſhould faithfully fulfill, [names 
« And at the twelve monethes end ſhould bring their 


1 And pledges, as the 1] poikes.of my victorious games. 
EY: 
“So well I to faire ladies ſervice did, 


And found ſuch favour in their loving hartes, 


«© That ere the yeare his courſe had com paſſid, 

„ Three hundred pledges. for my good deſartes, 
* And thriſe three hundred thanks for my good partes, 
] with me brought, and did to her preſeat ; 
„Which whey ſhe ſaw, more bent to eke wy karte 


< Then to reward my truſty true intent, 


«© She oy for me deviſe a grievous Nn | 

| LVL - 
« To weet, that I my traveill ſhould reſume, 
And with like labour walke the world arownd, 
Ne ever to her preſence ſhould preſume, 
„Till I many other dames had fownd 
© The which, for all the ſuit 1 could propownd, 
Would me refuſe their pledges to afford, 
* But did abide for ever chaſte and ſownd.” 
« Ah! gentle Squyre, quoth he, tell, at one word, 
" How many found ſt thou ſuch to put in thy record? 
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LVII. 


Indeed, Sir Knight,” faid he, one word may tell 


<« All that I ever fownd ſo wiſely ſtayd; 
For onely three they were diſpoſd ſo well, 
And yet three yeares I now abrode have ſtrayd 


To fynd them out.. Mote I, then laughing ſayd 
ce The knight, © inquireof thee what were thoſe three, 


< The which thy proffred-curteſfie denayd? 


© Or ill they ſeemed ſure avizd to bee, 
Or brutiſhly brought up, that nev'r did falbionsſee.” 


LYEL.-: 
The firſt which then refufed me,” ſaid hee, 
«© Certes was but a common courtiſane, 


© Yet flat refuſd to have adoe with 


t Becauſe I could:not- give her many a jane. 
(Thereat full hartely laughed Satyrane) 

„ The ſecond was an holy nunne to choſe, 
Which would not let me be her chappellane, 
„ Becauſe the knew, ſhe ſayd, I would diſeloſe 


* Her eounſell, if ſhe ſhould her truſt in me repoſe; 


LIX. 


The third a damzelt was of lo degree, 


*© Whom. U in countrey cottage found by chaunce; 
Full litle, weened I that Chaſtitee | 
Had lodging in ſo-meane a maintenaunce; 


Jet was ſhe fayre, and-in her countenaunce 


© Dwelt ſimple truth in ſcemely faſhion : | 
Long thus I woo'd her with due obſervaunce, 
An hope unto my pleaſure to have won, 


«+ But. was as far at laſt as when I firſt begon a 
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. LX. 
p te Safe her, I never any woman found 
e That chaſtity did for itſelfe embrace, 
« But were for other cauſes firme and ſound, + ; 
Either for want of handſome time and place, 14 
* < Or elſe for feare of ſhame and fowle diſgrace. 14 
C Thus I am hopeleſſe ever to attaine | | 1 b 
„My ladies love in ſuch a deſperate cace, —_— 
«© But all my dayes am like to waſte in vaine, wh 
ma £6 NY to match the chaſte with th' unchaſte ladies NB 
| LI. CS [traine.“ „ 


6 Perdy,” ſayd Satyrane, thou Squyre of Dames, ' 
© Great labour fondly haſt thou hent in hand, | 9 
To get ſmall thankes, and therewith many blames, i 
© That may emongſt Alcides' labours ſtand.” 

Thence backe returning to the former land 

Where late he left the beaſt he overcame, | 

He found him not; for he had broke his band, 

And was returnd againe unto his dame, 


"= To tell what. tydings of fayn re Name became. 
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BOOK III. CANTO VIII. 


The witch creates a e lady, 

Like to Florimell, | 
Who wrong'd by carle, by Proteus fav'd; 
Is ſought by Paridell, 


| | 8 
So oft as I this hiſtory record, 
My hart doth melt with meere compaſſion, 


To thinke how cauſeleſſe of her owne accord 
This gentle damzell (whom I write upon) 


Should plonged be in ſuch afffiction 
Without all hope of comfort or reliefe, 
That ſure 1 weene the hardeſt hart of ſtone 
Would hardly finde to aggravate her griefe, 


For miſery craves rather mercy then repriefe. 


| II. 
But that accurſed hag; her hoſteſſe late, 
Had ſo enranckled her malitious hart, 


That ſhe deſyrd th' abridgement of her fate, 


Or long enlargement of her painefull ſmart. 


Now when the-beaſt, which by her wicked art 
Late foorth ſhe'ſent, ſhe backe retourning ſpyde, 


'Tyde with her golden girdle, it a part 


Of her rich ſpoyles, whom he had earſt deſtroyd 
She-weend, andyondrous gladnes to her hart applyde: 
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III. | 
And with it ronning haſt'ly to her ſonne, 
Thought with that ſight him much to have reliv? 45 


Who thereby deeming ſure the thing as donne, 


His former griefe with furie freſh reviv'd, 
Much more than earft, and woult have. Abe riy oy 


The hart out of his breſt; for ſith her-dedd 
He ſurely dempt, himſelfe he thought e 


Quite of all hope, wherewith he long had fedd 


His foolith malady, and long time had miſledd. 


IV. 
With Wenne whereof exceeding mad he grew, 
And in his rage his mother would have ech. 
Had ſhe not fled into à ſecret mew, | 
Where ſhe was wont her ſprightes to thang 
The maiſters of her art; there was ſhe faine 
To call them all in order to her ayde, 
And them conjure, upon eternall paine, 
To counſell her, ſo carefully diſmayd, 


How-ſhe — heale her ſonne, whoſe ſenſes were de- 


V. 1 [cayd. 


By their adviſe and her own wicked wit 


She there deviz'd a wondrous worke to frame, 
Whoſe like on earth was never framed yit, 
That even Nature ſelfe envide the ſame, 

And grudg'd to-ſee the counterfet ſhould ſhame 


The thing itſelfe : in hand ſhe boldly tooke _ 


Fo make another like the former dame, * 
Another Florimell, in ſhape and looke 


80 lively and fo like, that many it miſtooke;. 
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EY >" Thi ; 
The ſubſtance whereof ſhe the body made 


Was pureſt ſnow, in maſſy mould congeald, - 


Which ſhe had gathered in a ſhady glade 


Of the Riphacan hils, to her reveald 


By errant ſprights, but from all men conceald; 
The ſame ſhe tempred with fine Mercury 
And virgin wex that never yet was ſeald, 

And mingled them with perfect vermily, 

That like a lively ſanguine it ſeemd to the eye. 
8 . „ 
Inſtead of eyes, two burning lampes ſhe ſet 


In ſilver ſockets, ſhyning like the (kyes, 


And a quicke moving ſpirit did arret 

To ſtirte and roll them like ta womens eyes; 
Inſtead of yellow lockes, ſhe did devyſe 

With golden wyre to weave her curled head ; 
Yet golden wyre was not fo yellow thryſe 

As Florimell's fayre heare; and in the ſtead 
Of life, the put a ſpright to rule the carcas dead; 

| VIII. 

1 wicked ſpright, yfraught with fawning guyle, 
And fayre reſemblance above all the reſt, 


Which with the Prince of Darkenes fell ſomewhyle 


From heaven's blis and everlaſting reſt: 
Him needed not inſtruct which way ta 


Himſelfe to faſhion likeſt Florimell, 


Ne how to ſpeake, ne how to uſe his geſt, | 
For he in counterfefaunce did excell, 


And all the wyles of wemens wits knew paſſing weil. 


Bok III. 


ell. 


Canto HI. TNT FAERY QUEENEL 


IX. 
Him Ga thus ſhe deckt in garments ger. 
Which Florimell had left behind her late, 
That whoſo then her ſaw would ſurely ſay 


It was herſelfe, whom it did imitate, 


Or fayrer then herſelfe, if ought algate 


Might fayrer be; and then ſhe forth her brought: 


Unto her ſonne, that lay in feeble ſtate, 
Who ſeeing her, gan ſtreight upſtart, and thought 
She was the lady ſelfe whom he ſo long had'fought:. 
Tho faſt her elipping twixt his armes twayne;. 
Extremely ioyed in fo happy ſight, 
And ſoone forgot his former fickely payne; 
But ſhe, the more to ſeeme ſuch as ſhe hight. 
Coyly rebutted his embracement ligit; 
Yet ſtill with gent le countenaunce retain'd 
Enough to hold a foole in vaine delight: 
Him long ſhe ſo with ſhadowes entertain d, 
As her creatreſſe had in charge to her ordala | 

> > 


Till on a day, as he diſpoſed: was el 7 45 


To walke the woodes with that his idole faire, ED 
Her to diſport, and idle time to pas 

in th' open freſhnes of the gentle aire, | 
A knight that way there chaunced to -repaire 5: 


Yet knight he was not, but a boaſtfull-ſwaine,, 


That deedes of armes had ever in deſpaire, 
Proud Braggadocchio, that in vaunting vaine 
His glory did repoſe, and credit did maintain 
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XII. 
He ſceing with that chorle ſo faire a n 2 
Decked with many a coſtly ornament, 
Much merveiled thereat, as well he might, 
And thought that match a fowle diſparagement: 
His bloody ſpeare efteſoones he boldly bent 
Againſt the ſilly clowne, who, dead through feare, 
Fell ſtreight to ground in great aſtoniſnment: 


Villein,“ fayd he, this lady is my deare; 


&« Dy, if thou it gaineſay: I will away her beare.“ 
XIII. 5 

The featefull chorle durſt not gaineſay nor dooe, 
But trembling ſtood, and yielded him the pray: 


Who finding litle leaſure her to wooe, 
On Trompart's ſteed her mounted without ſtay, 


And without reſkew led her quite away. | 
Proud man himſelfe then Braggadochio deem'd, 


And next to none, after that happy day, 


Being poſſeſſed of that ſpoyle, which ſeemd 
The faireſt wight on ground, and moſt of men eſleem d. 
| „ 8 
But when he ſaw himſelfe free from pourſute, 
He gan make gentle purpoſe to his dame, 
With termes of love and lewdneſle diſlolute ; 
For he could well his glozing ſpeaches frame 
To ſuch: yaine uſes, that him beſt became; 
But ſhe thereto would lend but-light regard, 
As ſeeming fory that ſhe ever came 
Into his powre, that uſed her fo hard 


To reave her . which ſhe more then life fprfurd 
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i | XV. 


Thus as they two of kindnes treated long, 


There them by chaunce encountred on the way 
An armed knight upon a courſer ſtrong, 


_ Whoſe trampling feete upon the hollow lay 
_ Seemed to thunder, and did nigh affray 


That capon's corage ; yet he looked grim, 
And faynd to cheare his lady in diſmay, 


Who ſeemd for feare to quake in every lim, 
And her to ſave from outrage meekely prayed him. 


XVI. 


Þ Fie a that ſtraunger forward came, and nigh 
Approching, with bold words and bitter threat 


Bad that Tame boaſter, as he mote, on-high 


Fo leave to him that lady for excheat, 


Or bide him batteill without further treat. 
That challenge did too peremptory feeme, 


And fild his ſenſes with abaſhment great; 


Yet ſeeing nigh him teopardy extreme, 
He it difſembled well, and light ſeemd to eſteeme; 
XVII. 


Sayin g. Thou fooliſhKnipht, that weenſt with words 


To ſteale away that I with blowes have wonne, 


cc And brought thro” points of many perilous ſwords; 


© But if thee lift to fee thy courſer ronne, 

Or prove thyſelfe, this ſad encounter ſhonne, 
« And ſceke els without hazard of thy hedd.” 
At thoſe prowd words that other knight begonne 
To wex exceeding wroth, and bim aredd 


To turne his ſteede about, or ſute he ſhould be dedd. 
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| XVIII. 

4 Sith FO faid Braggadochio, 8 thou wilt 

* 'Thy.daies abridge through proofe of. puiſſaunce, 

«© Turne we our ſteeds, that both in equall tilt 

% May meete againe, and each take happy chaunce.“ 


This ſaid, they both a furlong's mountenaunce 


Retird their ſteeds, to ronne in even race; 

But Braggadochio with his bloody launce 

Once having turnd, no more returnd his ſace, 

But lefte his love to loſſe, and fled himſelfe apace. 

The knight him ſeeing flie, had no regard 

Him to pourſew, but to the lady rode, 

And having her from Trompart lightly reard, 

Upon his courſer ſett the lovely lode, 

And with her fled away without abode: 

Well weened he that faireſt FlorimeH _ 

Tt was with whom in company he yode, 

And ſo herſelfe did alwaies to him tell; 

So made him thinke-himſclfe in heven that was in hell. 
XX. 

But Florimell herſelfe was far away, | 

Driven to great diſtreſſe by fortune Gravege,: 

And taught the carefull mariner to play, 

Sith late miſchaunce had her compeld to chaunge 

The land for fea, at randon there to raunge : 

Yett there that cruell queene avengereſle, 

Not ſatisfyde ſo far her to eſtraunge | 

From courtly blis and wonted happineſle, 


Did heape on her new waves of weary wretchedncfle. | 


4 
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Canto VIII, xn rarny QUERNE. 
CC XXI. | 
For being fled into the fiſher's bote, 
For refuge from the monſter's cruelty, 
Long ſo the on the mighty maine did flote, | 
5 And with the tide drove forward careleſſy, ö 
For th' ayre was milde, and eleared was the ſkie, 1 
And all his windes Dan Aeolus did keepe 1 | 
From ſtirring up their ftormy enmity, = | 
As pittying to ſee her waile and weepe; | 14 
But all the while the fiſher did (ecurely ſleepe. FE 14 
þ 42 « | A | i 
At lat when! droncke with drowſineſſe he woke, = | 
And ſaw his drover drive along the ſtreame, 
| He was diſmayd, and thriſe his breſt he ſtroke, 14 
For marveill of that accident extreame; $8 
But when he ſaw that blazing beauties beame, 
Which with rare light his bote did beautifye, | 
He marveild more, and thought he yet did dreame, 
Not well awakte, or that ſome extaſye 
Ml. Aue had his ſence, or dazed was his eye. 
XXII. 
But hea her well avizing hee perceiv'd 
To be no viſion nor fantaſticke ſight, 
Great comfort of her preſence he conceiy d, 
| And felt in his old corage new delight 
To gin awake, and ſtir his froſen ſpright ; 
Tho rudely afkte her how ſhe thether came ? 
Ah!“ fayd the, “ Father, I note read aright 
8 „What hard misfortune brought me to this ſame, 
eſſe. Jet am I glad that here I now in ſafety ame, 
| Volume III. EE, 
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| XXIV. EN 
ee But thou, good Man! ſith far in ſea we bee, 
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And the great waters gin apace to ſwell, _ 


*© That now no more we can the mayn-land ſee, 

<« Have care, I pray, to guide the cock-bote well, 

<« Leaſt worſe on ſea then us on land befell.” 

Thereat th' old man did nought but fondly grin, 

And ſaide his boat the way could wiſely tell; 

But his deceiptfull eyes did never lin LITER 

To looke on her faire face, and marke her ſnowy ſkin, 
..." "OE: oy 


The light whereof in his congealed fleſh 


Infixt ſuch ſecrete ſting of greedy luſt, 
That the drie withered ſtocke it gan refreſh, 
And kindled heat that ſoone in flame forth bruſt; 


The drieſt wood is ſooneſt burnt to duſt. 


Rudely to her he lept, and his rough hond, 


Where ill became him, raſhly would have thruſt, 
But ſhe, with angry ſcorne, him did withſtond, 
And ſhame fully reproved for his rudenes fond. 
| XXVI. 

But he, that never good nor maners knew, 


Her ſharpe rebuke full litle did eſteeme; 


Hard is to teach an old horſe amble trew : 
The inward ſmoke, that did before but ſteeme, 
Broke into open fire and rage extreme; 
And now he ſtrength gan adde unto his will, 
 Forcyng to doe that did him fowle miſſeeme : 
Beaſtly he threwe her downe, ne car'd to {pill 


Her garments gay with ſcales of fiſh, that all did fill. 
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Canto VIII. THE FAERY Crux. 


XXVII. 
The aur virgin ſtrove him to withſtand 


All that ſhe might, and him in vaine revild ; 
| Shee ſtrugled ſtrongly both with foote and hand 


To fave her honor from that villaine vilde, 


And cride to Heven, from humane help exild. 
O ye, brave Knights! that boaſt this ladies love, 


Where be ye now, when ſhe is nigh defild 


Of filthy wretch ? well may ſhe you reprove 
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Of falſehood or of ſlouth, when moſt it may behove. | ll 


| XXVIII. 
But if that thou, Sir Satyran, didſt weete, 


Or thou, Sir Peridure, her ſory ſtate, 


How ſoone would yee aſſemble many a fleete, 
To fetch from ſea that ye at land loſt late? 


Towres, citties, kingdomes, ye would ruinate 


In your avengement and diſpiteous rage, 

Ne ought your burning fury mote abate; 

But if Sir Calidore could it preſage, 

No living creature could his cruelty. aſſwage. 
r 

But ſith that none of all her knights is nye, 

See how the Heavens, of voluntary grace, 


| And ſoveraine favor towards chaſtity, _ 


Doe ſuccor ſend to her diſtreſſed cace! 

So much high God doth innocence embrace. 
It fortuned whileſt thus ſhe ſtifly ſtrove, . 
And the wide ſea importuned long 3 


With ſhrilling ſhriekes, Proteus abrode did rove, 
Along the ker waves s driving his finny drove. 
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XXX. 
Proteus is bed of the ſeas a yore, 

And hath the charge of Neptune's mighty heard, 
An aged ſire, with head all frowy hore, 
And ſprinekled froſt upon his deawy beard ;_ 

Who when thoſe pittifull outcries he heard 
Through all the ſeas fo ruefully reſownd, 

His charett ſwifte in haſt he thether gerd, 5 
Which with a teeme of ſcaly phocas bownd, 


Was drawne upon the waves, that fomed bim m— . 


XXXI. 
And 888 that fiſher's wandring bote, 
That went at will withouten card or ſayle, 
He therein ſaw that yrkeſome ſight, which {mote_ 
Deepe indignation and compaſſion frayle 
Into his hart attonce: ftreight did he hayle 
The greedy villein from his hoped pray, 
Of which he now did very litle fayle, 
And with his ſtaffe, that drives his heard aſtray, 


Him bett fo ſore, that life and ſence did much diſmay. | 


XXXII. 
The whiles the pitteous lady up did ryſe, 
Ruffled and fowly raid with filthy foyle, 
And blubbred face with teares of her faire eyes; 
Her heart nigh broken was with weary toyle, 
To fave herſelfe from that outrageous ſpoyle; 
But when ſhe looked up, to weet what wight 
Had her from ſo infamous fact aſloyld, . 
For ſhame, but more for feare of his grim ſight, 
Downe in her lap ſhe hid her face, and lowdly ſhright. 
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Herſelfe not ſaved yet from daunger dredd 


She thought, but chaung'd from one to other feare; 


Like as a fearefull partridge, that is fledd 


From the ſharpe hauke which her attached neare, 
And falls to ground to ſeeke for ſuccor theare, 


Whereas the hungry ſpaniells ſhe does ſpye 


With greedy iawes her ready for to teare; | 

In ſuch diſtreſſe and fad perplexity 

Was Florimell, when Proteus ſhe did ſee thereby. 
XXXIV. 

But he eie with ſpeach es milde 

Her to recomfort, and accourage bold, 


Bidding her feare no more her foeman vilde, | 


Nor doubt himſelfe; and who he was her told: 

Yet all that could not from affright her hold, 

Ne to recomfort her at all prevayld ; 

For her faint hart was with the froſen eold 

Benumbd ſo inly, that her wits nigh fayld, 

And all her ſences with abaſhment quite were quayld. 

XXXV. | 

Her up „ detwhn his rugged hands he reard, 

And with his frory lips full ſoftly kiit, 

Whiles the cold yſickles from his e b beard 

Dropped adowne upon her yvory breſt; 

Yet he himſelfe ſo buſily addreſt, 

That her out of aſtoniſhment he wrought, 

And out of that fame fiſher's filthy neſt _ 

Removing her, into his charet brought, 

And there with many gentle termes her faire beſought, 
U ij 
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1 But that old leachour, which with bold aſſault 
it; * That beautie durſt preſume to violate, | 
wo He caſt to puniſh for his hainous fault; 
T7 Then tooke he him, yet trembling ſith of late, 
9 1 And tyde behind his charet, to aggrate 5 
3 11 The virgin, whom he had abuſde ſo ſore; ; 
1 An; : 
Wt So drag'd him through the waves in ſcornfull ſlate, _ 3 
= And after caſt him up upon the ſhore, | * 
3 But Florimell with him unto his bowre he bore, - F 1 
9 His bowre is in the bottom of "oy maine 4 
Under a mightie rocke, gainſt which doe rave F 
The roring billowes in their proud diſdaine, .T 
That with the angry working of the wave A 
Therein is eaten out an hollow cave, | 3 
That ſeemes rough maſons hand, with engines hams | B 
Had long while laboured it to engrave : V 
IT bere was his wonne, ne living wight was ſeene, „ ” 
Save one old nymph, hight Panope, to keepe it cleane. 80 
XXVXVIII. 
Thether he brought the ſory Florimell, To 
And entertained her the beſt he might; 5 
And Panope her entertaind eke well, = Th 
As an immortall mote a mortall wight, Rag 
To winne her liking unto his delight: Her 
With flattering wordes he ſweetly wooed "XY | But 
And offered faire guiftes t'allure her ſight; He 
But ſhe both offers and the offerern&w | | Dov 


Deſpyſde, and all the fawnivg of the fatterer. 5 Anc 


_ 


Canto VIII. THE FAERY QUERNE. 
| XXXIX. 


Dayly he tempted her with this or that, 
And never ſuffred her to be at reſt; 
But evermore ſhe him refuſed flat, 


And all his fained kindnes did deteſt, _ 


So firmely ſhe had ſealed up her breſt. 
Sometimes he boaſted that a god he hight, 


But ſhe a mortall creature loved beſt ; 


Then he would make himſelfe a mortall wight; 
ut then ſhe ſaid ſhe lov'd none but a Faery knight. 


. | 


Then like a Faerie knight himſelfe he dreſt, 


For every ſhape on him he could endew ; 


Then like a king he was to her expreſt, 
And offred kingdoms unto her in vew, 
To be his Jeman and his lady trew : 


But when all this he nothing ſaw prevaile, 


With harder meanes he caſt her to ſubdew, 


And with ſharpe threates her often did aſſayle; 
So thinking for to make her ſtubborne corage quay le. 

+ XII. = 
To dreadfull ſhapes he did himſelfe transforme; 
Now like a gyaunt, now like to a feend, 


Then like a Centaure, then like to a ſtorme 


Raging within the waves: thereby he weend 
Her will to win unto his wiſhed eend; 


But when with feare nor favour, nor with all 


He els could doe, he ſaw himſelfe eſteemd, 
Downe in a dongeon deepe he let her fall, 


And threatned there to make her his eternall thrall. 
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Tux FAERY QUEENE. 


XLII. 


Eternall thraldome was to her more lieſe 
Then loſſe of chaſtitie or ehaunge of love; 
Dye had ſhe rather in tormenting griefe, 
Then any ſhould of falſeneſſe her reprove, 
Or looſenes, that ſhe lightly did remove. 
Moſt vertuous Virgin! glory be thy meed, 


"Book III 


And crowne of heavenly prayſe with ſaintes PORN 


Where moſt ſweet hymmes of this thy famous deed 
Are ſtill emongſt them ſong, that far my rymes excced; | 


XLIII. 


Fit ſong of angels caroled to bee; 


But yet what ſo my feeble Muſe can frame, 
Shal be t'advance thy goodly chaſtitee, 


And to enroll thy memorable name 


In th' heart of every honourable dame, 
That they thy vertuous deedes may imitate, 
And be partakers of thy endleſſe fame: 


Yt yrkes me leave thee in this wofull ſtate, 
To tell of Satyrane, where I him left of late: 


XLIV. 


Who having ended witk that Squyre of Dames 


A long diſcourſe of his adventures vayne, 


The which himſelfe then ladies more defames, 


And finding not th' hyena to be ſlayne, 


With that ſame ſquyre retourned backe agay ne | 
To his firſt way; and as they forward went, 
They ſpyde a knight fayre pricking on the play ne, 


As if he were on ſome adventure bent, 


And in his port appeared manly hardiment. 


> Of mim. a 
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an 


Sir Satyaicbe him towardes did addreſſe, 


To weet what wight he was, and what his Wray 
And comming-nigh, eftſoones he gan to geſſe, 
Both by the burning hart which on his breſt 


He bare, and by the colours in his creſt, 


That Paridell it was; tho to him yode, 


And him ſaluting, as beſeemed beſt, 


Gan firſt inquire of tydinges farre abrede, 


— afterwardes. on what adventure now be rode? a 


XLVI. 


Who thereto anſwering ſaid, The tydinges bad, 
„Which now in Faery Court all men doe tell, 


Which turned hath great mirth to mourning ſad, 


| « Is the late ruine of proud Marinell, f 
And ſuddein parture of faire Florimell 


« To find him forth; and after her are gone 
& All the brave knightes that doen. in armes excel, 
“To ſavegard her ywandred all alon 
9 Emongſt tbe reſt my lott (un worthy') ĩs to be one.“ 
XLVII. | | 


Ah! gentle Knight,” ſaid then Sir Satyrane, | 


Thy labour all is loſt, 1 greatly dread, 
« That haſt a thankleſſe ſervice on thee ta*'ne, 


© And offreſt ſacrifice unto the dead; 


© For dead, I ſurely doubt, thon maiſt aread - 

© Hencefoxth for ever Florimell to bee; 

«© That all the noble knights of Maydenhead, 
Which her ador'd, may ſore repent with mee, 
And all faire ladies may for ever ſary bee. 
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A 
Which wordes when Paridell had heard, his hew 
Gan greatly chaung, and ſeemd diſmaid to bee; 
Then ſayd, © Fayre Sir! how may I weene it trew 


„That ye doe tell in ſuch uncerteintee ? 


6 Or ſpeake ye of report, or did ye ſee 

e [uſt cauſe of dread, that makes ye doubt ſo ſore ? 
& For, perdie, elles how mote it ever ben 
“ That ever hand ſhould dare for to engore 


45 * Her noble blood? the Hevens ſuch crueltie abhore. 


XLIX. 


6 : Theſe eyes did ſee that they will ever rew 
« T*have ſeene, quoth he, © whenas a cab ers 


© The palfrey whereon ſhe did travell ſtew, [ beaſt 


* And of his bowels made his bloody feaſt ; 


Which ſpeaking token ſheweth at the leaſt 
Her certein loſſe, if not her ſure _ 
* Befides, that more fuſpicion encreaſt, 


« [ found her golden girdle caſt aſtray, 


© Diſtaynd with durt and blood, as relique of the 


EL.! 9 [pray.” 
« Ah me!” faid Paridell, ce the fgnes be ſadd, 


© And but God turne the ſame to good ſoothſay, 
That ladies ſafetie is ſore to be dradd : 


% Yet will I not forſake my forward way, 

Till triall doe more certeine truth bewray.“ 

« Faire Sir!“ quoth he, * well may it you ſucceed, 
Ne long ſhall Satyranc behind you ſtay, _ 
gut to the reſt, which in this queſt proceed, 


* My labour adde, and be partaker of their ſpeed,” 


Boot III. 
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« Ye noble Knights!“ ſaid then the Squyre of Dames, 
«« Well may yee ſpeede in ſo praiſe-worthy payne; 


gut ſith the ſunne now ginnes to lake his beames 


© In deawy vapours of the weſterne mayne, 
© And loſe the te me out of his weary wayne, 


Mote not miſlike you alſo to abate 


© Your zealous haſt till morrow next againe 


4 Both light of heven and ſtrength of men relate; 
Which if ye pleaſe, to yonder caſtle turne your gate.“ 


Ih 
That counſel pleaſed well : fs all yfere 
Forth marched to a caſtle them before, | 
Where ſoone arriving, they reſtrained were 
Of ready entraunce, which ought evermore 
To errant knights be commune: wondrous fore 


Thereat diſpleaſd they were, till that young ſquyre | 


Gan them informe the cauſe why that ſame dore 
Was ſhut to all which lodging did deſyre; | 
The which to let you weet will further time requyre. 


—au—z:%ͤ¶c EE ET Co nn 3 ——0'd — — 
— —— —„vt — 
= fy es 4 — 4 — — » 
. 


\ — — 2 ˙ — Ü 
we 


— 


_ 
* 
— 


— 


—— — — ae a PSS ut 
D ... . 


IS ASSAY — . 2 OR I ˙ — 


— * a > — — — 4 _w 
_ — — — —„—-—— . — NT ů —ͤ— 
PLL. i. oe. 7 r 5 E 


MEETS 7 

A 2 2 * 
3 4 2 
2 0 $3.24 — Ws 


7 _ - . SB I ILSS E 
— * D > - s * ting 2 "+; © 7 a+ Far : 
- — —— n — ot IRE i Ex A 4 7 b * 1 
3 5 = E- —————— * 4 * n 5 
2 . a — . as - —— 2 . r . — — 
- 2 wat 5 p — , * Az CES = 2 - 
ads ae” —_” - - — 3 r r 5 SPE = 
+ = "23S 2 6 8 5 n c ZEBRA EC.» 2 
— x 2 * 5 9 pear r 3 : 


— — 


CTC ISS I EL BY 
r 


9 2 oF ** 
n 5 = Lc 
IE Et z 


> 
mY 

=. oo = of SF 
* 


— = — 

Py * -_ bu 
SARS S wo x 
e 2 
* — 
2 — das : 

. 


3 
2 


T 5 


e 
d m e + > onthe oct ety, 


= bn. 
= 8 * 
> F< > 1 
* 2 7 N 


— * — > 
= * 
r 


— 1 1 * 3 2 * 7 — — * * 
5 1 = + 53 I”. £5.53 7 2 — - Ys 2 
3 9 — 3 * v K * : 1 7-36 324 r 2 1 3 > a+ - 3 5 > a 2 1 x2 T5 * 
4 — N 4 * — : * ry 3 ms > -- wane xx 2 pos — — A 19 4 — 2 - ; 
— —ũ—ͥ—ÿ—ä — — —ę— . ͤ AwZmũ — — rar — * * I FE. RE nd Te "x. r 3 4 —— — 2 * Oz _ F R — . — C 2 35 7 1 4 
- —— . ot arte, + ES 0 — . 3 * ES WIG — „ ö — Les a4. 5 La: . 5 ＋ 
8 — — = GE. FAD — Wt. b, — , \ 1 WP 7 ö * K 


THE FAER r NE 
| BOOK III. CANTO IX. 


Malbececo will no ſtraunge knights hoſt, 
For peeviſh gealoſy ; 
Paridell giuſts with Britomart ; 

Both ſhew their aunceſtry, | 


1. 


| Reavounrrzo knights and honorable dames, 


To whom'l levell all my labours end, 


| Right ſore I feare leaſt with unworthy blames 
This odious argument my rymes ſhould ſhend, 
Or ought your goodly patience offend; 


Whiles'of a wanton lady 1 doe write, 


Which with her looſe incontinence doth blend 


The ſhyning glory of your ſoveraine light, 


And knighthood fowle defaced by a faithleſſe e 


„5 
But never let th' enſample of the bad 


Offend the good; for good by paragone 


Of evill may more notably be rad, 

As white ſeemes fayrer macht with blacke attone; 
Ne all are ſnamed by the fault of one: | 
For lo! in heven, whereas all goodnes is, 
Emongſt the angels a whole legione 

Of wicked ſprightes did fall from happy blis: 


What wonder then if one of women all did mis ? 


ht, 
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1 
Then liſten, Lordings! if ye liſt to weet 
The cauſe why Satyrane and Paridell 
Mote not be entertaynd, as ſeemed meet, 
Into that caſtle, as that ſquyre does tell. 
Therein a cancred crabbed carle does dwell, 


That has no ſkill of court nor courteſie, 


Ne cares what men ſay of him, ill or well; 

For all his dayes he drownes in privitie, 
Yet has full large to live, and ſpend at libertie. 
| IV. 

But all his mind is ſet on mucky pelfe, 


To hoord up heapes of evill-gotten maſſe, 
For which he others wrongs, and wreckes himſelfe; 


Vet is he lincked to a lovely laſſe, 

Whoſe beauty doth his bounty far ſurpaſſe; 

The which to him both far unequall yeares, 

And alſo far unlike conditions, has ; 

For ſhe does ioy to play emongſt her peares, 

And to be free from hard reſtraynt and gealous feares : 
V. | | 


But he is old and withered like hay; 


Unfit faire ladies ſervice to ſupply, 
The privie guilt whereof makes him alway 
Suſpect her truth, and keepe continuall ſpy 
Upon her with his other blincked eye 
Ne ſuffreth he reſort of living wight 
Approch to her, ne keepe her company, 
But in cloſe bowre her mewes from all mens ſight, 
Depriv'd of kindly i ioy and natural delight. 
V elume III. | X 
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C | 

Malbecco he, and Hellenore ſhe, hight, 

Unfitly vokt together in one teeme; 

That is the cauſe why never any knight 


Is ſuffred here to enter, but he ſeeme 


guch as no doubt of him he need miſdeeme. 
"Thereat Sir Satyrane gan ſmyle, and ſay, 
Extremely mad the man I ſurely deeme, 

That weenes with watch and hard reſtraynt to ſlay 
« A woman's will which is diſpoſd to go aſtray. 
de In vaine he feares that which he cannot ſhonne; 
% For who wotes not that womans ſubtiltyes 

Can guylen Argus, when ſhe liſt miſdonne? 

© It is not yron bandes, nor hundred eyes, 

Nor braſen walls, nor many wakefull ſpyes, 

„ That can withhold her wilfull-wandring feet; 


But faſt goodwill, with gentle courteſyes, 


And timely ſervice to her pleaſures meet, 
May her perhaps containe, that elſe would algates 


VIII. [flect.” | 


« Then is he not more mad,” ſayd P aridell, 
That hath himſelfe unto ſuch ſervice ſold, 

6 In dolefull thraldome all his dayes to dwell ? 

% For ſure a foole | doe him firmely hold, 

© That loves his fetters though they were of gold. 
© But why doe wee deviſe of others ill, | 

6 Whyles thus we ſuffer this ſame dotard old 

© To keepe us out in ſcorne of his owne will, 


And rather do not ranſack all, and himſelſe Kill!“ 


4 


3 


-: Cunto IX. THE FAERY QUEENE, 443 
5 IX. 
< Nay let us firſt,” ſayd Satyrane, * entreat 
„The man by gentle meanes to let us in, 
« And afterwardes affray with cruell threat, 
0 Fre that we to efforce it doe begin; 
Then if all fayle, we will by force it win, 
And eke reward the wretch for his meſpriſe, 
As may be worthy of his hay nous ſin.” 
That counſell pleaſd; then Paridell did riſe, 
And to the caſtle-gate approcht in quiet wiſe : 
3 Whercat ſoft knocking, entrance he deſyrd. 
The good man ſelfe (which then the porter phys): 
Him anſwered, that all were now retyrd 
Unto their reſt, and all the keyes convayd 
Unto their maiſter, who in bed was layd, 
That none him durſt awake out of his dreme, 
And therefore them of patience gently prayd. 
| Then Paridell began to chaunge his theme, 
tes And threat ned himwithforce e extreme. | 
| ns | XI. 
But all in vaine; for nought mote him relent: 
And now ſo long before the wicket faſt | 
They wayted, that the night was forward pun 
| And the faire welkin, fowly overcaſt, _ | | 
I. Gan blowen up a bitter ſtormy blaſt | 
| With ſhowre and hayle fo horrible and dred, 
That this faire many were compeld at laſt 
| To fly for ſuccour to a little ſhed, | 
Ul.“ The which beſide the gate for ſwyne was ordered. 
22 XY 
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| | .-- "Nt 
It fortuned, ſoone after they were gone, 
Another knight, whom tempeſt thether W 
Came to that caſtle, and with earneſt mone, 
Like as the reſt, late entrance deare beſought; 
But like ſo as the reſt he prayd for ae, 
For flatly. he of entrance was reſuſd: 
Sorely thereat he was diſpleaſd, and . | 
How to avenge himſelfe, ſo fore abuſd, 
And evermore the carle of courteſie accuſd. 
2 "Na, 

But to avoyde th' intollerable ſtowre, 
He was campeld to ſeeke ſome refuge neare, 
And to that ſhed, to ſhrowd him from the ſhowre, 
He came, which full of gueſts he found nnn. 
So as he was not let to enter there: 
Whereat he gan to wex exceeding roth, 
And ſwore that he would lodge with them yfere, 
Or them diſlodg, all were they liefe or loth; 
And ſo defyde them each, and ſo defyde them both. 

XIV. | 
Both were full loth to leave that needfull tent, | 
And both full loth in darkeneſſe to debate; 
| Yet both full liefe him lodging to have lent, 

And both full liefe his boaſting to abate : 

But chiefely Paridell his hart did grate, 
To heare him threaten ſo deſpightfully, 
As if he did a dogge in kenell rate, 
That durſt not barke; and rather had he dy, 
Then when he was defyde in coward corner ly. 
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| = | 
Tho haſtily remounting to his ſteed, | 
He forth iſſew'd; like as a boyſtrous winde 
Which in th' earthes hollow caves hath long ben hid, 
And ſhut up faſt within her priſons blind, 
Makes the huge element againſt her kinde 
To move, and tremble as it were aghaſt, 
Untill that it an iſſew forth may finde 
Ihen forth it breakes, and with his furious blaſt 
Confounds both land and ſcas, and ikyes doth overcaſt. 
tag XVI. . 
Their ſteel-hed ſpeares they ſtrongly coucht, and met 
Together with impetnous rage and forſe, _ 
That with the terrour of their fierce affret 
They rudely drove to ground both man and horſe, 
That each awhile lay like a ſenceleſſe corſe ; 
But Paridell, fore bruſed with the blow, 
Could not ariſe the counterchaunge to ſcorſe, 
Till that young ſquyre him reared from below; 
Then drew he his bright ſword, and gan about him 
. | l. {throw. 
But Satyrane forth ſtepping did them ſtay,  _ 
And with faire treaty pacifide their yre : 
Then when they were accorded from the fray, 
Againſt that caſtle's lord they gan conſpire | 
To heape on him dew vengeaunce for his hire. 
They beene agreed, and to the gates they yoe 
To burne the ſame with unquenchable fire, 
And that uncurteous carle, their commune foe, 
To doe fowle death to die, or wrap in grievous woe. 
£75 X it} 
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| XVIII. 
Malbecco, ſeeing them reſolvd in deed | 
To flame the gates, and hearing them to call 
For fire in earneſt, ran with fearfull ſpeed, 
And to them calling from the caſtle wall, 
Beſought them humbly him to beare withall, 
ignorant of ſervants bad abuſe, N 
And ſlacke attendaunce unto ſtraungers call. 
The knights were willing all things to excuſe, 
Though nought belev'd, and entraunce late did not 
„ [refuſe. 
They beene ybrought into a comely bowre, 
And ſervd of all things that mote needfull bee, 
| Yet ſecretly their hoſte did on them lowre, 
And welcomde more for feare then charitee; 
But they diſſembled what they did not ſee, 
And welcomed themſelves: each gan undight | 
Their garments wett, and weary armour free, ] 
To dry themſelves by Vulcanes flaming light, | "i 
And eke their lately bruzed parts to bring in plight. | J 
XX. 
And eke that ſtraunger knight eg the oſt: 
Was for like need enforſt to diſaray; 
Tho whenas vailed was her lofty creſt, 
Her golden locks, that were in tramells gay 
Upbounden, did themſelves adowne diſplay, 
And raught unto her heeles; like ſunny beames 
That in a cloud their light did long time ſtay, 
Their vapour vaded, ſhewe their golden gleames, 
And through the perſant aire ſhoote forth their azure 
ſtreames. 
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XXI. 


Shee alſo dofte her heavy haberieon, 3 
Which the faire feature of her limbs did hyde, 
And her well-plighted frock, which ſhe did won 
To tucke about her ſhort when ſhe did ryde, 


Shee low let fall, that flowd from her lanck ſyde 


 Downe to her foot with careleſſe modeſtee : 


Then of them all ſhe plainly was eſpyde 


To be a woman wight, (unwiſt to bee) 


The faireſt woman-wight that ever eie did ſee. 
Pe oe go, XXII. DG 
Like as Minerva, being late returnd _ 


From ſlaughter of the giaunts conquered, 

(Where proud Encelade, whoſe wide noſethrils burnd 
With breathed flames like to a furnace redd, 
Transfixed with her ſpeare, downe tombled dedd 
From top of Hemus, by him heaped hye) 

Hath looſd her helmet from her lofty hedd, 

And her Gorgonian ſhield gins to untye 


From her lefte arme, to reſt in glorious victorye. 
| | XXIII. | 


5 Which whenas they beheld, they ſmitten were 
With great amazement of ſo wondrous ſiglit, 


And each on other, and they all on her 


Stood gazing, as if ſuddein great affright _ 


Had them ſurprizd ; at laſt avizing right 
Her goodly perſonage and glorious hew, _ 
Which they ſo much miſtooke, they tooke delight 


In their firſt error, and yett ſtill anew 
With wonder of her beauty fed their hongry vew: 
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XXIV. 5 
Vet note their hongry vew be ſatisfide, 
But ſeeing, ſtill the more deſir'd to ſee, 
And ever firmely fixed did abide 
In contemplation of divinitee: 
But moſt they mervaild at her chevalree 
And noble proweſſe which they had approv'd, 
That much they faynd to know who the mote be; 
Yet. none of all them her thereof amov'd, 


Yet every one her likte, and every one her lov'd. F 

| XXV. ö 

Aud Paridell, though partly diſcontent / 

With his late fall and fowle indignity, V 

Yet was ſoone wonne his malice to relent, H 

Through gratious regard of her faire eye, Fe 

And knightly worth, which he too late did try, N. 

vet tried did adore. Supper was dight; Bu 

Then they Malbecco prayd of courteſy, Ar 

l 'That of his lady they might have the ſight She 
And my at meat, to doe them more delight. Em 

XXVI. | 

_ - But he, to ſhifte their curious requeſt, He | 
1 2 Gan cauſen why the could not come in place But 
1155 Her craſed helth, her late recourſe to reſt, The 
And humid evening, ill for ſicke folkes cace; Paſt 
But none of thoſe excuſes could take place; | Into | 
Ne would they eate till ſhe in preſence came: 3 But n 
Shee came in preſence with right comely grace, Ne pa 
| The p 


And fairely them ſaluted, as became, / 
AnSſhewd herſelfe in all a gentle courteous dame. 


" 


mes 
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„ eo 7. 
They fate to meat, and Satyrane his chaunce 
Was her before, and Paridell beſide; . 


But he himſelfe fate looking ſtill aſkaunce 


Gainſt Britomart, and ever cloſely eide 
Sir Satyrane, that glaunces might not glide; 


But his blinde eie, that ſided Paridell, 
All his demeaſnure from his fight did hide: 
On her faire face fo did he feede his fill, 


And ſent cloſe meſſages of love to her at will. 
| XXVIII. 

And ever and anone, when none was ware, 

With ſpeaking lookes, that cloſe embaſſage bore, . 

He rov'd at her, and told his ſecret care, 

For all that art he learned had of yore: 

Ne was ſhe ignoraunt of that leud lore, 

But in his eye his meaning wiſely redd, 

And with the like him aunſwerd evermore: 

Shee ſent at him one fyrie dart, whoſe hedd | 

Ene was with privy luſt and gealous dredd. | 

XXIX. | 

He from that deadly throw made no defence, 

But to the wound his weake heart opened wyde; 

The wicked engine; through falſe influence, 

Paſt through his cies, and ſecretly did glyde 

Into his heart, which it did ſorely gryde. 

But nothing new to him was that ſame paine, 

Ne paine at all; for he fo ofte had tryde 

The powre thereof, and lov'd ſo oft in vaine, 

That thing of courſe he counted love to entertaine. 


_ 
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XXX. 

Thenceforth t to her he ſought to intimate 

His inward griefe, by meanes to him well knowne. 

Now Bacchus” fruit out of the ſilver plate | 

He on the table daſht, as overthrowne, 

Or of the fruitfull liquor overflowne, 

And by the dauncing bubbles did divine, 

Or therein write, to lett his love be ſhowne, 

Which well ſhe redd out of the learned line; 

(A ſacrament prophane in miſtery of wine.) 
r 

And whenſo of his hand the pledge ſhe ny 

The. guilty cup ſhe fained to miſtake, 

And ia her lap did ſhed her idle draught, 

Shewing deſire her inward flame to flake: 

By ſuch cloſe ſignes they ſecret way did make 

Unto their wils, and one eies watch eſcape : 

Two eies him needeth, for to watch and wake, 

Who lovers will deceive. Thus was the ape 

By their faire handling put into e cape. 
77 8 

Now when of meats and drinks they had their fl, 

Purpoſe was moved by that gentle dame, 

Unto thoſe knights adventurous, to tell 

Of deeds of armes which unto them became, 

And every one his Kindred and his name. 

Then Paridell, in whom a kindly pride | 

Of gratious ſpeach and ſkill his words to frame 

Abounded, being glad of ſo fitte tide 

Him to commend to her, thus pak, of al well eide: 


ame 


well eide: 


XXXIII. 
" Troy, that art now nought but an idle name, 
« And in thine aſhes buried low doll lie, 


«© Though whilome far much greater then thy _ | 


* Before that angry gods and cruell ſkie 

e Upon thee heapt a direful deſtinie, 

«© What boots it boaſt thy glorious deſcent, 
« And fetch from heven thy great genealogie, 
« Sith all thy worthie prayſes being blent, 


Their ofspring hath embaſte, and later glory ſhent'? ? 


XXXIV. 
Fo Moſt famous worthy of the world, by whome 


* That warre was kindled which did Troy N 
„„ And ſtately towres of lion whilome 
„ Brought unto balefvll ruine, was by name 
Sir Paris, far renowmd through noble fame; 


«© Who through great proweſle and bold hardineſſe 
© From Lacedaemon fetcht the fayreſt dame 


That ever Greece did boaſt or knight poſſeſſe, 


** Whom Venus to him gave for mced of worthineſſe; 
XXXV. 


Fayre Helene! flowre of beautie excellent, 


„And girlond of the mighty conquerours, 
© That madeſt many ladies deare lament 
The heavie loſſe of their brave paramours, 


«© Which they far off beheld from Trojan tourcs, 
© And ſaw the fieldes of faire Scamander ſtrowne - 


© With carcaſes of noble warrioures, 
„ Whoſe fruitleſſe lives were under furrow ſowne, 


And Xanthus' ſandy bankes with blood all over- 
„„ een | 
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XXXVI. 
25 From him my linage I derive aright, 
« Who long before the ten yeares ſiege of Troy, 
« Whiles yet on Ida he a ſhepeheard hight, 
On faire Ocnone got a lovely boy, 
© Whom for remembrance of her paſſed ioy 
& She of his father Parius did name, | 
4 Who, after Greekes did Priam's realme deſtroy, 
« Gathred the Trojan reliques ſav'd from flame, 
«© And with them ſayling thence to th' Iſle of Paros 
XXXVII. [came. 
That was by him cald Paros, which before 
« Hight Nauſa; there he many yeares did raine, 
“And built Nauſicle by the Pontick ſhore, | 
e The which he dying lefte next in remaine 
C To Paridas his ſonne; 
«© From whom I Paridell by kin deſcend; | 
<« But for faire ladies love, and glories gaine, 
«© My native ſoile have lefte, my dayes to ſpend 
© In — deeds of armes, my lives and labors end.“ 
XXXVIII. 
Whenas the noble Britomart heard tell 
Of Trojan warres, and Priam's eitie ſackt, 
(The ruefull ſtory of Sir Paridell) 
She was empaſſiond at that pitcous act, 
With zelons envy of Greekes cruell fact, 
Againſt that nation from whoſe race of old 
She heard that ſhe was lincally extract: 
For noble Britons ſprong from Trojans bold, 


And Troynovant was built of old Troyes aſhes cold. 


5 
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NN. . 
Then ghing ſoft awhile, at laſt ſhe thus; 

<c lamentable fall of famous towne, 

© Which raignd ſo many yeares victorious, 

« And of all Aſie bore the ſoveraine crowne, 

& In one ſad night conſumd and throwen downe ! 


1 What ſtony hart, that heares thy hapleſſe fate, 


Is not empierſt with deepe compaſſiowne, _ 
« And makes enſample of man's wretched ſtate, 


© That floures ſo freſh at morne, and fades at evening 


XL. late? 
© Behold, Sir, * your pitifull complaint 


© Hath found another partner of your payne, 


„For nothing may impreſſe fo deare conſtraint 


© As countries cauſe and commune foes diſdayne; 


© But if it ſhould not grieve you backe agayne 
* To turne your courſe, I would to heare deſyre 
«© What to Eneas fell, ſith that men ſayne 
“He was not in the cities wofull fyre 

“ Conſum'd, but did himſelfe to ſafety retyre." 


85 Anchyſes' ſonne begott of Venus fayre, 


Said he, out of the flames for ſafegard fled, 

« And with a remnant did to ſea repayre, 
Where he through fatall errour long was led 
Full many yeares, and weetleſſe wandered 
From ſhore to ſhore emongſt the Lybick ſandes 
*« Ere reſt he found: much there he ſuffered, 

* And many perilles paſt in forreine landes, 


©* Tofavehis peopleſadfrom victours vengefullhandes: 


Ts III. | ER ; | 
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. XLII. | 
« At laſt in Latium he did arryve, 
«© Where he with eruell wifre was entertains | 
« Of th' inland fotke;whith ſought him backe to drive, 
„Till he with old Latinus was conſtraind 8 
t To contract wedlock; Ib the Fates ordaind 5 © 
„ Wedlocke contract in blood, and eke in blood 
© Accomplifhed; that many deare complaind; 
*The rivall ſlaine, the viétour (through the flood 
we N hardly) hardly praiſd his wedlock 
| XL. 
&« Yet after all he victour did ſurvive, 
And with Latinus did the kingdom part; 

e But after, when both nations gan to ſtrive 
© Into their names the title to convtart, 
« HisYonne Hiifus did from thence depart 
© With all the warlike youth of Troians bloud, 
« Andin long Alba plaſt his throhe apart, 
% Where faire it floriſhed and long time ſtoud, 


86 1 ann renewing it to Rome removd. | ” 
. | | 

< There, there,” ſaid Britomart, © afreſh appeard 7 

© The glory of the later world to ſpring, 7 

And Troy againe ont of her duſt was reard — T 

“To ſitt in ſeeond ſeat of foreraine King, T 

* Of all the world under her governing: Ti 


© But a third kingdom yet is to ariſe 

Out of the Troians ſcattered ofspring, 
© That in all glory and great enterpriſe 
goth firſt and * Troy ſhall dare to equalie wo 


d 


aliſe 
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XI. 


et It Troynevant i is hight, that with the waves | 
« Of wealthy Thamis waſhed is along, 
Upon whoſe ſtubborne neck (whereat he raves 


With roxing rage, and fore himſelfe does thrang, 


c That all men feare to tempt his billows ftrang) 
© She faſtned hath her foot, which ſtands ſo hy, 
That it a wonder of the world is lang _ 


af In forreine landes; and all which paſſen bes... - 


& Reholding it from karre. doe think it threates the 
cc The Troian Brute did firſt that citie found, 


And Hygate made the meare thereof by vel, 1 
© And Overt- gate hy north; that is the bownd 


Toward the land ; two rivers bownd the "6a: 


go huge à ſcope at firſt him ſeemed heſt 
To be the compaſſe of his kingdomes ſeat ; : 


« So huge à mind could not in leſſer reſt, 


Ne in ſmall meares containe his glory great, 
That Albion had conquered firſt by warlike feat.” 


XLVII. 
2 Ab, faireſt Lady- Knight!“ ſaid Paridell, 
Pardon I pray my heedleſſe over-ſight, 
© Who had forgot that whylome l heard tell bas 1 
© From aged Mnemon, for my wits beene he. "ya 
© Indeed he ſaid, if I remember right. 
That of the antique Trojan ſtocke there grew. 
** Another plant, that ravght to wondrous hight, 
And far abroad his mighty braunches threy, 


© Into the utmoſt angle of the world he knew. 


7 c 
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. 
_ « For that ſame Brute (whom much he did advaunce 
In all his ſpeach) was Sylvius his ſonne, 
«© Whom having ſlain through luek les arrowes glaunce, 
He fled for feare of that he had miſdonne, 
« Or els for ſhame, ſo fowle reproch to ſnonne, 
„And with him ledd to ſex an youthly trayne, 
«© Where wearie wandring they long time did wonne, 
And many fortunes prov'd in th' ocean mayne, 
* And great adventures found, that now were long 
XLIX. the ſayne. 
« At laſt by fatall courſe 35 driven were 
<« Into an iſland ſpatious and brode, | 
«« The furtheſt north that did to them appeare: 
«© Which after reſt they ſeeking farre abrode, 
Found it the fitteſt ſoyle for their abode, 


256 


<« Fruitfull of all thinges fitt for living foode, 

Rr 4 But wholy waſte, and void of peoples trode, F 
5 "of « Save an huge nation of the geaunts broode, | 
{7 15 i „ That fed on living fleſh," and dronck mens vitall 1 
= den 
1 4 Whom he through wearie wars and labours long 86 
1 "0 «© Subdewd with loſſe of many Britons bold; _ 0 
1 4% In which the great Gotmagot of ſtrong W 
+ = « Corineus, and Coulin of Debon old, ＋I 
| * if *© Were overthrowne, and laide on thꝰ earth full cold, A 
i = „ Which quaked under their ſo hideous maſle; W 
5 « A fam̃ous hiſtory to bee enrold Es 
+: In everlaſting moniments of braſſe, v 
bY „That all the n — merits far aig paſſe. T 
. od 0 
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. 


% His worke great Troynovant, his worke is eke 
Faire Lincolne, both renowmed far away; 


« That who from caſt to weſt will endlong ſeeke, 
« Cannot two fairer cities find this day, 
6 Except Cleopolis ; ſo heard I ſay 


« Old Mnemon: therefore, Sir, I greet you well 
_ «© Your countrey kin, and you entyrely pray 


« Of pardon for the ſtrife which late befell 


MM * Betwixt us both unknowne.” So ended Paridell. 


LN. 


| But all the while that he theſe ſpeeches ſpent, 


Upon his lips hong faire Dame Hellenore 


With vigilant regard and dew attent, 
Faſnhioning worldes of fancies evermore 
In her fraile witt, that now her quite forlore; 


The whiles unwares away her wondring eye 
And greedy eares her weake hart from her bore; 


Which he perceiving, ever privily 


In ſpeaking many falſe belgardes at her let fly. 


LIII. 


| So long theſe knightes diſcourſed diverſly 

Of ſtraunge affaires and noble hardiment, 
Which they had paſt with mickle icopardy, 
That now the humid night was farforth ſpent, 


And hevenly lampes were halfendeale ybrent; | 
Which th' old man ſeeing wel (who too long thought 
Every diſcourſe and every argument, 

Which by the houres he meaſured) beſought 


Them go to reſt ſo all unto their bowres were brought. 
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